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PREFACE. 


——— 


UALDI, the Author of this lit- 

tle Treatiſe, was one that infinite= 
ly loved Truth : and had no doubt been 
Cardinal, conid he have diſpenſed with 
that profitable Sin of Lying, None that 
have ſeen Rome to any purpoſe, during 
the time of Innocent the tenth » OF the 
beginning of Alexander the ſeventh, 
but muſt have heard of him at leaſt 5, as 
being one of the greateſt Wits of his 
time, ingenious, and of 4 modeſt tem- 
per, a great Virtuoſo , one who conſide- 
red Honour fo much, and the World ſo 
little, that whoſoever knew him, muſt 


' needs approve the Work before he reads 
Fl. But truly. here there was NO uſe of 


Lying, where ſo many conſiderable 
Truths might jo eaſily be met with. For 
the Buſineſs is of ſo late a Date, that it 
were infinite to examine what will ye 
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he delivered by Eye-witneſſes upon En» 
quiry, Todeed it is the great entertain- 
ment of Converſation at Rome, to re- 
late the ſeveral Stories of Innocent the 
tenth, and his Siſter-in-law Donna 
Olimpia. And ſurely if Oral Tradition 
be of that force, as the late Innovatours 
would have it 3 they themſelves muſt 
confeſs ( to their own ſhame and confu- 
fron )the truth of this Story : and by the 
great example layed before us, that the 
Churchmen of the Roman Faith, will do 
any thing with aWoman,but Marry her. 
It ruſt not be expetFed that the tenth 
part of the Lady's ſtory is to be found in 
this ſmall Volume : for I ſuppoſe afull 
Relation would take up more Paper , 
than that learned Man's Works , who 
hath troubled the world with two ſheets 
far each day in his Life, But this he writ 
to nndecejive ſuch as took Rome for the 
Madel of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
the Pope and {Cardinals for the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the Corporation, It is 
probable Donna Olimpia, who had a 
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ſpite-at all deſerving perſons, did whet 
- "the Pen of this good Man by ſome Aﬀ 
| fronts or Injuries,and provoke his Zeal 
' To a more vigorous proſecution of the 
* Work : as God knows, we have all need 
| to be'awaked by ſome wnreaſonable paſſes 
on to do reaſon : Tet I dare ſay, nothing 
ſhould tempt him to ſay more than truth, 
And now, if matters have gone thus at 
Rome , what hopes of Infallibility 2 
Donna Olimpia 7aztes to Innocent, 
ome broad-backed Groom or Coach- 
man ſuggeſts to her 5 and where to find 
the firſt month of this Oracle, is not to 
be determined. This Pope was choſe for 
his Senſeleſneſs : For when the Con- 

clave had been tired out with bandyin 
| of FadGions, and were reſolved to birch 
| - #pon ſome indifſerent perſon 5 not being 
| ableto find out any among themſelves 
honeſt enough to keep to that Integrity, 
they choſe this as the greateſt Block- 
head, and ſo leaſt able to do miſchief, T 
have heard of an old Civilian,who with 
drinking Sack and ſtudying the Laws, 
3 had 


I 


PTE EEEIES 


a7 | 47 F284 Sw Omg oO * oe eros 


The Preface. 


had ſo addled his Brain 5 that having | ! 
occaſion ſrequently to paſi by a Chappel | 
Door, which joyned to that he came out 


of, would never fail to Piſs againſt it : 


and is it any wonder that he who had : 
beaten out his little Wits upon the dull 
Volumes of the Canon-law, and ſo long 
doted npon a Woman, ſhould do worſe 
not only at the Church Door, but within | 
the very Rails of the Altar £ In the: + 
mean time, though Children and Fools 
will be pleaſed with Bables : ſhall they 
think to impoſe upon the reaſonable part 
of the World, and exempt the Pope from | . 
that determination in the Text, Every | 
Man is compaſled about with Infir- | 
mitics ? The Jeſuit brags much of his |. 
Harveſt here 1n England, while we hol | 
our ſelves obliged to them for weeding | 
our Church of ſuch (reatures ;, who, if ' 
the ſobereſt of their own Party be tn be | 
belie ved, ronduce mare to the ſhame, 
than propagation of their Set. Sothat 
we may ſay of them, They went out 
from among us, becauſe they were | 
nor 
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not of us. However, that which carrys 
| on the work of theſe Eccleſraſtical 
it Mountebanks mnch more effeGually 
+* amongws, #s that they ſubtly pradice 
4: the method of the Devil, texupting the 
}* meaker Sex,and through their Charms 
ro draw the poor male into their Net, For 
: whocan ſhew his head in this Generati- 
12 | On, and be ſo little a Courtier, as 10 des 
ie | ny the impertinent demand of a fair 
| Lady? It js very ſeaſonable therefore 
y | This accompt to the World, for a Pope in 
t theſe our days to warn ws of the ſad ef> 
w | fects of love traxſported beyond the 
y | bounds of Honour and Vertue in his 
- | own perſon : thus to confront the inm- 
is | Pudence of Rome, which, while it pre- 
4 | tends to dired all (hriſtians by I know 
not what entazled Domation, tells us Ly 
ts pradices, what once inthe time of 
*, | the Liene the ( ardinal Leeat at his en- 
Iry into Paris, ſaid all the 1171 he 111- 
t 11mated a Benedict on by the croſ S 210= 
t | 729 of his Hand, Qui vult decipi, de- 
e | Platur : He that willbe an Aſs,may. 
& |} Eiit 
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But 1 ſhall flop here, leſt 1 ſhould draw 
a Whaſps Neſt about the Aſhes of the'| 
dead, The truth is , the Anthor i 
thought never to have deſigned this for | 
the Preſs + but only writ it to ſatisfie- 
the curioſity of ſome particular Friends, 

Howewer, they who moſt eſteemed hinr, 

Judged it fit ſme his Death to eternize | 
his Name, by publiſhing ſo ingenious a 
Piece. Some were of opinion to mode- | 
rate certain Expreſſions : but the moſt | 
thought it not ſo equitable, to impoſe 

wpon the Dead. It is therefore to be ta- 

ken, 4s it was firſt brought forth : and 

if any find ought to ſay againſt it, let | 
them write into the next World to the 
Author for an Anſwer, and keep in 
their right Senſes till it comes, 
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+| Donna Olimpia Maldachini. 


WT is not my deſign to 


Ad . 

2 give: ah accurate ac- 
1 ; : 
* = Count of Donna Olim- 
pia's Life 5 who in the 


> City of Home acted a 

Man in Womans appa- 

; rel, and in the Church a woman wear- 
| Ing the breeches. It would require a 
| Pen, all eyes, to ſer down the Lite of 
| aLady, whoculſt her eyes ſo univerſally 
: uponall affairs. To write the faults 
| without mentioning the virtues of a 
B perſon, 


6 The Life of 
perſon, who for tenyears ſpace had (0 
Treat a ſhare in the Government of the 
Chureh Catholick; is impoſſible to per- 
form without the reputation ofa Here- 
tick: and to mention the virtues only, 
would be to dip my pen in the Ink 
without ſtaining of it. Our Age hath 
felt too much the ſmart of the Activity 
of this Lady: So that if a Writer ſhould 
take never ſo much pains to ſeparate 


the wheat from' the chaff, that is, to | 
pick out the good and leave the bad, | 


according to the cuſtom of the preſent 
times,when they treat of great perſons ; 
the world hath beheld ſo much chaff 
before the wheat could be diſcovered, 
that ſuch a ſtory would win no Credit, 
+  Tmuſt needs fay, it was a very fool- 

1h Age, that invented Writing : if its 
only end were to make falſe appear 


true; and true falſe. Much better had ' 


it been to have left mens manners to 


be deliver'd down by tradition from | 
eye witneſles, than to ſuch Scribes. | 


Doubtleſs the world took very ill ad» 
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VICE, | 


Dona Olimpia. 3 

vice, when it ſubjected the reputaion 
of Mankind to the capricio of a frail pen. 
And certainly it hath been great inad- 
vertency in man to let a miſchief grow 
ſo beyond the cure of Ages. 

But why do thus decry Writing, 
whileI my ſelf pretend to write ? Alas! 
to write what one 1s an eye witneſs of, 
1s ſo natural, asthe contrary is eſtrang- 
ing the world from it ſelf. Give me 
leave therefore to fay with the Apoſtle 
St. Joh, What wee have beheld with our 
os, what wee have ſeen, and our hands 

ave tonched : that declare we nnto you. 

I will write no other thing of Dox+ 
14 Olimpia but what I have ſeen in her. 
Her deſcent I wil! omit : only that ſhe 
was born of the family of Maldachini, 
Which name made but little noiſe in 
Rome at that time. However, I would 
very willingly have ſpoke of her child- 
hood and education, but that I faw her 


| fmarryed before a Virgin, She was born 


before tne : ſo that I cannot ſpeak of 
what I have not ſeen, without breaking 
B 2 my 
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my promiſe of delivering only what the 
Theatre of Home: hath repreſented to 
my eyes for the ſpace of five and twen- 
ty years and upwards. I will but deli- 
ver what the common repert cf thoſe, | 
which knew her in her younger dayes 
hath informed. me of. That from her 
very infancy almoſt ſhe ſhewed an am- 
bition to rule : inlomuch as at ber child- 
iſh playes amongſt her companions, 
ſhe alone would ever give lawy.to the 
relt. Thus ſhe grew up, and thus ſhe | 
lived even till ſhe arrived to the. years | 
of marriage. It is ſaid, that her Parents, 
conlidering the ſmall ſhare they had in 
Fortunes favour,uſed all means poſlible 
(as it 1s ordinary in 1taly) to make her | 
reſolve upon a Monaſtick life. But ſhe, | 
that had more propenſion to Matrimo- ' 
ny, than a Vow, denyed flatly to yield | 
to any ſuch purpoſe: She was therefore | 
given in mariage to Seignior Paxfilio, | ti 
rother to Gicanne Baptiſta Panfilio,wko a 
who came afterwards to be. Pope. | ic 


Theſc Nuptials were celebrated in 
Rome | th 
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Rome with fatisfaftion on both fides, as 
loving reciprocally. Which kindneſs 
produced a numerous ofi-ſpring of fe- 
males, with but one only male, whicty 
is Prince Parfilio, who ſerved for the 
ſtale to his Mothers intereſts. The firft 
Scene that repreſents it felt 'as. I may 
lay )in' the Tragi-comedy of the Lite 
of Donna Olimpra, is the coolneſs-of 
affection towards her Huſband ; which 
by little begun to diſcover it felt, with- 
out any grounds the good man could 
find out for it. Nevertheleſs, how dith- 
cult ſoever it was to the Huſband, the 
Romans ealily ſmoaked the cauſe. Who 
ſeeing how fond ſhe was of her Bro- 
ther-1n-law, began to have a general 


' ſuſpition of her virtue ; as believing 


fora certain the times of Herod were 
revived. Nor may wee blame any for 


" thinking amiſs of theſe two z whentheir 


actions, geſtures and behaviour gave 


| fo palpable grounds of fuſpition. 


Donna Olimpia went much oftner in 


| the Coach with her Brother-in-law 


B 3 than 


6 The Life of | 


than with her Huſband : entertained 
her ſelf much more in the Cloſet with 
the one, then in Bed with the other ; 
and many times the poor Huſband | 
knew not where to find either Brother 
or Wite, that 1s, in plain Engliſh, they 
always went together, 
There was but one reaſon, which 
qualified this foul ſuſpition. And that 
was, divers debated it, nor could ima- 
gine, that a Lady as Donna Olimpia | 
who had a body of no ordinary ſhape, 
ſhould be in love with the uglieſt coun- | 
tenance that ever appeared in humane | 
ſhape, as it is moſt certain her Brother- # 
in-law was. Eſpecially fince her Hus- | © 
band had ſomething pleaſing and | E 
comely in him, though not exceeding, | 
Whereas this could only give evidence | kh 
how great is the ambition of Women | 
ro domineer: which paſſion blinds | 01 


them tothat degree,they will not only 4 
iurrender themſcives up to Men, but 
Satyrs. gr 


Seignior Parfilia, the Huſband of | 10r 
| Donna 
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Donna Olimpia, tollowing the common 
practice of 7taly, did all his bufineſs 
without calling his Wite to counſel. 
On the other fide, the Abbot Parfilio 
his Brother never entred upon any af- 
fair publick or private, bur firlt ac- 
quainted his Siſter-in-law with it ; 
whoſe advice he took his meaſure by, 
as from an Oracle : nay oftentimes he 
went not abroad, before he had reei- 
ved her benediction. 

Nor is this ſo wonderful : ſince the 
greateſt part of the prelates in Rome 
take this courſe to oblige fuch Ladies 
as are ambitiouſly inclined. And in- 


deed, if they did not do ſo,they would 


| be as much hated, as they are now be- 


loved of the Ladies of their rclations. 


. | However this kind of condeſccntion 


1 
$ 
{ 
k 


; makes Prelates of Ladies, and Ladies 


of Prelates, to the no ſmal ſhame of 
home, 

Notwitſtanding that which was no 
great matter for another man, tound 


f | lome difficulty in the perſon of Abbot 
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Parfilio : who conſcious of his unwel- 
come face to woman-kind, ſtudied to 
win the love of. his Siſter-in-law by 
preſenting her with the entire diſpoſe | 
of his will. She, who defired nothing | 
more than the exerciſe of ſuch a power, 
freely beſtowed her affections, the 
more to oblige him to an abſolnte ſur- 
render of himſelf, Thus the more he 
ſubmitted his will to Donna Olimpia, 
the more love ſhe heaped upon him. | 
Being ſtepped froman Abbot to a Pre- 
late, and advancing daily in Eccleſiaſti- 
_ cal preferments : Donna Olimpia had 
{till a Jarger field to exerciſe her autho- 
rity in. For ſhe was reſolved her Bro- | 
ther-in-law ſhould not do the leaſt | 
matter without her : who moſt wil-| 
lingly ſubmitted himſelf to her diſpo- 
{a}. Mean while the Huſband dies: by 
which means ihe remained not gnly | 
Miſtreſs of her Brother-in-laws will; 
but alſo of all the affairs of the houſe 
of Paxfilio, which went no farther than 
the Brother, the Son and two Dangh- 
ters, How 
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How great the reſpect was this Bro- 
ther-in-Jaw had for oſha be judg- 
ed by a Letter which lit into my hk 
by accident. It came from Spain, where 
Seignior Panfilio was Nuntio, directed 
to Donna Ol: 1tpia at Rome,and was this. 


Moſt dear Sifter, 

T affairs in Spain ſucceed not fo 

fortunately as they did at Rome : 
[ince at Rome, and not in Spain, I had 
the aſſiſtance of your advice, Remote front 
you T am like a Ship without a Rudder, 
left to the ſole mercy of Fortune : So much 
Tam forced to ſay in tejlimony of my af- 
feTion. Theſeech you to anſwer me at large 
to what T write by the hand of my Secre- 
tary, and to believe me 


Your molt aficCtionate ſervant 
and Brother PANFILIO, 


An incredible {tory to one that had 
got read at ; that a publick Miniſter 
Bould 
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ſhould* write ſuch fond Letters to a 
Woman, without regard had to reputa- 
tion , or apprehenſion how eaſe it is 
for Letters to miſcarry, as in effect this 
did. But ſince he had delivered himſelf 
over as a prey tothis Lady,what could 
he do leſs ? 

Indeed this Letter was 8 great ev1- 
dence of their love , and confirmation 
to what the ſpeculative people gave 
out, That Donna Olimpia gave 1n- 

ruttions to the Popes Nuntio's, But it 
will not be out of the way to touch a 
little upon the Nature of this Lady : 
before ſhe mount the Vatzcar , if not 
with the 1tre, at leaft with the Com- 
mand. 

She was one of few words in the or- 
dinary company of Ladies : but made 
It up ſufficiently , when ſhe came to 
difourſe with Men. Though this could 
not be called properly her Nature : 
becauſe ſhe would often fay , ſhe had 
not words to caſt away upon a Sex, 


from which nothing was to'be learned 
worth 


' 
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worth mentioning. By which you may 
ather , ſhe forced her Nature to con- 
Jeſcend to her Judgement, 
Her Diſcourſes were alwayes prop- 
with Reaſons of State, and many 
times with the addition of ſome ſen- 
tence : which made people think ſhe 
had ſtudied much , though there was 
no ſuch thing. She had to happy a Me- 
mory , that with once hearing or read- 
ing over ſhe would remember 
thing : which made her be thought a 
Lady of great Learning. It was very 
hard for her to ſubmit to the opinionof 
another , without offering great vio- 
lence to her Nature. And it is certain, 
ſhe had rather periſh with her own fan- 
cy, than live by anothers counſel. 

She was covetous to that degree, as 
the would not ſomuch as hear any bo» 
dy talk of the bounty of others. Nay, 
by a certain maxim {he held, ſhe made 
a virtue of that vice , by exculing her 
avarice with this pretence, 1 hat Wome 
were made to gather, not to diſpenſe. She 

often 
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often a—_ her Servants : leſt itt | | 
time they ſhould become too familiar 
with her conduct, And indeed the | | 
Servants commonly mutiny'd before | 
the years end for want of their Wages, 
She went ſeldom or never to Feaſts, 
Balls, or other recreations , which the 
Ladies of Roxre uſe to divert them- 
ſelves with : left ſhe ſhould be obliged 

to make the like. That which gave her 
the greateſt reputation , was her cha- 
rity to the poor .Religious : Though 
ſhe did it rather out of vain-glory,than 
Religion : She never did an alms, that 
ſhe had not firſt carried in proceſſion 
round the Palace. And indeed ſhe was 

no ſooner got into the Vatican under 
the proteCtion of I-7nocent , than alms 
and Religious deeds were laid afide : 
Which ſhews plainly what ſhe did be- 
fore was feigned. Hence Paſquin made 
bold to lay that Dona Olampia was 
olim pia, nunc impia; ſhe had ſome 
goodneſs heretofore , but now ſhe was 


good tor nvthing. 
She * | 
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{ She neglected the education of her 
' Children, eſpecially. of her fon: for 
fear it might waken his ſpirits a little, 
' toa future diſturbance of her abſolute 
|; power over the houſe of Parfilio. A 
' diaholical, principle which reigns in 
the-hearts of, almol}, all the great La- 
dies. Thus Don Camillo grew up in 
- ignorance, that he could hardly read 
| at twenty. years of age,' She kept:no 
reat Table, and made 'her Steward 
Prin in his Accompts every day to a 
Farthing. Complements, the would 
beſtow moſt liberally-.; and - promiſe 
much more than any one could ask of 
her : well knowing that ſhe had the 
the knack of exculing her ſcli, and 
denying whatever ſhe had promiled, 
being molt excellent and ready at it. 
When her Brother-in-law was made 
Cardinal; it was not to be imagined 
with what joy ſbe received 1t : protni- 
ſing her ſelf from that moment hopes 
of a higher advance. Parfilio's red Hat 
made Donna Olimpia grow higher by 
the 


1 
r 
- 
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the head, Her Brother-in-laws Scarlet 
enflamed her heart to a more paſſionate 
kindneſs, and o much the more by the 


| 


death of her Huſband, which removed 
all obſtacles 'from diverting her love! 


upon any other object. They lived'to- 
gether, and ate together for the'moſt 
part. Whoſoever had any grace to de+ 
mand of Cardinal Paxfiio, muſt have 
applyed himſelf to Dona Olimpia © but 
he muſt ſeek to the Cardinal for any 
grace from her.. When any one had re- 
ceived a denial from the Cardinal,they 
never took it amiſs, only it may be ſaid 
as they went out , Perchance he hath 
wot ſpoke with Donna Olimpia yet. 


Dozma Olinpia was ſhe that taught 
the Cardinal the art of difflimulation : 


though it be an ancient and one of the 
moſt principal cuſtoms of the Court of 
Rowe, | my felf heard her one day 
talk in this manner to the Cardinal]: 
Brother, it is not to be expreſſed what 
ſparks of joy your Scarlet kindles in my 
eart © far beyond the pleaſmre you your 


ff 
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al ſeif can take in it, who have the keys of 


6 etions. It was your merit and not 
« Urban's &zndneſs that made you Cardi- 
d wal : who conld not refuſe the Hat to a 
Prelate, that ſo well knows how to ſerve 


Qe 


«| 
» theChurch. . Deſert may call a man to be 
ſt Cardinal 3 but never Pope, which re- 
 qures other qualifications. 1 do not ſee 
e that they call men to this eminent degree, 
t who are really goed ; but. ſuch as ſeert to 


be ſo. It is the outward not the inward 
man, that makes a Pope. He that will 
be a Cardinal muſt ſpeak with all, and 
have ts do with all + but he that would 
mount Saint Peter's Chair, mmſt change 
the Scene, and ſpeak. little, and have to 
do with no body. The Cardinals demmr 
' not upon virtue in the eleftion of a Pope : 
e the only virtue at ſuch a time conſiſts in 
f. thepenſive looks of ſome Cardinal. 41l the 
y Hiſtories teach ws, and the experience of 

Urban hath made us ſee, that the Popes 
t change their nature, which during the 
y time of their Cardinalate appears to haue 
p been in them, and not of them. Nothing 
f 10w 
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now remains to accompliſh the happineſ; | 
of the houſe of Pantilio, and my content 1 
but to ſee you ſeated in the throne of the 
Vatican. That Fortune, which hath pro- 
moted ſo many others to ſuch an honour 
without merit or expe ation, may as well 
advance you, whoſe worth hath juſt rea- 
ſon to exped it, Sixtus Quintus, who wss 
a moſt l:arned perſon, fergned ignorance 
all the while he was Cardinal © very well 
hnowine that juch a diſſembled ſumplicity 
had more efficacy to mount the Chair, 
thin a ſpeculative underſtanding. 

To theſe exhortations ſhe likewiſe 
added ſome more :; which to deal clear- 
ly, I think not befitting an Ecclettafti- 
cal pen to ſet down , belides, that it 
would put me upon rclating, what [ 
ſaw with my cyes, which God forbid, 
Tt is ſufficient tro know the whole de- 
fign and care of Donna Olimpia was 
night and day to mind the Cardinal of 
putting on the malk of difſimulation, 
which the ufed to call the Porter of 


the Vatican. 
Net- 
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' Neither had theſe remembrances any 
ill ſacceſs with the Cardinal : For 
though he was ſufficiently 11] natured : 
yet was he very ſimple , and ignorant 
in many Court Maximes which are pe- 
culiar almoſt to Kome. And therefore 
knowing that the whole defigne of his 
Siſter-in-law was his advancement, and 
having none more intimate to confer 
with , he entertained long conferen- 
ces with her perpetually til] the next 
Election , expecting daily , by reafon 
of the great age of Urban, an empty 
Chair. | 4 

In order to his ſucceſs, the good 
Cardinal was become Maſter at diſh- 
mulation in all particulars, but his love 
to his Siſter-in-law : in the congrega- 
tions none more un-concerned, in Con-: 
verſation humble, and' in the Church 
he acted the Devout to a hair; yet all 
thiswhile it was impoſſible to conccal 
his paſlion for Done Olimpia. He los 
ved her and idolized her as well in 
publick as private : to the aſtoniſhment 

C of 


18 " The Life of 
of every body , that a Cardinal ,*who 
had his pretences , though remote 
enough, in ſome ſhare to the next 
Election , ſhould enflave himſelf fo 
much to the love of a Lady , and his 
Relation, | 


But Donna Olimp7?P ad a tranſcen- 
dent talent in the Politicks. She knew 


at 'the ſame time how to be complai- 
ſant to her Brother-in-law , and turn 
his reſolutions to her own bent:and yet 
ſo neatly , that the generality. could 
find no objection againſt her. Indeed 
ſhe underſtood ſo well how to hide 
the power ſhe bore over the Cardinal's 
will',” that it was much more caſte to 
diſcover in the Slave than the Miltreſs. 
She. alwayes ſpoke of her Brother-in- | 
law with great modeſty and reſpet : 
and mois ſift out with a great deal + 
of.;art, the inclinations of the other 
Cardinals towards hers. 

When. it came in ber way to ſpeak 
with any of the Spaniſh faftion, ſhe 


would repreſent the great devotion the 
| Cardinal | 
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Cardinal her Brother-in-law had for 
the Crown of Spain. On the other 
fide , if ſhe met with any of the French 
faction, ſhe a{ſured them of the inward 
affetion her Kinſman retained for 
the French , with which upon occaſion 
he would be more lerviceable to 
them under hand, than others that 
made ſhew of open tricnd{hip. 

Towards the latter end of Urbar 
the 8th, every moment ſeemed an age 
to Donna Olimpia, For having with a 
great deal of ſecrecy procured one of 
the moſt Eminent Aſtrologers to Cal- 
culate the Nativity of her Cardinal , 
ſhe found by his Horoſcope, that in the 
Seventicth year of his Age he was to 
be promoted to the higheſt dignity in 
the Church; whence ſhe concluded 
infallibly be muſt be Pope. 

Urban dying in the mean time inthe 
year 1643+1n the month of ay, which 
was much upon the Seventieth year of 
the Cardinal, the confuſion and de- 
{traction ſhe found the Court in at that 

C 2 time. 
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time , fortified -her hopes with much 
more {trony aflurances, 

The Cardinals uſe not to enter the 
Conclave upon the death of the Pope, |; 
till after ten dayes be paſſed. In which 
time they ballance the intereſts of the 
ſeveral Crowns, with the manners and 
inclinations of thoſe Cardinals which 
pretend, or that ordinarily they judge 
to have ſome ground of pretention. 
Now, it is, if ever , that the Embaſla- 
dours demonſtrate their zeal in cm- 
ploying all their induſtry for the {cr-, 
vice of their Maſters. They talk with 
this and that man, beſpatter with a 
thouſand calumnics thoſe they diſlike, 
cxtolling the virtues of thoſe they ap- 
prove with as much partiality. So that 
the multitude , who c{teem by hear. -, 
ſay, {ct up a new Idol every half hour, 
They oh more Popcs than there are 
Cardinals: and many times the Spa- 
riards decry thoſe of the French ta- 
Ction, and the French thoſe of the 
Spariſl, to that degree ,, as the poor 

people 
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people cannot find among(t all; the 
Cardinals one worthy their choice. 
Thelife and converſation of Cardinals 
at ſuch a time is as cheap as Onions in 
the Market , where you may ſce their 
Eminences ſtand like ſo many pucr 
Lambs at Sale. He that 1s cryed up to 
day,to morrow 1s brought as low. In this 
Corner of Rome is certainly concluded 
ſuch a Cardinal ſhall be Pope 3 in an- 
other that the ſame ſhall never be. In an 
inſtant jt is reported all over the City, 
-that the Sparrards have carried it : and 
the next moment there is no ſuch thing. 
How many Popes are made by the 
people, that neither French nor 8p4- 
7iard ever thought of : and by the 
French and Spaniard unknown to the 
people ! 

In fucha pickle was Rome during 
the Vacancy after Urban's death, 
When Donna Ol119Pia with all the d:- 
Iigence imaginable applyed her lelt to 
dilcover the intrigues, combinations 
and deſigns of the Cardinals and Em-- 

G3 bailadours, 
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baſſadors, as to the EleCtion of the new ' 


Pope. And though ſhe was naturally 
covetous,yet in this conjuncture ſpared 
ſhe no coll in Spies to procure the beſt 
information. She had her Emitlarics in 
every part; even to ſearch into the 
hearts of men, if it were poſlible. But 
all in vain : Forſhe conld "inform her 
felf of nothing more, than that her 
Brother-in-law was layed aſide, as tv 
any hopes of the Chair. And it is cer- 
tain, that the Cardinals at their firft 
entring into the Conclave, preferred 
the whole reſt of the Colledge before 
Cardinal Panfilzo. 

One day as the Cardinals were ſhut 
upin the Conclave, it was told Donna 
Olimpia that there was but one only 
reaſon that hindred her Kinſman from 
ms Popezand that was the 1]] under- 
ſtanding he had with the Barbarines- 
to which ſhe preſently anſwered , If 
that be all, this very thine will make hint 
rope ; Jr none are more hated at this 
time than the Barbarines. | 

The 
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The Cardinals came into the Con”” 
elave with a firm reſolution not ſo 
much as to mention Parfilzio. Not in 
conſideration of his little merit :.For 
that is an ObjeQtion 'never takes 
place in the Conclave, where the 
Cardinals in no wiſe ſuffer goodneſs to 
come into the Scale. For ſo he were 
an Enemy to the French, the Spaniſh fa- 
tion would chuſe a Fury : were he the 
like to the Spaniard, the French would 
chuſe him , though it were the Devil 
himſelf: and for the Cardinal Nephews 
of the laſt Pope, who are alwayes 
npon this occaſion moſt vigilant , they 
would ſet up Antichriſt to be aflured 
of his Friendſhip. 

The night beforc the Conclave be- 
gan, Cardinal Parfilio had a long con» 
terence with his Siſter-in-law, What 
it was I could never learn, further, 
then that ſome will have Dona Olim- 
pia to have told him at parting , Per- 
chance T ſhall jee you Pope , but never 
more Cardinal, To which it is faid he 

C 4 replyed, 
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replyed,ere you ht Popeſs,1 wou'd wil- 
lingly relinquiſh my claim. There was now 
fix Weeks paſled iy the Conclave that 
the Cardinals had not the leaſt thought 
of Pazfilio : nor when they did begin 
to mention him, was it without ten 
thouſand dithculties. The Sparrard, 
who perceived all his cteatures laid 
aſide, preſled hotly for the incluſive of 
Panfilio : but the French jn{tigated by 
Cardinal Antonio Barbarino made all 
their endevours to. have him excluded, 

There were many reaſons why Car- 
dinal Parfilio was nenther Jefired , nor 
approved of. His Satyrick , Sower, 
Brutiſh, Saturnal louk made him be ta- 
ken for a contumacious ſpirit : Which 
gave ſome occalion to ſay, it would 
not do well to chuſe an Univerſal Fa- 
ther ( ſuch as in a manner is the Pope ) 
with ſuch a bealtly , deformed coun- 
tenance, leſt he ſhould tright his Chil- 
dren with his looks from coming near 
him. 


Others excepted agaiuſt him for his 
want 
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want of knowledge and learning , ha- 
ving ſpent all his ume in dreamin 
over the Canon Laws, which he begun 
to faulter in too. So that he was 0 
cied to prove a Prince not much incli- 
ned to. favour learning , which 1s fo 
eſſential to the good of the Church, 
Bchides his ſtudy of the Laws was look- 
ed upon as ſuch as woul make him 
ſick ofall, that were eminent in any o- 
ther kind, Neither were theſe Diviners 
deceived :! for during lis Reign the 
. Church was ſerved with ignorant Pre- 
lates, and many deſerving perſons kept . 
out of Biſhopricks, nay perſecuted fo 
far as to be baniſhed Home. 

It was foreſcen in him by others 
(and this indeed had like wholly to 
( have excluded him) that it he. were 
clefted, the power would be ſubjcCted 
to the frail diſpoſal of a womaa, 
through thoſe bowels ot atiection he 
bore to his Kinſwoman, who, as I have 
told you before, was abſolute Miſtrets 
of his will, And this objection lay the 

harder 
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harder upon him, becauſe all the Car- 
dinals knew very well how deep root 
this love had xt op in his hart. 3 and 
thercfore a hard matter to take bff the 
impreftion , beſides the conſideration 
of what a pernicious ſpirit was Dora 
Olimpia. 

This wasthe conſideration that for- 
tified Cardinal Artorio and the French 
faction in their oppoſition : which 


they objected as the only motive to | 


exclude him, They pleaded, that as 
the ſtate of affairs went, it was dange- 
10us to give the Hereticks ſuch an oc- 
caljon of ſcandal : Who would not 
fail of a thouſand pretences, feeing the 
Pope reſign the whole dilpoſal of his 
reſolutions to a woman, to defame the 
Church with Libels, that ſhould be 
difperſed about Kome daily under the 
name of Paſqnin, Belides that the paſled 
kindnefles betwixt Parfilio and Dorna 


Olizzpia which hitherto were gone no - 


further thanthe City of Roxre , would 


be divulged over the whole world, 
to 


TI'* 
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' totheno mean ſcandal of all Chriſten- 


dome. 
All this nevertheleſs helped but tv 


« + delude the Court, and ſhew the weak- 
q | neſsof thoſe that oppoled Parplio. For 


4 


the more Cardinal A#t9;:io {trove to 
fruſtrate his Election , the more he 


prognoſticated the decree of Fate , 
Which had determined the fortune of 


dominion in a man of this kidney. Thus 
unexpeted to Kome, in deſpite of 


Cardinal Anwdor7o, and the aſtoniſhment 


of thoſe very perſons that gave their 
voices for him, was Parfilio made Pope, 
taking upon him the name of Trmocert, 
How Donna Olimpia received this 
news, let thoſe judge that have heard 
talk how predominant the ambition of 
rule was in her, and the influence ſhe 
had upon her Brother-in-law. 
So highly was ſhe tranſported with 
JoY, that from fifty P pars which was 
er age, ſhe ſcemed to be reſtored to 
hve and twenty. 


She © 


28 The Life of 


She flung open the gates of her! fr 
Kinſmans Palace, now Pope, to the: 0 


people who came to rifle it, with de-: 
monſtrations of great Satisfaction. T hey, 


L 


fay alſo, that ſome dayes before this) C 
Election , a certain Prelate to curry} t 


favour with Donna Olimpia (which he! 


did as well to the relations of all the 
reſt of the Cardinals, that were 1n ele- 
tion to be Pope) went to, adviſe her, 
that her Brother-in-law would un- 
doubtedly be Pope 3 and therefore ſhe 
woald do well to remove the richelt 
furniture from becoming a prey to the 
ple, whoare accuſtomed alwayes 

at the Election of a Pope, to ritie 
the Palace of his Cardinalſhip : but 
Donna Olimpia told the good man,'! hat 
on that condition her Brother-i4-la v 
were Pope , ſhe would not ſacrifice th? 
Palace, but her jelf to the people, Indeed 
{o the taid, but ſhe did it not : For her 
avarice prevailed fo far with her, that 
ſhe hid the beſt goods. Soas the peo- 
ple finding no great matter, began 
from 
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her! from that time to receive ill impreſſions 
the: of the moſt inſatiable avarice of this 
de-: Lady. 
1ey, The vilits a new Pope uſed to re- 
his) ceive were few, giving audience only 
ry} to thoſe of his molt intimate confede- 
he! racy, before he was fetled 3 though 
he from tbe firſt hour of Election they 
e- have the abſolute power : whereas 
r, | thoſe to Danna Olimpia were frequent 
1- | beyond belief. The Nobility of Kowe 
e | flocked to her in Troops, the Embaſla- 
+ dours, the Cardinals, and the Ladies : 
> al! which ſhe received with a moſt ob- 
> liging countenance at tlie beginning, 
till atterwards , that ſhe begun to find 
her (elf faſt inthe feat, ſhe put on a look 
that ſower'd all. 
The very night Pa»flio was choſen, 
about two hours after the day was fct 
In, ſhe went privately to the Popes 
| Palaceto give hima vilit : who recet- 
| ved her with great demonſtrations of 
| atleCtion, and it was obſerved in kiſſing 


' bis Feet Donna 0/rmpia and the Pope 
both 
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both wept for joy. This Lady enters ! 
tained her {clf here till midnight, the * 
dores ſhut all the while, only that © 
p Scignior Camil/o, her Son, went in and © 
out ſeveral times, By the Popes perd © 
mifton ſhe vilited all the Chamber, | 
even to his bed, which ſhe would ſe 
whether it was made or no, giving! | 
order for the diſpoſal of other furns| | 
ture, | 
Next day, when ſhe was come home, . 
ſhe beganto take the ſtate ofa Princeſs) | 
upon her with all thoſe that came to! ; 
viſit her. Cardinal Antoxio who ap- 
prehended more than others what p 
afterwards befell him, ſhewed the 
greateſt reſpe&t and reverence towards | 
her. Inſomuch as it was obſerved when 
he complemented her, he often repea- 
ted the title of Excellence; belides that 
he was not with the lalt that preſented |, 
both her and her Son. But the good 
Lady finding it was now the time to 
revenge thole injuries ſhe had received |, 
from the Barbarines, made no great 
return 


| 


Donna Olimpia. 31 
ed return to Cardinal Antonio's civilities, 
the receiving them with a great deal of 
| coolneſs, as probably keeping in mind 
| the rumqur this Cardinal had ſet about 
| the Town-concerning her amours with 
her Brother-1n-law, 
ſw} This ation renders her worthy the 
| title of treacherous. For when Vrbax 
I lay a dying , and during the vacancy, 

| both by her ſelf and others ſhe held the 
«| Barbarines in hopes with fair promiles, 
; | that if her Brother-in-law chanced to 
be Pope , they ſhould not only be con- 
\ | firmed in their preſent proſperity, but 
F | advanced, Though it 1s very true, 
the Barbarzres, well read in the Court 
1, | diffimulations, gave no great heed to 
| her words , but oppoſed his Election 
| | with all their power, So that Donne 
+ 04mpiaon the other fide perceiving 
their diftidence, rclolved to trult them 
1 as little, 
, The firſt thing Dona Olimpia pro- 
7 cured at Court, was the ruine of the 
C 
' 


cl 
Irs, 


to. 


Barbarines, However knowing it 


would 
, 
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would prove no eafie matter through 
the unblameable life of Cardinal Frar- 
ceſeo,* and the ſtrong intereſt of Do 
Tadeo, to oppreſs a family fortified 
with ſo immence a treaſure as that 
was 3 ſhe counlelled the Pope only to 
the deſtruftion of Cardinal Antonio, as 
aſſuring her ſelf of water enough to 
attaquethe life of .a perſon ſo much 
hated in Rome, 

It was reported with a great deal of | 
truth, that the Pope had not perſe- 
cuted the Cardinal to that degree, | 
had not Dora Olimgia been fo fre-! 
quent in her importunities. Though 
he hated him - for many reaſons, par- 
ticularly for the oppoſition he made 
againſt his Election: yet was he reſol- 
ved for all this but to mortific him a 
little. But Dona 0limpia preſled (till 
his utter extirpation, that ſhe might 
get his Abbies and other Revenues 


to his poſleſſions ſhe effetted, though | c; 
ſhe milled of his life. For the Cardi- | {} 
nal | 
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into her clutches. Which indeed, as | 4 
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nal being warned ofthe Popes good 


intentions, and D074 Olmpia's, fled 
difguiſcd through Italy into France, 
ſcaping narrowly at Savona to be ſci- 
zed Prifoner. And molt afluredly had 
he then fallen into the Popes hands, he 
had bcen tryed for his lite, and exccu- 
ted. But God had mercy upon him, 
Downa Olizpia was deligned unme- 
diately to remove into the #aiicay, 
and (ct up her {tation next the Pope. 
Which he had not only yieldcd to, but 
ſought ; if Cardinal Parziroio by force 
of reaſon had not laboured to divert 
both him and her from ſuch thoughts; 
Repreſcnting it as ſcandalous not on'y 
to Kome , but the whole world : as 
enough to confirm the truth of theſe 
rumors, which were as yet doubttul to 
many. Upon this conlideration, the 
Pope made her keep at home; But 
withall, gave her Icave to come every 


| day (or night I ſhould fay rather ; be- 
| Cauſe it was commonly after Sun-ſet, 


ſhe went and ſtayed there till mid- 
[ night) 
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night into his preſence, which ſhe never | j 
failed of. je 
This Cardinal Panzirolo was the only |; 
engine that ſet the great mals of the | c; 
Popes brains a going after Downa Ulims- | (. 
pia, Nay, oftentimes he had greater | ;þ 
influence upon the Pope, than DPorna ! |, 
Olimpia her ſelf. He had exactly the, 
length of the Pope's foot, and knew pe 
how to adviſe him ſuitable to his incli- | Ju 
nations 3 which was a great ſatisfaction ' p, 
and eaſe to his Holineſs, with whom: y 
he wonld confer all day, and ſomec- ,,, 
times the night too. For this Pope 1 
had a laudable cuſtome, never to go to þy 
bed till after midnight. Quite con» | þ@ 
trary to his Predeceflor z who went | x, 
to his reſt preſently after the Evening, | fg 
and got up again at break of day to x, 
diſpatch the publick Affairs. de 
The Government of this Pope was | »y, 
a little embroyled,while Cardinal Pax- 4; 
zrrolo lived. For he made it his en- ſon 
devour for the molt part to diſappoint 


the Counſels of Dona Cumpia : And. his 
C, 
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r | ſhe, on the other fide, to find ſome ob- 
jection ſtill to what he adviſed. Bur 
/ | after the death of this Cardinal, the 
* | Government was wholly Feminine and 
* | ſcandalous, to the juſtihcation of what 
' | the Cardinals, Lantes and Barbarine , 
1 

7 


declared in the Conclave. Cardinal 
*  Lantes, who was a man of an exaCt ex- 
erienced wiſdom, was demanded what 
"l Womens he could give of Cardinal 
1 Paxfilio, in caſe he came to be Pope : 
| who anſwered without demur, That he 
" would be a good Pope from the Ponto- 
molle zo Rome ; the which Bridge is 
) buta mile from Rome, Meaning that 
"| he would do good for the City of 
-, Rome, by Buildings and other graces, 
| for the aggrandizing the houſes of 
) Rome, as in effect he did : but head- 
ded, That be would prove very pernici= 
ow 18 the State, and profit of Chriſten- 
* dome 5 beſides, that many particular per- 
* ſons would ſmart for it, 
* This Cardinal, without doubt took 
his meaſure from the abſolute devo- 
D 2 tion 
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tion the Pope bore to his Siſter-in-laws| | 
will : concluding that as Women think 
of nothing farther than what they 
have before their eyes, and within 
reach of their hands 3 the Pope would| 

f 

4 


ſurely lay all other Conſiderations 

aſide, through Donna Olimpia's advice, 
for the embelliſhing of Kome, to the 

neglect of Church and State : Nor wa | 

he out in his prophecy. h 

In the ſame manner Cardinal Fran , 

r 


ceſco Barbarino, a man of a molt exen- 
plary life , being intreated to give hi \ 
opinion of Cardinal Parfilio; preſent 
replyed,he would make an excellent Pojt 
for the women. A Sentence toO notoriouw 
to be interpreted a Prophecy. To faj 
the truth, Do77ma Olimpia diſpoſed 0! 
all the Court Afﬀairs, publick and pt; 
vate : There not being the leaſt But 
nels ordered without her good liking | 
in part at leaſt, For moſt frequently |. 
as he hath been treating with Cardin: 
Panzirolo about any particular, it hat 
Þecn beard come fiom his Holineſs hi 

mout 


[ 


an 
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mouth, What wil/ Donno Olimpia ſay £ 
hl Which makes it moſt palpable, that he 
''| was afraid of diſplealing her. For 
7! which reaſon Paxzirolo conſulted with 
14 Donna Olimpia for the molt part before 
"| he propoſed any bulineſs to the Pope ; 
= for fear he might otherwiſe contract 
J the Odium of that aſpiring Lady. - 
| She importuned to have her Son 
® made Cardinal , which was not refuſed 
| her; and to have him declared Car- 
"' dinal Patron , as being a Title conter- 
* red always upon the Pope's neareſt 
Nephew. Donna Olimpia was induced 
'- tothis upon a double motive; neither 
/ of which proceeded from any natural 
\ affeftion , but meerly politick. The 
) firſt was to leſſen Cardinal Panzirolo's 
;, intereſt with the Pope , by taking the 
(/ franfaction of Affairs oft his hands : 
Promiling her 1ſclf for certain, when 
' once a Cardinal Patron thould be de- 
: Clared, to whom of courle belongs the 
management of Aitairs both publick 
n and private, Pazirolo would volunta- 
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it; 
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rily abſent himſelf from the Court 3 be- 
ſides, that the Pope having fo neara 
help, would ſeek no further. The 
other was to make her ſelf more abſo- 
Jute : For though her Son were in (of 
confiderable a Station, yet by the 1nca- 
pacity of the Subject ſhe made no 


doubt to be Miſtreſs, her poor ch!ld 
not daring to-trult his own ſtrength 1 
any buſineſs without the advice of hij 
Mother. - And no doubt it had pro-; 
ved fo, if her Son had nut repented 0! 
ſoon of his bargain, in taking ſucha 
talk upon him. 

The Pope undertook at the crea- 
ting his Nephew Cardinal , to inftrud 
him by degrees in the conduct of pub- 
Iick' Aﬀairs 5 being conſcious of his 
mighty ignorance. "But the Nephew, 
in ſtead of adv: ancing, went backward, 
not attaining in ſo many months tu he 
capacity of negotiating the leaſt cir- 
cumſtance alone : For which his Uncle 
reproved him a thouſand times a day, 


for a þlock-head. To prevent which 
fauir, 
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fault , there came not the leaſt buſi- 
neſs to him , that he did not conſult 
his Mother , which fell out ro her 
hearts deſire. This defect of his, as it 
made him avoid all bufineſs to his 
ower; ſo was he likewiſe troubled at 
it to find himſelf engaged in what ſuited 
not with his talent or way of living, In 
this mean while the Princeſs Roſ/ana 
became a Widow, then which he 
conld not have wiſhed tor a better 
occaſion : nor would he loſe it , but 
reſolved immediately to lay by his 
Scarlet,and marry the Princeſs, againſt 
the conſent both of Mother and Pope. 
There was no great diſtance of time 
betwixt his renunciation to the Car- 
nal{hip and his Wedding : to the aſto- 
niſhment of Kome, at ſo unexpected a 
Marriage. The ncws of this was no 
ſooner brought to the Pope's ears, than 
he held a two hours conference with 
Donna Olizpia, torciolve what was to 
be done in this cale. The reſult of 
which was, that the Prince C:milloand 
D 4 + tus 
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his Lady , ſhonld be baniſhed from 


Rome, Upon which the Orders were 
brought him to depart, to the amaze- 


ment of all people. However 1t was | 
ſubmitted to, though not without | 


ſome regret on the Prince's her {1de : 
who piqued at ſuch uſage, took the 1i- 
berty to utter ſome diſcourſe , which | 
made not for the honour of the Pope, 
or reputation of Don» 0/1m#1p14, 


There was none but wondred at| 
this diigrace : there not being the! 
leatt objection tothe Match, that might | 
diſpleale his Holinc!s 3 eſpecially fince 


he was the only branch of the houſe of 

Parfilio : Surcly the Pope ought to 
have excuſed his natural infirmi- | 
ties, and have approved his noble | 
change , ſo much conducing for the 
keeping up the Family. Belides the | 
conliderableneſs of the Fortune w ith 
a perſon of her quality , beauty, and 
youth : all which the had 1n perfection, 
with ſeveral other vertues, and the 
hopes of a numcrous oft-ſpring, which 


was, 


| 
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was fulfilled by the production of 
three Sons: One would think the Pope 
had more reaſon to commend than 
quarrel his Nephew atter all this. 

Thoſe that looked more narrowly 
into circumſtances , would not have 1t 
to be any dittike the Pope took againit 
his Nephew , that he was 1n diſgrace 3 
but out of a certain vain-glory.to make 
the world believe him a zealous Pa- 
triarch , in laying alide a!l conlidera- 
tions of his blood and tamily , to vin- 
dicate the honour of the Church, 
which he looked upon as undervalued 
by his Nephews laying down his Car- 
dinals Cap. 

The other deſign in baniſhing his 
Nephew, as many will have it , pro- 
ceeded from this reaſon : That the 
Pope perceiving the Revenue of the 
houſe: of Aldobrandino, which was 
that of the Princeſs, charged wirk 
Legacies and other incumbrances, did 
his Nephew this courtelie by banithing 


of him ; that being out of the way in 
the 
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the Country for the molt part , he was 
exempt from that expence and (tate 
he muſt otherwiſe have been at upon 
the Marriage of a Popes Nephew with 
a Princeſs born to ſo great a fortune : 
By this means declining the preſent 
charge the iheritance came in the more 
cleer. But this was a conſideration fo 


— 


ſordid , that I can ſcarce believe it of | 
a private perſon : 'much leſs of a Prince, ; 


whoſe mind is daily excited to gene- 


rous actions. _ This diſcourſe, to fay | 
the truth , begun in the ſhops amonglt | 


the Tradeſmen , who for the moſt part 
meaſure by the largeneſs of their own 
Souls, at fix per cent, However it 
gained credit through the diſcourſe 
and opinion of the moſt refined Cour- 


tiers: who ſaid , the Pope would ne- | 
ver have done this of himſelf, but that | 


Cardinal Panzzrolo ſecing the importu- 
nity and noiſe Do77a 0l1mpia made for 
the baniſhment of theſe two perſons, 
to humour the bulineſs , .gave this out 
tor the reputation of the Pope's good 

nature, 


Donna Olimpiz. 43 


nature, and Dona 0limpia't avarice. 
But it is time I now ſhew you, why 
Donna Olimpia tor ced her ſelf to put 
her Son in diſgrace with his Uncle : 
which might otherwiſe appear 1mpoſlt- 
ble for a Mother, or common humani- 
ty. Therctore thus it was, that no 
man doubted but the Mother was the 
mainand only in{trument that wrought 
the baniſhment of her Son , and ſo it 
will be worth pains to know the parti- 
cularities of a thing ſo extraordinary. 
Upon the notice of Prince Camrllo's 
delign , Donra Olimpia grew jealous 
leaſt the conſ;derableneſs of fo great a 
Match might create her Partners in the 
diſpoſal of the Pope , at leaſt limit her 
in part if not inthe whole. What gave 
her the greateſt ſuſpition, was the 
knowledge ſhe had of the Princeſs of 
Roſjano her Daughter-in-law , reputed 
for a Lady of great wit and difcretion, 
who ſpoke ſolidly always upon good 
grounds ; which would no "doubt in 


time have won upon the Pope, And 
that 
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that which the more aggravated her 
jealouſie , was that ſhe very well knew 
the inclinations of the Pope to love 
the Female Sex : ſo that ſhe certainly 
concluded his Holineſs would take 
more pleaſure in having to do with a 
young Niece, than an old Siſter-in- 


law. For this cauſe ſhe ufed all her | 
cunning to render the Nephew odious | 
to the Uncle, againſt the bonds of | 


nature and conſanguinity : that ſhe 


might ſatisfie her Ambition —_—_— | 
cretion. | 


the Popes will at her own d1 
Nor was it ſtrange that the ſame Pope 


ſhould put all his Afﬀairs into her | 


hands , to whom he had long lince re- 


ſigned his heart : though ſhe abuſed | 


this power to ſuch a degree , that ſhe | 


brought the whole Court to her beck. 


Belides , if we conlider the endow- | 


ments of Prince Camillo , we cannot 
but think the Pope had ſome reaſon on 
bis fide to forget his Relation. For at 
what time he made him Cardinal! , he 


deligned to fit him for the employment 
OV 
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of a firſt Nephew, for the which he 


found a great incapacity in him ; inſo- 
much that the more his Uncle inſtrudt- 
ed him, the greater Dunce he grew, 
that ſcarce a day paſled without a mul- 
titude of reproots and chidings : the 
fear of which , as he endevoured to 
be more diligent , run him ſtil] into 
greater abſurdities; ſo that the Pope 
could never {ce him without extreme 
regret. 

The Court wondred moſt at theſe 
two particulars, in the bamſhment of 
Prince Carnllo. The firlt was to lee a 
Pope fo befotted with a Weman, as to 
puniſh his Nephew for having directed 
his love to a Princeſs of equal quality 
to himſelf. Who could but admire to 
lee a Pope given over to the excels of 
an aſpiring Woman , who governed 
Church, State,Court, and Pope himlſclt 
with a high hand: and at the ſame time 
become 1o cruel to his only Nephew 
for appropriating with the love of {0 
noble a Lady, ſo conliderable a 

Patrimony 
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Patrimony to the houſe of Parfilio / 

The ſecond wonder was to ce a 
Princeſs ſo much ſought after by other 
great - Princes, to place her affections 


upon one that was noted for his ſ1m- | 


plicity and ill nature. Had it bcen for 
this reaſon alone , he was obliged to 
have commended the choice of his 
Nephew , and received them both in- 
to his favour. But for all this it is no 
ſtrange thing to ſce a Princeſs con- 


deſcend to ſuch a Match; when we | 


confider the nature of the Romar La- 
dies, who had rather govern a City 
of Church-men , than a Kingdom of 
Cavaliers. 

It may be wondred at,that the Pope 
in the beginning of his Reign, ſhould 
ſeck to extinguiſh the houſe of Parfilo, 
by taking his Nephew into the Church, 
who was the only branch of the Fami- 
Iv; when we ſee for the moſt part, 
that former Popes, to eſtabliſh their 
Houſe and Name, have ruined the 
State, and ſet all the World together 


by 
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by the Ears 3 and this on the contrary, 
to the amazement of all men _, to ſeek 
the ruine of his own Houſe. But to 
do him right, the Pope was never of 
this mind : but reſolved to marry him, 
as Panstrolo adviled. Donna Climpia 
was ſhe (an increcible ſtory if experi- 
ence did not prove beyond controle) 
; that unmanned the Pope, and brought 
| himto yeild to the banithment of his 
Nephew : chooting rather to blot out 
| thenameof Parflio,than ſuffer the leaſt 
 dimunition in that authority ſhe had 
over the Pope,which ſhe apprehended 
might be endangered by her Sons 
Marriage. 

Prince Camillo being gone from 
Rome with his Lady, Donna Olimpia 
| Ingrofled the whole Count affair , yet 
' withno ſmal regret at Parzzrolo's fo 
good credit with the Pope. How- 
ever Panzirolo not interrupting her in 
her main defign of heaping up riches , 
ſhe would not diſcover that private 
malice the bore again(t him. She would 

have 
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have had the Pope diſcharge himſelf 
of all buſineſs, and leave it to his Con- 
fidents, which ſhe comprehended 
within her ſole perſon. To this end 
ſhe ſought all means to divert him from 
that care he then took of Church and 
State. 

For he was wont at the firſt to be ve 
ry ſollicitous in enquiring into all the 
affairs of Kome,receiving the Petitions, | 
and hearing the Complaints of thoſe 
which were aggricved , from their 
own mouths. But Donna 01111Þ7a made 
him quu fo good thoughts, by infinua-! 
ting that it would be better to keep! 
himſelfin repoſe for the good of Chri-| 
ſtendome, than to haraſs l:imſclf out fo! 
with hazard of his lite. She conjured! 
him to ſpeak but little, and when he 
was never ſo little indiſpoſed , ſhe] 
would ſeem very much alfliicted , and 
blame him as accetiary to his own! 
miſcheif, by troubling himſelf with | 
buſineſs more than needed, The poor | 
Pope, who believed ſhe cid al! oy 
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with a ſincere and fingle heart , ado* 
red her; for want of fente enough to 
perceive that this zeal proce -edecl not 
from the love ſhe bore him , but a 
meer trick to get the diſpotal of all 
into her own hands. 

She pertwaded him to moderate 
ſuch expences as ſhe thought ſuper- 
tiuous, by abating the Salaries of 
divers Officers, making particular 
Laws. and reforming his own Table, 
and indeed all things whole charge 
drained the Popes purle , which ſhe 
kept without ever giving any ac- 
compt to him, 

The greedineſ(s of the Barbarines in 
(craping up Money , which was the 
molt exccllive Kowe had ever ſeen ; 
in compariſon of that of 1zzocent , 1 
ſhould fay , Dona Olimpia was but a 
flea-biting. No Judge Criminal, 
but was made by her recommenda- 
tion, to whom ſhe gave molt barba- 
rous inſtructions to ſupply her ava- 


rice, She warned them to look after 
j the 


&O The Life of 


the Purſe and not the Blood : and 
would frequently write to them, to 
ſend her the Redemptions of the 
Guilty , becauſe ſhe intended to lay 
them our for the benefit of the Poor. 
Upon which the covetouſneſs of the 
Judges , ſeeking for their ſhare too, 


the Extortion and Rigour was | 
brought to that height, as it was | 
impoflible to imagin it higher. And | 
though the Pope had certain infor- 


mation that thoſe Judges were ex- 


ceſiive cruel, and robbed without ' 


meaſure or diſtinction : yet neither 


were the Oppreſled relieved, nor | 


the Judges puniſhed ; and that 

through the pernicious impreſſion 

Donna Olimpia had made upon him. 
He ſaid that Divine Providence, 


which diſpoſed his Will, had ap- | 


pointed by his hands good Men, for 
the Execution of Jultice : There- 
fore to ſpeak 11] of his Miniſters, 


were tO _— Divine Providence, 


which had inſpired him to the choice: 


Neither 


| 
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Neither Words nor Examples, which 
made 'out clear to him the contrary 
of that falſe Belief , and ſcandalous 
Opinion, he had entertained ; could 
ever make him quit that wicked 
Fancy. 

A certain Germzan Count, a Prote- 


ſtant, having heard ſpeak oneday of 


' this Belief of the Pope's concerning 


| h& Miniſters , told his Friend, 7 /ce 
plainly it will ons day be requiſite to 


| bold all the Popes Subjets for In- 
| fallible. 
But Donna Olimpia did all ſhe 


; could to hinder Complaints from 


; coming to the Pope's ears, receiving 
| them her ſelf, ops ſhe had firſt 3 
| ceived the Money of the Opprel- 
ſours : Thus admitting of contrarie- 
: ties at the ſame time. 

All the diſcourſe of Kome, was 
Donna Olimpia's inſatiable thirſt at- 
ter Wealth : For every one a mired 
that in the time of 1o many other 


* Popes, who had many Nephews, 


E, 2 that 
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that! all robbed; - that is , provided 
for themſelves; there was not fo 
muchtextortion {cen ,. as in the time. 
of Imocent; when all went into the 
Pad of Dewne-Olimpie, For thel 
would not let her Sons-in-law ſee a 


Farthing , but conlidered them as if 
they, had not been : of whom it will | 
do well to give ſome account. 

The: Houſe of Parfilio ( except | 
Donna Olixpia, who came out of the | 
Houſe of the aldachini ) conlitted! 
only of the Pope , his Siſter , Don 
Camille and his two Siſters, His 
Holineſs his Siſter much elder than; 
himſelf, was called Silter Agatha; 
concerning whom there 1s not much! 
to lay : For ſhe never came out of; 
her Cloilter , but when the Pope| 
ſent for her ; which hc did to cheer! 
ap his heart to ſee her ſo Julty at an! 
age more advanced than his own 
This «ay, during the timc her Bro- 
ther was Cardina), held a very good 


correſpondence with Down Olmpis 
her 
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her Siſter-in-law : but after he was 
Pope, ſhe began to dehie her ,:and 
not without ſome reaſon : For ſhe 
perccived her Brother had debarred 
her from ſolliciting any grace, while 
he heaped them upon her Siſter-in- 
law. So that as moſt that lead Mo- 
naſtick lives , are naturally propenſe 
to Envy, ſhe entertained a greater 
Hatred for her Si{ter-in-law., that 
reaped the benefit 3 than her Bro- 
ther, who atjorded the Harveſt. 
And truly for the fpace of ten years 
under the Rewgn of ber Brother , ſhe 
never could obtain any favoar above 
the bleſhing of a Medal. This un- 
kindnels proceeded not | directly 
from the Pope, though he was a per- 
fon not over-free of his Favours : 
but from the prejudice Downd 0/711 


| pi4 had poſletied him with 3 making 


him believe, that if once ke bcgaui to 
gratihe his Siſter , the Nuns , who 
are naturally very importunate, 
would never leave pretling. her to 

= 2 beg 
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beg Favous: by which means, net- 
ther henor his Siſter ſhould ever be 
at reſt. This charitable conſide- 
ration,” was all this while, the lealt of 
her thoughts : But ſhe apprehended 
that Siſter Agatha! would receive all 
the Preſents of rhoſe the procured 
Graces for; and therefore contr1- 
ved it ſo, that nothing ſhould be] 
granted her , that ſhe:her ſelt might! 
make that profit. '. 
Of Don Camilio's two Siſters, the} 
firſt was married to Dow Andrea Je | 
ſtiniani, a Prince that may be recko- | 
ned amongſt  Fortune's Diſciples, ! 
This man was called © be Keir to! 
the Jate Marquiſs Puftinian; - who! 
finding no Heir by deſcent, caſt bis : 
eye upon this Creature, at that time | 
a miſerable poor 'Knight : Who! 
though it was at a'great diſtance,yct | 
originally he came of the fame Stock 
with the Marquiſe, Arrived there- 
fore to ſo conſiderable a pitch of 
Fortune , himſclf made it yet grea- 
ter 
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ter by m__—__ Innocent's Niece, 
who though he was then but Cardi- 
nal, became Pope ſoon after, which 
conferred thoſe priviledges upon the 
Prince , as alwayes attend Popes 
Nephews. However, his Relation 
made him not much richer : For ex- 
cept the uſual Honours and Charges, 
that are conferred of courſe upon 
the Popes Nephews , which are not 
unprofitable : the Pope never 1n- 
tended farther, knowing that as he 
wasa good manager of the Eſtate 
which was fallen to him , he would 
think himſelf very well , that he had 
made ſo good a pals in his Knight 
Errantry. Beſides, the Pope thought 
not fit to commit any Charge of 
_ upon him 3 finding him a 
perſon , except that he was a good 
honeſt man, of very ordinary parts. 
The Princeſs his Lady was welcome 
enough to the Pope ; but with the 
lame reftrictions , that nothing was 
to be got : For her Mother would 
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ſeldom or never ſuffer her to come 
into the Popes preſence. Thus 
were Huſband and Wife both decei- 
ved , even in ordinary Favours, 
which their demands never exceed- 
ed, nor often prevailed, 

Don Camills's ſecond Silter was 
Married to Signior Dor Nicolo { ndo- 
who Prince of Piombino. Ne phe w ro 
Gregory the Fifteenth , and Brother 
to that Cardinal Patron who in the 
time of his Uncle diſpoſed abſolutely 
of all Church Aﬀairs. This Prince 
thought to have had great matters 
by his Wife , receiving the greater 
part of her Portion in large hopes, 
which Cardinal Pazzzirolo gave him, 
who made the Match. And truly 
there was ſome grounds to believe 
t : becauſe it was in that nick of 
time that Dor Camillo was. made 
Cardinal. For he preſumed, conl1- 
dering the weaknels of this perſon, 
the real power of a Nephew would 
devolve to him ; and that being 

excrcilcd 
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exerciſed in government , all buſt- 
neſs of State , publick and private, 
would fall to his ſhare : which was 
the reaſon made him 1o hot upon this 
Match. But he found himlſelt migh- 
tily deceived , his Mother-in-law 
( Donna Olimpia ) not fuftering the 
diſpoſal of a thing ſo contideravle to 
paſs through other hands than her 
own : ſo that the poor Prince was 
obliged to be fed like a Childe with 
what the gave him. 

Nor did the Prince get any thing 
by lamenting his ſad condition, to be 
debarred the means to thoſe tavours 
which alwayes attend ſo near Allies 
toa Pope : For Doxna Olzmpia , net- 
led at his diſcourſe, gave him to 
underſtand , that he had received 
{utticient grace and henour lince the 
Pope had layed all others alide to 
prefer -him ro the Marriage of his 
Nicce. As much as tc fav, he lad no 
reaſon to complain of a \viirch , that 
put him in a capacity ct repairing 

the 
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the breaches made 1n the fortune of 
his Family. Upon this anſwer the 
Prince remained filent by the advice 
of his natural prudence; du{lembling 
all, and continuing his obſervance to/ 
her as Mother-in-law, and the Pope: 
favourite. 

However, this Prince omitted not 
to vent his paſſion among friends up- 
on occaſion, by ſaying, that his alli- 
ance with the Pope, 1n ſtead of rai- 
ſing, had diminiſhed him , through 
the diſguſt it gave him with the 
French, who hereupon had made his | 
State of Piowbino the object of their | 
fury: So that not being able to re- | 
venge themſelves upon the Pope, 
they would at leaſt fall upon what 
belonged to his Relations. Thus by 
his alliance he became a certain lo- | 
ſer : whereas the recompenle he re- 
ceived was not conliderable , being | 
compriſed only in the Vice Adymriral- | 

ſhip of the Pope's Galleys , and ſome 
other {light matter , that was not 
com- 
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comparable. to his lols. The Com- 
mand of the Galleys, was be- 
ſtowed upon him at the inſtance of 
Donna Olmpia ; not out of any de- 
fire to advance him , but by that 
means to ſend him far enough trom 
Kome : for the Pope was relolved 
to ſend the Admiral with his Galleys, 
to afliſt the Veretians in the I evant- 
war, The Prince was allo di{plcaſed, 
that the Pope ever ſent tor him ar 
vacant hours, when there was no 
diſcourle admitted , more than for 
Recreation : And though the Prince 
would begin ſometimes to talk feri- 
oully of Buſineſs,he was ſtill interup- 
ted by his Holineſs. By which the 
poor man perceived he was to be 
treated as Butfoon, and not Nephew 
to the Pope. 

And now we come to Donna 0lin- 
þpia, who for tive years and upwards 
cxercifſed in a manner the whole 
power of Pope 1zocert. This Lady, 
as I have told you cllewbere, gover- 

ned 
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ned the Pope for a long time before, 
As the was a woman of a great deal 
of wit and ſubtlety : ſhe knew fo 
well how to time her bulineſs and or- 
der circumſtances for the captiva- | 
ting his will , as forefceing what 
migit happen ; nor failed ſhe of her 
aim. Thus ſhe not only diſpoſed | 
of him when he was Biſhop , Cardt- | 
nal , and Nuntio ; and of all he had, 
without the leaſt contradiction : but 
even after he was Pope , ſhe under- 
{tood fo well how to keep her 
ground in the middeſt: of fo much 
greatnefs., by holding” off all thoſe 
which were not her creatures;that it 
was no ealie matter to move her 1n 
the leaſt either by confideration of 
the great inconventency every way 
to ſee the Supreme of the Church | 
ſubjected to the licentious appetite 

of a moſt ambitious Woman ; or the | 
general dillatistaction of the Court, 
which for want of a Cardinal Ne+ |; 


phew would be wholly excluded 
from 
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from all affairs by this Lady. Bus 
alas! Who ſhould govern the Chair 
ſooner, than ſhe, who was ablolute 
Miſtreſs both of it, and him that held 
it > A Lady, that ought delervedly 
to be admired for a judicious and 
ready Wit,c{peciallv where any thing 
was to be got, or for any wickednels. 
And it is molt certain,none but Doz- 
4 Olimpia could have overcome all 
difficulties for the holding .the Reins 
of Government but f1x Months , 
whereas ſhe continued ſix years to- 
gether. And what was the more to 
be wondred at, excepting her exact 
rules of Economie ; her endowments 
were like other perſons. But ſhe or- 
dercd this ſo cunninigly,that it gained 
upon the Popes affethions to ſuch a 
degree, as made way tor her to act 
without law or reſtraint. 

She reduced the Datary to her ab- 
ſolute diſpole ; For whereas betore, 
the Maſter of the Datary was abfo- 
lure, to fell all Places at 4 certain 

Rate : 
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| 


Rate ; he was now left a ſimple Exe- | 
cutour of the Pupe's Orders, and 
many times of Donna Olimpia's little 
Notes ; though indeed , what the 
Pope commanded, proceeded from 
her direCtions, However, the Car- 
dinal that was Maſter of the Datary, 
being a wiſe man, took all in good 
part; though every one piticd him 
tor ſo great a Shght as was put upon 
his perſon, 

ln fine, whatever Office at Court 
tcl], nothing was difpoſed of, without 
the knowledge and good-liking of 
Donna Olimpiz. It any Benefices were 
tobe beſtowed, great or ſmall, the 
Ofhcers of the Datary were to keep 
them in hand , rill ſhe had fully in- 
formed her ſelf of their value ; and 
then ſhe culled out the beſt for her 
own diſpoſal. Whatever Biſhoprick 


F yay : 0 
tell void, they thar pretended toit, | 
were to addrefs rhemiclves to hers | 


and he that offered moſt , without | |. 


conttderation, either of Capacity or 
Detert, 


eh HS 
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Deſert, was introduced. Abbeys , 


Canonicates, and all other Dignities 
and Governments, whether Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical , were all conferred at 
Donna Olimpia's pleaſure and com- 
mand : before _ —_ was no 
appearing empty handed. Nay,you 
wry bring Ne full value of the 
Place : For the Rates were ſo let, 
that an Office of a thouſand Crowns 
a year, that laſted but three years, - 
he that had it, was to pay a years 
Revenue to Donna Olimpa 3 it tix 
years, double, and ſo on proportio- 
nably : But if it were an Office for 
Life , ſhe would not be aſhamed to 
alk the Moiety of the Revenue for 
the firſt twelve years. Some Biſho- 
pricks lay void, more than five years 
together, (however , ſhe received 
the profits of them all that while,) 
only becauſe ſhe could not find a 
Chapman for them , that would pre- 
ſent her at ſo dear a Rate. An Ab- 


| bot of the Kingdome of Naples , beg- 


gerred 
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gered his Houſe , by coveting {1 
Biſhoprick, that was at Dozna 0lrm- 
pia's dilpole : For he was given to 
underſtand , he muſt pay twenty 
thouſand Crowns for it, if he would 
baveit, The poor man, who could 
not make up {uch a ſum in his whole 
Family , perlwaded his Brothers tq 
joyn in the ſelling all their Patrimo-| 
ny , and take up upon Credit what 
they could , to make up the ſum; 
Which being done , and the money 
paid , he was named to the Biſho-} 
'prick, but dycd before he had been 
fully poſiciled. Thus was the whole 
Family ruined , and Donna Olimpia 
re{tored to the polleflion of the Be- 
nefice , which the fold again to ſome | 
other perlon. 

Such was the exorbitance of this 
modern 4grippina's avarice, that ſhe 


made hcr conſent ſo neceſlary in! 
promoting any body , as without | 
nothing could paſs. Oftentimes ſhe | 


would make the Cardinals treat the 
ſame 
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fame Buſineſs over again in theirCon- 
gregations , which they had difpat- 
ched once before, and confirmed 
by a Definitive Decree ; nay more, 
in thoſe very Congregations where 
the Pope himſelt had been preſent, 
and concurred in perſon. 

Through this great influence 
came it to paſs, that all the Court 
Officers, either out of fear or hopes, 
made court to her , not performing 
the leaſt duty without her know- 
ledge or advice. 

Cardinal Panzzrolo himſelf,though 
ſo much taken up with the bulineſs 
of his Place, betides his frequent 
indiſpoſitions 3 was nevertheleſs, to 
1umour this Lady , obliged many 


' times to go in perſon to find her our, 


and give her an accompt of all the 
fecret Afﬀeairs that occurred. Thus 
ſhe from time to time with a Maje- 


| ftick nod, Pope-like, a bundle of 


*| Memorials in her hand already reſol- 


| ved upon, would ſpend hours with 


Is 
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his Holineſs in ripening her Propofi- 


tions ; the which were often deſcan- 
ted upon, with bitterneſs enough 
ſometimes. For the ſharp Wits were 
as well piqued as aſtoniſhed , to ſee 
the Court fo cloſe towards men of 
deſert , and ſo prodigal upon thoſe 
that deſerved nothing, There was 
no medling with the faults of thoſe 
that had the power in their hands, 
though all men were moved with 
indignation, to reflect, how with a 
look of this Lady , people were ba- 
niſhed the Court, eyen thoſe that 
were the ſole hopes of the Family of 
Panfilio, Every one was amazed to 
{ce the unnaturalneſs of the Pope, 


mm 


who was not ſcnſtble cf the propl- | 
tious inclination of Heaven towards 
his Family through his Nephew, 
who in the time of his Exile had two 
Sons by the Princeſs ( which by o- | 
ther Popes was always eſtcemed the | 
greateſt bleſſing: ) but continued | 


lo little concerned at all tl,is, that he ' 


never 


' 

n 

| 
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never ſo much as thought-of calling 
him back. 

And now it is fit you ſhould know , 
the reaſon z why the Pope . was ſo 
hardened, as to regard his Nephews 
Offspring 1o little. At what time 
Donna Ulimpia had perſwaded the 
Pope to make Don Camillo Cardinal, 
againſt his Holineſs own ſenſe , that 
of his Relations and Panzirolo's ; the 
made ule of this deviliſh pretence, 
that her Son was inſufficient , and 
therefore It would do very 1ll to 
make any Lady ſo miſerable by ſuch 
a Match : bclides, that it muſt have 


been a great afiiiction to the Man, 


when he found himſe]f uncapable 
ever of having Children. Upon this, 
when ſhe underſtood the Princeſs was 
with Child , and afterwards brought 
to bed of a luſty Boy , ſhe took up 
more wicked and helliſh courſes than 
formerly. She put it intothe Pope's 
head (I tremble to think of ſo horrid 
an action) te ſuſpect the _— 
: F 2 the 
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the Princeſs of Roſ/ano her Daugh- 


ter-in-Jlaw , and made him believe 
the Children were indeed hers but 
not her Husbands , who was utterly 
uncapable of Generation. 

The Pope ſoon believed it , as 
coming from Donna Olimpia's mouth, 
to whom he had ſworn entire ſub- 
miſton : For between theſe two 
there paſſed nothing more than com- 
mand and obedience : ſhe faid the 
word, and he obeyed. Infomuch, 
that ſome faid ſhe had laid a charm 


upon him. And truly I am apt to | 


believe it : how elſe ( laying aſide 
all other conſiderations ) were 1t 
poſſible that ſuch a red-faced, clow- 
niſh fellow ſhould prove fo comple1- 
{ant in love to a Lady, eſpecially to 
this, without ſome Diabolical En- 
chantment ? 

The Hiltorics of former ages can- 
not produce the like , I do not fay in 
a Pope, for in that it 1s particular, 


but in any other Prince or Monarch. 
| 
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I confeſs there hath becn, and that a 
Tyrant, who hath delivered himſelf 
over to ſome Woman : but it was in 
the affections of his Soul, and not his 
Scepter. It he admitted her into 
his Bed, ſhe entred not -into his 
Councels: if in private he adored 
her, he took no notice of her in pub- 
lick : if he made a preſent of his per- 
ſon to her, he did not fo of his King- 
dom : it he permitted her to rule 
himſelf, yet not his people: and if 
he did go lo far as to allow her ſome 
authority in publick , ſome power in 
his Throne, 1t was undoubtedly with 
ſo much- caution at leaſt, that ſhe 
ſhould not be able to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of due reſpe& to the regal 
Majeſty. But 1nnocert, on the other 
fide , preſented Donna Olimpia not 
only with his heart and affeCtions, 
but with his hand, perſon, and do- 
minon; without reſtraint , limit or 
reſpect : and it is molt afjuredly true, 
that never any King gave ſo much 

EF 2 power 
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power to his Wife , nor any Queen 
Regent commanded her Councels 
with ſo much authority , as Donna 


Olin;pia had uſurped unto her ſelf 


both over Pope ,- Councel, and 
People. 


Such-was the imperiouſneſs of this ' 
Lady, that ſhe endevoured to null 
the Decrees of the Church , and did | 


in effe&t fo ſhake them, reducing 
what former Popes had ordained to 
that degree, that all men appre- 
hended a Schiſm in the Church. And 
truly one, would think it were Schiſm 
cnough to ſee a Lidy and the Pope 
change places. A thouſand exam» 
= might be brought of the un- 

card-of power of Donna Olimpia : 
but that they are ſuch as would more 
offend the cars than fatisfie the cu- 
riofity of any man. I will therefore 


conclude all in one , both for bre+ | 


 vity and civilitics ſake. 


( who is yet alive) one of her Bro- 
thers 
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thers Sons , about eighteen years of 
-age, of a ſheepiſh look , no preſence 
or aſped of a man , wholly unexpe- 
rienced'in the world, a great Dunce, 
uncapable of impreſſion , not able to 
entertain diſcourſe, 11} made and 
worſe ſpoken, addifted only to ſuch 
recreations as ſuit with mean and 
{ low Spirits. This creature with 
much adoe was once brought before 
the Pope, who turning to Dorn 
0/impia that had introduced him,ſaid, 
1 beſeech you Siſter let him come n0 
nearer , for he js ten times uglier than 
my ſelf. For all this , through the 
importunity of the Aunt , he made 
him Cardinal at Eighteen years old, 
not only tothe wonder of the Court, 
butall Chriſtendom. And this is Car- 
dinal 4/aldarhini, who in his viſits 
that he either gives or receives al- 
ways makes uſe of a ſet form of 
Complements, which he hath got by 
heart 3 and if you put him out of his 
road , he never fails to talk non- 

F 4 ſenſe. 
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ſenſe. Juſt about the ſame time at 


Rome the Statue of Marforio was hid 


by a Palace that was built about it; 
upon which there were a thouſand 
Paſquils made 5 among which I re- 
member one was, 
Take it not ſo to heart Paſquino, 
Tour Companion is Maldachino. 

 , Andtruly this Cardinal is and will 
be the Carneval or Jack-pudding of 
the Apoſtolick Colledge, the Chur- 
ches ſcandal and the reproach of the 
Court. The inſtructions that Don- 
a Olimpia his Aunt gave him , that 
he ſhould keep Learned men in his 
Family, was of ſmall uſe to him, who 
had not wit enough to make any be- 
nefit by their converſation. Nor 
wanted this Lady cruelty : for ſhe 
was the cauſe of 1/aſcarmbruno's exe- 
cution, and of divers others , out of 
whom , when ſhe had drawn what 
poney ſhe could in their life-time, 
ſhe hoped for more by their Death. 


Nay,ſhe took away the Datary from 
Cardinal 


{ 
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Cardinal Cecchin X and uſed Palotta 
ſo ill, that he would often fay he 
had rather be in a Cloiſter liable to 
the impertinence of a Monk , than 
in Rome under the Tyranny of Dorx- 
na Olimpia. 

So did this Lady govern the 
Court, that Parzirolo made it his bu- 
ſineſs with the' Pope to make him 
underſtand the complaints of all the 
Embaſladors, to find the Court with- 
out ſome Miniſter to convey their 
addreſles to his Holineſs ; _ COn- 
cerned that they muſt ſtill be forced 
upon all occaſions to treat immedi- 
ately with the Pope, who would ne- 
ver give them a good nay, or a bad 
yeazthat 1s,an anſwer to any purpoſe. 
AtlJaſt, weary , asI ſuppoſe, of the 
continual importunities of his Siſter- 
in-law , and the taking upon him all 
Audiences, not having allowed him- 


iclt hitherto that affi{tance his Pre- 


decellors always thought requilite , 
he hearkened to advice, 
The 
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The place the Title of Cardinal- 
Patron carries along with it (which 
is never conferred but upon a Ne- 
phew) is very conſiderable, and of 
equal wcight of honour and bulineſs. 
When the Pope is indiſpoſed , or 
hath a mind to be private , he re- 
ceives the Embaſladors ; with whom 
he hath power to treat , but to re- 
ſolve nothing ; though indeed Gre- 
gory the F ach referred all to 
his Nephew. Beſides, he ſubſcribes 
the Letters of the Nutz Legats, Go- 
vernours of Provinces , Prelides in 
the Councel of State; and in ſhort,all 
that ought to come before the Pope 
pailes thorough his hands, As yet 
this help was wanting to Inmocent , 
who through his languiſhing condi- 
tion had great need of it , as being 
very troubleſome to the .Emballa- 

dors that had to do with him. 
Therefore, to caſc himlelt of bu- 
lineſs, he held conference with Pan- 
Zirolo , which likewiſe ſet his Ne- 
phews 


I 
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phews alla. work. Many were pro- 


| poteU ,” and {till thwarted by Dona 


olimpia, topreſetve her own intereſt, 
though ſhe ever ſeemed willing, and 
at laſt through the urgency of affairs 
was ſo upon condition it were one 
wholly at her beck. Cardinal A!- 
bergati was firſt thought on, who 
calls himſelf by the Title of Cardi- 
nal Ludoviſte, This the Prince 
Lndoviſio puſhed earneſtly forwards, 
as being defirous , fince he had none 
himſelf, to have one fo near of blood 
to him in publick employment : But 
his Brothers ignorance and ſ1mpli- 
city in private affairs much more in 
In publick , procured him the Ne- 
gative, Next was brought up Fa- 
ther Fabio Albereati . the Cardinals 
Brother, a Jeſuit : but the Pope de- 
clared he would not aggrandize one 
houle with the advancement of three 
Brothers. At Jaſt , after long de- 
bate, to the wonder of all men , and 


the preat difatisfaction of the Popes . 


kin- 
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kindred , was declared an adopte 
Nephew of another houſe, who with 
his Cardinalſhip had the name of Pay. 
170 conferred upon him,and the title 
of Cardinal-Patron. But it will not be 
amils to give you the whole ſtory 
of it , as being an Election that did 
highly exaſperate Dona 011pra,why 
inveighed moſt furioutly againſt the 
promoter of this bulinels, 

This new Cardinal may be rec- 
koned amongſt the moſt unexpected 
prodigies of fortune for theſe many 
Ages. For without any relation of 
blood to the Pope , without merit, 
nay void of all endowments that 
ſhould render a man eſtimable in the 
Court of Rome, not having the leaſt 


familiarity with the Pope, only | 


known to him by ſight ; was for all 
this (not the leaſt ſuſpected of it ) ad- 
vanced to be Cardinal Nephew , as 
t he had been of the bloud of the 
Panfilir.He had no other qualification 
for lo eminent a place,but the cxtra- 
Ction 
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ion from a truly noble Fami- 
ly, which notwithſtanding was 
6 deeply engaged indebts that it 
ſunk every day. His name was 
Camillo Aſtalli, of twenty ſeven 
years of age , of a gentile Garb and 
addreſs, and good qualities enough 
to advance him to a Biſhoprick, but 
no farther. That whſch added to 
the Courts wonder , was to ſce one 
raiſed to ſo important a preferment 
for the afliſtance of the Pope in the 
moſt weighty matters of State and 
Politick affairs;who was to ſeek in all 
forts of Politicks for want of practice 
in bulineſles of that nature , which 
never came in his way till now, The 


introduction that he had by means 


| ofhis charge at Rome, came through 


the affinity the Marquils his Brother 
had contracted by marrying the 
Niece of Dona Olixzpia; who made 
it her buſineſs to iook atter honour 
and preferment for the advance of 


a {trange Family now by Marriage 
become 
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become her own, as eſteemin 
ſelf not in ſo ſplend:d a condition a 
was tit for a Pope's Kinlwoman. And 
what cncouraged her the more tq 
be ſfolicitous , was the-conlideration 
of the {lender portion ſhe went of 
with , counting the reſt upon the 
expettations ſo near an affinity with 
the Pope mult needs promiſe:thou 
indeed it had proved a bait that had 
rg many , and made them rec: 
on without their Hoſt. However 
the Houle of 4ſta/l; had great good 
luck to ally themſclves with Dorn: 
Olimpis, For howbcit they wanted 
not for Nobility , yet had they no 
Eſtate: to maintain it ; beſides that 
the greateſt ſhare of what remained 
was by the connivance of Dom 
Olimpia layed out upon a Clerk of 
the Chambers place; upon which the 
whole Family of Aſtall: relyed; 
nor had they had that to truſt to 
without her advice. And indeed 
it ſucceeded well with him, who had 


by 
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by that means a free addreſs to the 
Court, together with the relation 
his Brother had contratted with 
Donna Olimpia, belides that the place 
was very Honorable. He applyed 
himſelf to court Cardinal Panzirole 
in the higheſt manner , and he did 
wiſely in it : for he plainly ſaw next 
to Donna Olimpia,he had the greateſt 

wer with the Pope. Fortune 
would have it ſo, that he found an 
equal return of kindneſs from the 
Cardinal, who gave himſelf up cap- 
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_ behaviours that appeared in 
this youth : however, againſt the 
Cardinal's uſual manner, who would 
never undertake to favour any bo- 
dy before the Pope ; not out of any 
ill nature, but becauſe he found the 
Pope willing all favours ſhould pro- 
ceed from Donna Olimpia, Never- 
theleſs here it fell out otherwile : 
for Pawzirolo had poſleiled the Po 

lo far with a good opinion of Aſtalli, 
repre- 
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repreſenting of him as a man fit for} 


great employment ; that he induced 
the Pope tv be taken with the car- 
riage of the young man. After- 
wards , when they came to conſult 
how the Pope might be eaſed in the 
weight of bulineſs , there nct bei 

one of his Kindred found fit for F; 


great an undertaking, and be ha- | 


ving, through Donna Olimpia's per- 
ſwalion, an utter averſion for them; 
Parzirola was hearkened to , who 
had preferred his favourite before 
all other confiderations. 

This action was remarked by the 
Court of Keme tor one of the molt 
extravrdinary tha had appeared 
upon the Stage of Kore a long time. 

However, they knew the Pope 
could not do otherwilc : For though 
it was in his power to caſe himſelf, 
by appointing Miniſters, to whom he 
—_ give what authority he plea- 
ſed , without placing a perſon not 


qualified for it in ſo eminent adegree, | 


which 


— 
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' which muſt oblige him to provide all 
neceſlaries for a; Nephew , 4ftallz 
being wholly unfurniſhed ; yet here 
lay. the difficulty , that whereas the 
main deſign of the Pope in this, was 
to:remit the Audiences and Nego- 
tiations of Embaliladours to him, and 
the diſcuſſion of-all Intrigues 3 and 
the Embafladours never uſed. to 


, | treat with any under the.title of 


Nephew , it was found requiſite to 
advance Aſtalli to a Cardinalſhi P- 
But before they would accept of 
Andience from him , the Embaſla- 
dours would have it publiſhed 
thorough Kome: which was done,and 
the Pope declared him his Nephew, 
giving him the adoptive name of 
Cardinal Parfilio , and the title of 
Cardinal-Patron. By which Decla- 
ration, all difficulties being removed, 
the: Embaſladours diſpoled them- 
ſelves to treat with . this new Ne- 
phew, though not without diſtaſte, 


Many applyed themſelves to a 
G {trict 
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ſiri& examination of this Affair : and 
what made them the more curioug, 


was a ftrong fancy , that it wholl 
roceeded from Cardinal Panzzrolp, 
hey | confidered therefore what 
motives carried him on , tv bring 


ſuch a perfon upon the ſtage , who 


mult of neceflity eclipſe him and all | 


his deliberations, by the conſpicuous 
degree he held above him. Art Jaſt 
they diſcovered it to be a piece of 
great Cunning , and like the Pro- 
du& of Panzirolo, His main defign 
was to weaken the infolent authority 
of Daxne Olimpiaz which he thought 
impoffible to work any other way , 
than by introducing a Nephew to 
the Pope's liking : and thus finding 
the Pope inclined to take that conrle, 
he it his buſineſs to effect it. 
He knew moreover, that not only 
the m_ of Dona Viimpia would 
be diminiſhed by this , but his own 
augmented , as well afluring himſelf, 
the young man uncxpericnced _ 
t 
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the Politicks , that he might not ap- 
pear wholly Ignofant betore the 
Pope, would undertake nothing 
without his advice : and thus ſhould 
he have the abſolute diſpoſe of 
Court Afﬀeairs, at leaſt for ſome time. 
They will likewiſe have 1t. that Par- 

zirolo had another deſign deeper 
| than allthis; that is, by this means 
when the Pape dyed, as he was one 
that flew at all, he imagined to com- 
_ his ends more readily : For he 
cooked upon it as a very fair gcca- 
lion, by having raiſed this young 
man to ſo high a preferment z who 
would no doubt ws ſo mindful of 
the good turn , that in gratitude to 
him, he would ſeek all means of re- 


| turn by afliſting him in the EleRion 


to Saint Peter's Chair , being pretty 
confident already of the Barbarincs 
and the Sparriards, 

Put he gained not more( leſs per- 
chance ) upon the young man's at- 
feftions, than he did upon the ha- 
tred of the Popes Kindred and Rela- 
G 2 trons : 
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tions : For hardly was it known 
(being fo ſecretly carried, that Dox- 
7a Olinpia never miſtruſted the leaſt 
till it was done ) but jealouſies mul- 
tiplyed immediately , and bitternel 
againſt both promoter and promo- 
ted, that ſo eminent a Favour ſhould 
be conferred upon a ſtrange Family, 
The attections of the Pope were no 
ſouner won towards this adoptive 
Nephew , but they took deep root 
preſently ; fo that he did all for the 
making him conſiderably great to his 
Place , which tended very much to 
the leſſening the Houſe of Parfiln, 
Hence proceeded herce exaſpers- 
tions againſt Parzirolo, as the chic 
Engine of this miſchief. Principally 
Donna Olimpia,who uſed to have at- 
count of all the State myſteries at 
Court, and now ſecing her ſelf clearly 
wiped of that interelt, was ſeverely 
netled , thundring out nothing but 
fury and diſdain againſt Pantzirs, 
taxing him for a Villain and a Iray- 
tor, 
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tor, not forbearing her invectives 
(through the confidence the had with 
him.) in the Pope's own preſence. 
Innocent however employed this 
Nephew , committing to his charge 
the Afﬀairs of his own Houle , and 
the adminiſtration of the additional 
Fortune to the Primogeniture of 
the Houſe of Parfilio, as knowing 
him fit for ſuch/a bulineſs. And this 
helped to make the Bloud of Prince 
Camillo boil higher, who. was the 
true Nephew of the Pope : being 
upbraided thereby , as one that un- 
derſtood not how to manage his own 
Afairs, ſometimes with ſafpition of 
his honeſty. 
- This Cardinal-Patron gave Audi- 
ence to the Embaſladors and Miniſt- 
ers of Princes, with great Patience 
and civility , as likewiſe to Courtiers 
and other particular men , who not 
having eaſie acceſs to the Pope them- 
ſelves, had their recourſe to him to 
mediate for them. Neyertheleſs, this 
G 3 was 
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was but a ſeeming fatisfaftion in the 
general : For to particular buſineſs 
of importance he never gave Qther 


anſwer, than that he would relate it | 


to his Holineſs; nor upon the rela- 
tion made any other report,than that 
the buſineſs would be taken int6 
conlideration; which in the language 
of the Court of Rawe , is as muchas 
to ſay , there would little or nothing 
be done in it. 

The Pope communicated all State 
Afﬀairs to this Cardinal, not in order 
to lay the weight of them upon him, 
but to train him up to Buſineſs. For 
he would not confidetoc much in {0 
raw a States-man Jeſt he ſhould fail 
him. So that hs had no more of Car- 
dinal-Patron than the Title, and Ho 
nour ( which was yet of no ſmall 
conſequence ) to ſubſcribe the Let- 
tcrs of the Nuntii, Legats, Gover- 
nours of Provinces,and-other of the 
moſt conſiderable Officers under the 
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ters and diſpatches of Letters , they 
were drawn up by a young man, who 
was bred Secretary under Panzirolo, 
and by him brought into this Office, 
as well deſerving it for his aptneſs 
in buſineſs. 

To comfort a little the checked 
ambition of Done Olimpia, and to 
aſſwage her wrath, the Pope would 
have the Cardinal viſit the faid Lady 
ſometimes, and impart to her ſuch 
Affairs as he thought beſt, But he 
for the molt part told her all, as be- 
ing of little value to him, ſince nei- 
ther he nor ſhe were to determine 
them, The Pope's Relations durſt 
not ſeem diffatished with the Cardi- 
nal-Patrons advance ; left they 
ſbould be thought to queſtion his 
judgement, who had made fo free a 
Choice : beſides that the Cardinal 
always ſhewed himſelf unwilling to 
oppoſe himſelf to, or promote any 
thing that might give dillike ' to the 


Relations of his chief Benefactour:for 
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all that, the jcalouſie of the one, and 


inveteracy of the. other , burnt in» | 


wardly like hot embers. 
The advice of this new Nephew 
was hardly diſperſed over Chriſten 
dom, before there appeared upon 
the'Stage a Scene, which many did 
expect would follow the Declaraticn 
of a Cardinal Patron. 
The Pope was refolved to diſmik 
. Donna Olimpiathe Court , but with 
good words , as unwilling to diſob- 
lige her Ladyſhip , who was the 
Idol of his heart. - Nay, they ſay, he 
did it with tears inhis eyes, and the 
greateſt regret imaginable : but yet 
hedid it, He gave order therefore 
that Done Olimpia ſhould not ony 
withdraw her ſelf from all his At 
fairs, Publike or Private, I cmpor 
ral or Spiritual :' but for the future 
{hould not preſume t9 come into his 
preſence, or under the rao of his 
ralace. Which Injunction was ſomer 
thing mitigated thie riext day , per 
"By miſhicn 
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miſſion being given (ſuch is the force 
of Love) to come 7 ncognita and COn- 
fer with him , which was denied to 


thoſe of his own Blood, This acci- - 


dent , as it was thought unpractica- 
ble,upon cenſideration of old ſcores, 
ſo after it came to pals, forced ap- 
plauſe , even from thoſe.that hated 
all who were concerned in It. 

The Reaſon that moved the Pope 
to take up ſuch a Reſolution was 
diverlly alledged. Some would have 
it that the little Rallies that run dai- 
Pl about the Court, inevery corner, 

111 playing upon the ſtrange courſe 
of Government , was taken: which 
Rumours were either [conccaled 
from, or at leaſt diflſembled by the 
Pope hitherto ; not being reſolved 
what courſe was belt to take toſtop 
the mouths, not only ct the Court, 
but of all Cluiſtendom 5: and par- 
ticularly of the Proteſtants in the 
Northern parts, who made 1t the 
greateſt part of their divertilſement 
to 
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to jeſt upon Doxne Olimpia and the 
Pope : ſo that they did not only take 
the liberty of treating both the one 
and the other with ſharp and biting 
diſcourſe, but a diſdainful meen 


evidenced how firmly they believed | 


what they ſaid. 

One day amongſt the reſt was 
preſented to the Pope a Gold Me- 
dal, of about ten Piſtols value, by 
the Cardinal Patron: who told him 
he had received in a Letter ſome 
Satyrs without a Name , and {6 
ſhewed them to him. Upon the one 
fide of this Medal was Donna Olim- 
pia, with the Pope's Mitre upon her 
head, and Saint Peter's Keys in her 
hand; on the reverſe , the Pope, 
with his head drefled up like a Lady, 
and a Spindle and Rock in his hand * 
a thing that provoked much to the 
ruine of Dorne Olimpia, Tt is very 
certain , the Cardinal ought not to 
have diſcovered it , for tear of dif- 


compofing / his Holineſs : but he 


would 
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would ſhew it to help to the de- 
ſtrution of Donna Olimpia , who 
| ſtood in competition with him. Thus 
under colour cf doing his duty, 
played he his own game. 


It was faid the Pope reſolved to: 


baniſh his Sifter-in-law from the 
Court , upon advice of a certain 
Comedy that was repreſented in Lox- 
don before Cromwell, called The Mar- 
riace of the Pope ;, in which am 
other things was brought in, for 
ſport to the Engliſh, and reproach to 
the Papiſts , that the Pope deſiring 
to marry Dorna Olimpia , and the re- 
him , ſaying , ſhe would not 
have ſuch a beaſtly ugly fellow for 
her Husband < tv win her , offered 
her a Key , which ſhe refuſed as too 
mean a Preſent ; upon which, being 
reſolved to have her, he offe1ed her 
both Keys. But you muſt know firſt, 
that when he preſcnted her with 
one, Donna Olimpia asked him whe- 
ther it was the Key of Hell or Para- 
dile ; 
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diſe ; to which the Pope anſwering, 
it was that of Paradiſe ; ſhe reply- 
ed, Then give me the other too : for 
you {ball not think to have it in your 

nds when you are weary of me, to 
command the Devil totake me away. 
Thus when he had preſented her 
with both Keys , the Wedding was 
kept and concluded with a Ball of 
Monks and Nuns, who took great fa- 
tisfaction to think that it might come 
to their turn one day to be married 
likewiſe, 

It was thought by many , that 
what helped to widen this breach, 
was a cloſe diſcourſe the Emperour 
had with the Nuntio Melz7, that was 
at Vienna , who was condoling with 
this Prelate the fatal ſtroke he had 
received from Rome, by the conclu- 
ſion of Peace with the Swedes, with- 
out regard had to the Catholick 
Religion ; in defenſe of which, they 
ought always to have [{tood upon 
their Guard, In ſo much, that the 
Emperour | 
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Emperour could not refrain a ſharp 
reſentment of it to the Nuntio, tel- 
ling him, The Pope hath a brave time 
of it Signor Nuntio, for Donna Olim- 

ia to claw his Pate to make him ſicep - 
and fo faid no more. Melzz after 
this being come back to Kome, and 
urged by the Pope to relate clearly 
what the Emperour had ſaid upon 
the receipt of his Letter about the 
accompt of the Peace with Sweder, 
failed not to repeat it word for 
word. This a little wakened the 
Pope , and made him reflect, that if 
he had ſuch checks fromCatholick 
Princes, ſuch as is the Auſtrian Fa- 
mily in Germany , ſurely he muſt 
expect much more ſevere from thoſe 
that deteited his Uſurpation. 

All theſe things were enough not 
only to ſhake , mo utterly to have 
ruined Dora Olimpia, And no 
doubt they made deep impreſſion 
in the Pope, however that ſome will 
not have it ſo, but that it was - 2 

Fable 
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Fable of the Cardinals preſenting 


him with the Medal, But be it fo, } 


it is molt aſſuredly true, that not one 
but many , both of Gold and Silver 
were diſperſed about Rome: and 
probably ; he that found a way to 
coyn them , was ingenious enough 
to find a way alſo to canvey them to 
the Pope. Others will have it , that 
it was as little true, that ſuch a Play 
was ated before Cromwel/, as we 
fpoke ' of above, We will grant 
therefore, that 1t was a meer Inven- 
tion of the people of Howe, and by 
conſequence much worſe : for it 
muſt needs be a greater mortificati- 
on to ſee his own Subjects take the 
part of Hereticks againſt him. Net- 
.ther could he remain ignorant of 
ought, fince thoſe that breathed out 
nothing but deſtruQion to Donne 
Olimpia , would leave no ſtone un- 
turned to make known to the Pope 

any thing of this nature. 
The general opinion Is, that Par- 
v1ro.0 
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zirolo was the contriver and inſtry- 
- ment of. this fall. For as he ſtood 
" always at the Pope's elbow , to wait 
an! occaſion. of overthrowing that 
great confidence and power Dozng 
Vlimpia had : this was offered him, 
at that very time he was taxed by 
the ſame Lady for a Traytor , one 
that had undermined the whole 
houſe of Paxfilio , by preferring tg 
the Pope's favour one that was a 
ſtranger to them. Paxzarolo there- 
fore lets fall theſe expreſſions ; That 
he was much concerned for the mis- 
fortune of the great Princes, that 
they ſhould be the laſt in relenting 
the wrang was done them , and the 
affronts put upon that majelty they 
held, putting all up with that patt- 
ence as ſeemed monſtrous to the 
world, Thus with a dryneſs which 
was natural to him, aggravating the 
circumſtances, he purſued the ſeries 
of his diſcourſe , and preſled it fo 

home to the Pope , that (being in 


that 
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that diſtraftion, &-refleCting vpon the 


outcries and noiſe the whole world F 


made,” together with the infuffeta.. 
ble importunity'of this Lady,for lier 
too great preſumption beyond the 
bounds of common modeſty) he for- 
bac! her his preſence and the Court. 
There are thoſe: that- are veril 
perſwaded, what contributed wah 
to the diſgrace of Donna Olimpia, 


was the diſcourſe of a Roya! Embal- | - 


fadour , who endevoured' l]ily to 
ſubvert this Lady , not out of any 
private grudge, but that he was dil- 
pleaſed as a Romwm Catholick , to 
hear {o many diſconrſes, to rhe great 
ſcandal of the ' Church.” © Talking 
theretore one day with the Pope, 
and being denyed his Requeſt, he 
made bold to tell him, Perchance 
what your Holineſs will not do for my 
King, you will do it for JyOur Donna O- 
limpia, to--whom 1 now go to make my 
addreſs. This he ſpoke betwixt Jelt 
and Earneſt , bur fo, that it cut the | 
Pope 


W. 


Donna Olimpiza. 97 


Pope to the very heart. However? 


* heſeemed not to take notice of any 


thing, butreplyed in general terms : 
That not the whole World , much 
leſs Donna Olimpia , ſhould remove 
him from a juſt Reſolution. The 
Embaſladour gone : he ſtrook his 
hand upon the Table, and was heard 
toſay, The Devil take all Women, and 
thoſe that prefer them thus. An evi- 
dent token of the Popes diſpleature, 
that his Authority ſhouid be made 
ſo ridiculous through means of this 
Lady. And it is molt certain, the 
Papal. Authority was never lo little 
relvetied , As it was 1n the time of 
Innocent, The Catholick Princes 
would often make ſport at this new 
mode of Female Government , be- 
cauſe they ſaw the Proteſtant Princes 
langh at it. Nay, theſe would at 
times bewail the miſerable condi- 
tion of the Komiſh Church , becauſe 
they ſaw the Catholicks themſelves 
doſlo, Who indeed could forbear 

H tears, 
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tears, to ſce that there was no more | 
ſending of Embaſſadours to the 
Pope, but to Dorna Olimpia; no | 
more to the Court , but to a Ladies |} 
Palace ! 

One Prince among the relt, of the 
molt conſiderable in Exrope , ſent 
an Extraordinary Embaſladour to 
Kome ; to whom, after having given 
him his necetlary Inſtructions , he 
gave in charge at his laſt farewell, 
If by the application of our Anthority, 
you can make no impreſſion upon the 
Pope , endevour to gain him by bribing 
Donna Olimpia to wſe her power, And 
It was a reaſonable advice : for 1 
know by one of the greateſt Conh- 
dents of the Embaſladours Retinue, 
that the Buſineſs had not been ob- 
tained without great expence. 

Cardinal Aſtal/i , after the death 
of Innocent , hath faid in ſome com- 
panies : that nothing was ſaid: of 
Donna Olimpia in any part of Exrope, 
that the Pope knew not of ; ſcem- 
ing | 
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ever to take little notice, and to 
| fiShe all, as only an effect of ma- 
| lice. Thus he bore it out before 
'F cthers, though he himſelt was pric- 
ked, as it was evidently ſeen by 
the alteration of his countenance. 
But upon advice of a Sermon prea- 
ched at Geneva , wherein Donna 0- 
limpia was mentioned : he was fo 
highly diſturbed, that he ate nothing 
for two days together , but fretted 
and vented his choler upon whom- 
ſoever was with him. Now he was 
informed of this Story thus. 

The Pope's Numtio's Secretary 
that was at Paris, by order of his 
Maſter returned to Kome , to confer 
with his Holineſs about ſome Afﬀair, 
that could not well be committed to 
a Letter. So ſoon as he had deli- 
vered his Errand , and would have 
taken his leave for the firft time : the 
Pope began to enquire of him con- 
cerning his Voyage, and by what 
way he came from Paris to Rome 3 
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upon which the Secretary anſwered, 
that he paſſed Incognito through Ge- 
neva; and what lays that rebellious 
City of Us? reply's the Pope. The 
Secretary told him, You can m_ 
no goodneſs, moſt holy Father, from ' 
your Enemies. Well, but ( fayes 
the Pope ) what ſay they? Then 
the - Secretary thinking himſelf ob- 
liged to tell the truth, and not to 
lye in the Pope's preſence , or whe- 
ther he had ſome other Reaſon for 
it : thus told him : 40ſt holy Father, 
T ſtayed but one day in this City, where 
7 obſerved a greater Civility in the 
People, than T imagined to have found, 
But the more ſatssfa@ion TI received 


from without , the greater was my in- 


ward mortification : ſor having the 
curioſity to obſerve the religious Rites 
of theſe People , ſo mnch contrary to 
thoſe of Rome : I got my Hoſt to carry 
me to their Church , juſt at Sermon 
time. My Hoſt told me afterwards 
the ſecond Preacher was a Lucchele, 


of - 
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of the noble Family of the Diodati, and 
was indeed a great Oratour, This per- 
ſon , whether he knew any thing of my 
coming , or that he did it in order to 
the diſcourſe he had formerly propeſed 
to himſelf”, took for his Text the 
words of Saint Paul written to Timo- 
thy , Suffer not a Woman to Teach, 
neither to rule over the Man. Upor: 
which he enlarged, to the great re- 
proach of our Church of Rome , that 
ſuffered it ſelf to be governed by a 
Woman. This was one of the moſt 
fatal ftrokes. I cannot tell whether 
the thing was really ſo, or that the 
Secretary invented it ; let it ſuffice 
that Cardinal 4ſzalli confeſleth, this 
Information took ſo ſtrongly with 
the Pope , that he verily believes he 
took up his Reſolution at this inſtant 
to baniſh Dona Olimpia from the 
Court. 
Nevertheleſs , he that will con(t- 
der alittle cloſer the Reaſon of this 


diſgrace, will find that the Pope 
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did not this out of diſlike or hatred 


to this Lady , but rather out of ex- 
treme kindneſs , that is, to take off 
the revilings of ſo many as ſet them- 
ſclves againſt her, and to appeaſe 


the murmurings 3 and too , beſides, 


out of ſome politick conſideration, 
that he might be taken for a zealous 
Pope. But it was impotſlible all the 
world ſhould be able to perſwade 
that a Vetlel of ſowre Vineager was 
become Moſcadel ; and truly it is 
hard to take a falſe Work out of a 
peece of Cloth, without ſpoiling the 
whole. 

That the Pope was not diſftaſted, 
is no difficult matter to believe: For 
the Evening before he came to this 
Reſult, he ſent to call Donna Olrmpin, 
with whom he held conference four 
or five hours in private : and It 1s 
verily thought the Pope adviſed her 
to take the difgrace of bamſhment 
fora little while trom the Court pa- 
ticntly , till fach time as the mali- 
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cious mouths ſhould be ſtopped 3 
and then he promiſed to call her 
back again, as in effect he did. Thus 
the Pope did, as Mothers that threa- 
ten their Children, all the while 
they hold them in their arms. He 
commands Donna Olimpia with a 
loud Voice, that upon any pretence 
whatever, ſhe appear not before 
him : but afterwards tells her in her 
Ear , ſhe may come privately; ſo he 
diſcards her and calls her at the ſame 
time , and forbids her to be ſeen in 
publick, that he may have her the 
more to himſelf. 

But the good Man's Plot would 
not take : For in ſtead of {topping 
the mouths of the malicious, it made 
them ten times worſe : and the re- 
tirement of Donna Olimpia to her 
Palace, and withdrawingtrom pub- 
lick view , made them report about 
Rome , that the Pope was become 
Jealous in his old age : and this Ru- 
mour took the more eafily , becauſe 
H 4 tor 
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for the more private conveyance of 
the matter , ſhe went to him for the 
molt part by Night. 

Now behold all the Pope's Indigs 
nation againſt Dona Olimpia , and 
all the diſgrace ſhe underwent , du» 
ring her Brother-in-law's Reign : 
which was to ſee him by Night and 
not by Day , procure Favours in 
private , and not in publick, and to 
go to the Vatican for her own Inte> 
reſt, and not for that of others. 

And the truth is , this Lady refle- 
ting upon what was paſt, and what 
would be moſt for her Credit , did 
tor ſome days forbear to appear 
publickly : but all this while Loa 
not an Ace of her ſatisfaction. For 
though in appearance ſhe ſeemed a 
little to be eclipſed : yet made ſhe 
all good 1n ſecret, having Audience 
of his Holineſs mcognita,as I told you 
before. 

In this very nick of time that the 


Pope appeared to coal in his afte- 
ct10ns 
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| ions towards Donna Olimpia , he 


n to grow kind towards his Fa- 
mily and Blood. Who, after three 
years Baniſhment , at the Inſtigation 
and DireQions of the Siſter-in-law, 
were both Prince Camillo and his 


Lady (to take off the blemiſh of 


Unnatural ) called into Favour a- 
gain, upon condition they would 
expe no great matter of kindneſs 
from their Uncle,who was diſpoſed to 
oblige no bodyj but Donna Olimpia. 

There was no body in Kore that 
did not come to welcome them 
home 3 and that not ſo much for the 
Prince, as the Princeſs her ſake, who 
deſerved to be pityed for many Rea- 
ſons, having reecived the higheſt 
Injuries, and with fo groſs Affronts 
to her perſon , not only from the 
w_ and her hair-brain'd Mother- 
in-law, but even from her own Hus- 
band ; that after Hony-moon was 
over , he ſeemed to cool in his atic- 
Ctions, though to ſo fair and noble 
an 
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an Objet, However, being retur- 
ned into Favour and good Recepti 
on with the Pope, though they lived 
not very happily together , yet the 
Princeſs carried it ſo prudently , a 
to wink at all faults. But hardly 


4 - was Immocent dead, when all broke 


out to the prejudice of them both, as 
giving occaſion to the World to put 

werle Interpretations upon the 
Rupture. 

The little underſtanding between 
this unhappy couple fortified the 
Opinion of Donne Olimpia, Who, 
when told of the Match , declared 
not onlyto the Pope , but to every 
body , that her Son had no inclina- 
tion at all to marry , but that the 
Princeſs by little tricks and deluſions 
had inveagled him to quit his Cardi- 
nals Cap, and marry her, in hopes of 
wearing the Breeches, And this , 
upon the diſcovery of their diffe- 
rences, got credit evety where. _ 

Mean while Cardinal Aft, 1 
ſhould 
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| ſhould fay, Cardinal Parfilio enjoyed 
| fo abſolutely all the Prerogantives , 


the other Nephews ſhould have had 
by right'of Blood; that the Pope 


ſeemed to be kinder to him every 


day than other. Notwithſtanding 
there was no exceſs in Favours, as 
not being in his nature. Indeed the 
Cardinal by Panzirolo's Inſtructions 
never asked any thing , that he was 
not molt ſure before-hand would 
pleaſe the Pope. So that many times 
(this the Cardinal ſays now) the 
Pope himſelf would complain of 
him, that he was fo modeſt in re- 
queſting of Favours , that he aſked 
not thoſe which of abſolute neceſſity 
were to be allowed him. 

The true Relations of the Pope 
all this while could take no fatis- 
faction to ſee one of a ſtrange Houle 
ſo highly in the Pope's tavour : and 
they who ſhould be ſo near kept, at 
luch a diſtance. The very {tight of 


this Cardinal did aftlict them to that 
de- 


108 
degree; as by their good 
they would never come in his come” 
pany, at leaſt would never ſeek it, 
For in deſpite of them they were 
forced to ſee him, and I may ſay, be: 
beholding to him upon Groen Oc+ 
caſions. Yet they bore not ſo great 
a malice to this x fevee; Nephew, as 
to Panzirolo : whoſe - deſtrudtion 
they plotted Night and Day : ima- 
_ perchance by his Fall .they 

uld lay the way open to the over- 
throw of his Creature. 

They met perpetually at Donn 
Olimpia's Houſe in Conſultation, 
how to bring down Panzirolo, They 
ſpent whole Nights many times in 
queſt of this point , each Relation 
employing his beſt Rhetorick, and 
endevouring to deviſe Cabals , and 
lay all deſigns for the ruine of this 
Perſon : but every thing fell out to 
their diflatisfaction, as not being 
able to ftind out a means to execute 
their Propoſitions. They were vexed 
to 
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to the: heart , to fee all their De- 


vaniſh into a wiſh;inſomuch that 


I ſome took'their Bed upon it for very 
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| madneſs. To leflen him in the Pope's 


opinion, was not dithcult , but 1m- 
poſlible : for his credit with him had 
taken too deep root. In fine, they 
were never able to hurt ſuch a man, 
that always walked with his eyes 
open, and upon even ground. Paz- 
zrrolo had Wit enough to keep well 
with the Pope , though his frequent 
Indiſpoſitions made him ſcarce able 
to keepupon his Feet. The conti- 
nual Conferences he was u{cd to hold 
with the Pope till Mid-night, had fo 
much broke him , that one would 
have thought him unfit for any un» 
dertaking : and yet held up ſo well 
apainſt the Injuries of Time and 
Wiles of his Adverſaries, that he 
made them deſpair ſo much as of 
thinking to attempt the leaſt, 
But what the malice of the Pope's 
Kindred could not etlect , FRO 
art 
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dart performed : Panzirolo' dies by 
the courſe of nature ,* while other 
are endevouring to make him diein 
the Pope's Favour. This . pleaſed 
Donna Olimpia fo highly , that the 
very ſame day. ſhe marched about 
Kome in triumph. To the hr(t that 
brought her the News , ihe anſwer- 
ed, He is dead and IT live, The Pope 
took his Death very much to heart, 
and had the Embatladours come to 
condole him, \not being able too- 
vercome his grict for many days, 
But above all , 'the Cardinal-Patron 
lamented his loſs, his eyes /guſhing 
out with tears , as ominous to that 
miſchief afterwards befel] him. 

The day after the Death of this 
Cardinal, the Pope's Relations had 
anvther Conſultation among them- 
{clves in Donna 0/1mpia's Roule , in 
which they thought good in'no way 
to attempt the leitening of the Car- 
dinal-Patron his. Authority , or ra- 


ther his Perſon; but firtt to work | 
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the Pope out of all good conceit of 
x the memory of Panzirolo : F or they 


could not- expect , while the Pope 


retained any good opinion of him, 


that he ſhould ever be perfwaded 
to entertain an ul thought of his 
Creature. 1 

They all therefore ſet themſelves 
to this Work. Particularly Donna 
Olimpia, as moſt concerned, left mo 
ſtone unturned.. At laſt they had 
their will : and though w his life 
time they were never able to pur 
him out of Favour z nevertheleſs, 
after his Death they prevailed to 
make him be forgot of the Pope, 
who laid aſide all favourable 
_—— he had of him during his 
fe. | 

Anevident token of thys, are the 
Complaints which have been heard 
from the Pope's own mouth, againſt 
the Conduct of Parzirols : tlighting 


- | all Buſineſſes that were left by the 
| aid Cardinal, nay even toa bitter 


refuſal 
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refuſal of whatever favoured of hi 


memory. Likewiſe 1n-any Bufine 


of ſmall importance ( which ſhewe} 
the nature of the Beatt') that Panzi-| 


rolo had left in his Will to defire to 
be paſſed , he would protelt againſt 
it. Many times treating with Em- 
baſſadours and others, he would 
ſay he was cheated by Panzirolp, 
This diſcovered the unſtable nature 
of the Pope , who never could keep 
to one Reſolution: but did things 
not as they ought to be , but upon 
perſwaſion. 

After the Death of Parzirolo, 
Donna Olimpia frequented the Court 
a little more , but incognita - begin- 


ning by degrees to repotleſs her felt | 


of her firſt ſtation, and truly ſhe 


made large ſteps. The other Re- | 


lations, that is. Prince Panf:/zo,Prince 
Ludoviſia ,, and Prince Juſtinian, 
were |-pretty well in Favour, be- 
ing kindhy received fo far as coſt 


nothing. The Princeſs of Roſſano 
thought 


| 
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thought ſtrange that her Huſband 
was not treated ih a more particular 


manner than the reſt of the Nephews; 
as being the onely perſon among 


"them , that was of the Blood of the 


Panfilii: Though in truth he had 
no reaſon to complain much of this, 
fince how partially ſoever he carri- 
ed himſelf among{t Is Nephews , it 
was but in appearance : For he took 
order, and would have it ſo; that in 
the uncloling of his Filt , as heuſed 
to call it, all the moſt conſiderable 
benefits ſhould go to Prince Camilo: 
and this he made his whole Buſineſs , 
and employed the Cardinal-Patron 
in it too 3 thus did he give the Sub- 


. ſtance to one ,, and to the reſt the 


Shadow. One day as he was bulie 


' naſligning I know not what advan- 


tage, he was demanded by the Car- 
dinal-Patron ., whether he would 
have it given to Prince Pa»filio , or 
Prince Ludoviſio 3 to which the Pope 
anſwered, K now you not that near is 

I my 
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my Doublet, but nearer is my Shirt g, 
Another time being atked by the 
ſame perſon, which of theſe three 
Nephews he had the greateſt kind- 
neſs for : he replyed without des. | | 
mur , We love Prince J»ſtiniani tor | 
his Wifes fake , Prince Ludoviſro be- 
cauſe he 1s a good Prince, and Prince 

Parjilio becaule he is of our Blood, 
He gave Donna Olimpia ro under- 
{ſtand ſeveral times, but not without 
a promile to reſtore her to to all her 
former power , that it was his abſo- 
lute Will, that ſhe ſhould leave all, 
or the greateſt part of her Acquilt- 
tions to her Son. And he had reas 
ſon; for he well knew the Ladies 
inclinations were more to her 
Daughters. Therefore the Pope 
admired the ſhould think of beſtow- 
ing her Eſtate out of the Houle of 
' Panſilio, which was compriſed in that 
Cnc perſon, who was his Nephew 
and her Son : nay, he could hardly 
believe it poſhible , ſhe thould con- 
| tribute 
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tribute ſooner to a half Family, than 
that which ſucceeded her in a dire 
| Line, 

Donua Olimpia found no ſmall re- 
lJuctancy within her ſclf to do this. 
1 However, ſhe dur{t not openly deny 
him, for fear he ſhould take 3t 11] : 
{ knowing very well there was all the 

reaſon A It in the World ; and that 
ſhe was tyed by all the Obligations 
Fof Gratitude to contribute that to 
the eſtabliſhing of the Houle of Par- 
flo, under whole protection ſhe had 
gathered it. Upon which conlide- 
ration, ſhe promiſed to doall the 
Pope delired : as well a{tured ſhe 
could leave her Daughters - and 
Grandchildren enough beſides to 
make them dehe the Devil and all 
his Works, Thus you may {ee it 
was no want of kindneſs on the 
Popes fide ,, that made Prince Pan- 
fizo be baniſhed : but for the Rea- 
lons I told you before, and the ma- 
lice of the Mother,made him Guilty. 
| 3 'The 
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The Princeſs of Roſſano coll 
with her Mother-in-law all ſhe could: 
bat being againſt the grain of her 
generous temper , ſhe could not 
crouch ſo much as the others. She 
ſhewed her all reſpect indeed , yet 
without owning in the leaſt to haye 
her dependance upon her : wheres 
on the other ſide , the reſt , when 
they ſaw her ſo great with the Pope, 
refigned themſelves wholly up to her 
diſpoſal. 

The Pope thought it impoſlible 
for him to ſubliſt without Dom 
Olimpia : fo that it was bis daily dif 
courle to the Cardinal-Patron her 
commendations , calling her 4 Lad 
of” great Prudence, The Cardinal, 
who ſaw himſelf deprived of Panzi- 


rolo's help, and perceiving the pro- 
penſity of the Pope towards this 
Lady, durſt not contradict him 1n 
the leaſt, but complyed with his 
Holineſs in the praiſe of Donn Olim- 


£74, that he might not be pally 
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his own ruine. Yet willingly he 
would not ſee her at Court, as jca- 
lous of his own Intereſt, when he ſaw 
what power he had : who was be- 
come more Miſtreſs than ever , both 
of the Court , Church, State and 
Pope. The Cardinal had the Honour 
to receive Embatladours : but {till 
they treated with the Pope and 
Donna Olimpia. At laſt , all private 
Viſits were laid alide , and ſhe came 
in and out at pleaſure : the good 
man forgetting all the Patquils and 
Stories that had paſſed about the 
World. But truly it wasno wonder | 
the Pope ſhould forget Reports 
when he had forgot himſelt, and the 
honour of the Church. 

By this time the Pope grown lo old, 
that he was thought uncapable of 
undergoing his dominion longer. I he 
Phyſicians, whom he naturally hated, 
A no other Diſcaſe in him, 
than that of Fourlcorc Years, and 


the Gout , which by his cxccllent 
B Dict 
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at his Table, according to the uſual 
cuſtom': but was diflwaded from it 
by Dome Olimpia , that the Papal 
Majeſty might not ſeem to ſtand in 
need of help ; though the cuſtom in 
this cale, was more for Majcſty and 
Greatneſs , than for any neceſſity, 
His Phyſitian at Jaſt, after Donne 
Olimpia had adviſed him to it , pre 


vailed''with him. in his latter days, | 


not to diſturb his Head with any 
Buſineſs : but if he had a mind to 
live any longer , to put his Affairs 
into ſome other hands. So the Pope, 
out of a delire to prolong his days, 
flung off all Care;both of Churchand 
State , referring the firſt to certain 
Committees. of Cardinals, and the 
other to Donna Olimpia with the 
Cardinal-Patron. 

However , this Lady was not fa 
tisfied , as the Oracle of Policy , to 
give 


b, 
a 
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Diet he had carryed of in his old 
Age. In the beginning oft his Reign, 
he wontld not have a Phyſitian wait 
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give Law to State, Church and 
Court : but ſhe would diſpoſe of the 
Spirituality , as ſhe had done for- 
merly : So that many times the Com- 
mittees met at her houſe, before they 
went to their ordinary place of Con- 
ſultation, Though to ſay the truth, 
ſhe took cogniſance of nothing , but 
what might bring her 1n profit : re- 
mitting Caſes that meerly concerned 
Conſcience, to the Committees , as 
the Pope had ordained, 

It muſt needs ſeem an incredible 


_ thing to any one that hears it , when 


I ſhall go about to deſcribe the In- 
duſtry this Lady uſed in ſcraping up 
Wealth. But the truth 1s, ſhe ſaw 
the Pope in a declining condition, 
and her ſelf charged on all fides with 
Children and Crand-children , obli- 
ged to leave the better half to her 
own Son, and yet refolved to raile * 
the reſt to a conliderable fortune : 
lo that the plentitul Revenue of the 
Church could not fatishc her unrea- 
| 4 lonable 
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ſonable appetite. The perſecutions 
of the Barbarini made her ſuſpect, 
that after the Pope's Death ſhe 
ſhould not be wholly exempted 
frcm her ſhare in the like. She well 
knew. the proper Inſtrument to qua- 
life «ſuch a misfortune , would be 
ſtore of Moncy : And this ſhe was 
the rather induced to believe , by 
having ſeen the Barb.rinj perlecu- 
ted to the utmoſt by the Pope, their 
moſt inveterate Enemy , with a Se- 
queſtration upon all their Goods : 
and yet continue in Honour and Re- 
putation , out of the meer force of 
a Bank they had provided againſt 
ſuch an Accident, Therefore ſhe 
made the more haſt to fill her 
Cotters,. upon preſumption that it 
would fall more heavy upon her ; 
becauſe ſhe had nothing elle to truſt 
to, having no body to pity her. 
The Priſons were full of Innocents, 
and the Streets of Guilty : the one 
preventing their Continement by a 

price, 
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price, and the other conſtrained to 

buy themſelves out of Prilon, 
There was a Gentleman of Raz, 
who in confidence of his own inte- 
rity , ſwore that Donna Olimpia 
ſhould never touch any of his Mo- 
ney. Now, that he might never be 
obliged to make a Petition, he took 
his Son froma Clerks Office he was 
in ; Yet could he not keep his Oath; 
for Donna Olimpia hearing of it, 
gave order to a certain Officer to 
make it his buſineſs to draw him in- 
tothe Net, And he failed not to 
effect it : For he ordered a Sbirro , 
who engaged himſelf I know not 
how one day in a Conteſt with this 
Gentleman ; upon which the poor 
Gentleman finding himſef under- 
valued fo by a Sbirro, gave him a 
box on the Ear or two, and was car- 
ryed to Priſon tor it , and arraigne« 
for contempt of Juſtice , in ſtriking 
a publick Miniſter , and fo condem- 
ned todie, Therctore , to ſave his 
Lite. 
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Life, he was not only obliged to pre- 
ſent Donna Olimpia with a Putſe, 
- but likewiſe to pay a conſiderable | 
ſum into the Exchequer, 

This was the Lady that perſwa- 
ded the Pope in no wiſe to meddle 
with the Treaty of Peace between 
the Chriſtian Princes; that 1s, be- 
tween the Crowns of France and 
Spain, upon whole agreement depen- 
ded all the reſt. 

Popes are uſed immediately after 
their Inſtallment , to diſpatch Nun- 
tio's extraordinary to Princes , to 
ſollicite with all earneſtneſs an uni- 
verſal Peace , ſparing no pains or 
colt to effe it. Innocent , contrary 
to all the reſt, was pleaſed to ſee 
them in pieces ; laying aſide not 
only the conlideration of an LUniver- 
ſal Father, but all good Policy. 

It will not be from our purpole 
here to propole a pretty Cafe, ſome- 
thing relating to this. T wo Porters 
were at Fiſty-cuffs one day about 
ſome 
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ſome Difference that hapned be- 
tween them, and it chanced to be 
under the Pope's Windows , where 
he was ſtanding at the fame inſtant, 
Some there were that weuld have 
parted them ; but the Pope forbad 
it , giving order they ſhould let 
them fight it out. They , accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of ſuch ſort of 
people, after having tought about 
half an- hour, gave over of them- 
ſelves, and made Peace without any 
Interceſtion. Then the Pope turned 
to Pantirolo ( who was living at that 
time, and ſtood by him) telling him, 
So will the French and Spaniard do : 
when they are weary of beating one 
another , they will agree of themſelves 
without Help or Importwnity of others. 
And indeed he propheſied truly : 
for afterwards we ſaw them do fo. 

Hence we may gather how little a 
Friend the Pope was to Peace. But 
many excuſe him, by laying the 


% 


fault upon Doxna O0/197p14 5 who 
COun- 
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Counſelled the Pope to let them a- 
lone to themſelves, and fave the 
charges of ſo many extraordinary / 
Nuntio's 3 making ſure to her ſelf all | 
that ſhould be ſaved upon that occa- 
ſion ; and ſhe had her will. 

The Pope's Nephews perceiving 
the avarice of this Lady, would not, 
in hopes of large ſhares at her Death, 
ſtop her Career, but rather further- 
ed her in all ſhe ordered and diſpo- 
led. It was a wonderfull thing to 
ſee a Woman of Threeſcore years of 
Age toyl ſo night and day , treating 
with this and t'other , running up 
and down, without ever giving the 
leaſt appearance of being tyred , an- 
{wering all that came to her in pro- 
per terms. Though whoever came \ 
empty handed, was neither welcome 
nor well looked upon. 

How thall wee fay Dona Olhmpia 
governed her ſelf in regard to the 
Princes of Chriſtendom ? It 1s cer- 
tain this, they had all reaſon to com- 

| mend 
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mend and bewail themſelves at the 
ſame time. For what partiality ſo- 
ever the Pope had for one more 
than another : Dona Olimpra, either 
out of fear of making Enemies at 
home, or being at too great expence, 
Drought the good man not only to 
be Neuter, but to have ſuch an in- 
differency for even the moſt weigh- 
ty Afairs of Princes : that where- 
as other Popes eſteemed it greatneſs 
to have the moſt important Afﬀairs 
of Chriſtendom in their hands ; 1-- 
nocent, on the contrary, never 
thought he ſpent a day worſe, than 
when he was to give Audience to 
Embaſladors. But why ſhould ſhe 
make the Pope ſo lazy ? Why not 

rather did the connſel him to attempt 
great matters for the advance of 
his Authority , Credit and Renown 
far and near ? A Prince that will ac- 
quire a great name, mult treat with 
all Princes , and thruſt himſelt into 


all Buſinefles abroad. This was the 
courſe 
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courſe thole Popes obſerved that 
ſought the name of Univerſal Father, 
But 1:nocert was the only he, that 
took the courſe rather to be conl1- 
dered as a private Gentleman , than 
ſo great a Prince. And 1n truth, 
Donna Olimpia made him let {lip the 
faireſt opportunitics of -immortali- 
zing his Name, as it may be ever any 
Pope will have again. Had QUrbaz 
been alive at the time of the Revo- 
lutions at Naples in the Year 1647. 
* things had goneat another rate (and 
all for the better too) for the advan- 
tage of the Church, A Pope that 
will intereſt himſelf in all publick 
and particular concerns of Princes, 
carries a great Reputation and 
{troke in the World ; it is true : but 
It isas true , that it-cannot be done 
without great expence, as well in 
receiving as lending of Errands. 
Wherefcre it'1s no marvel it 120+ 
eext , 'contrary to all others , little 
regarded ſuch Honour : when he had 
Donnd 
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| Downa Olimpia with him, who valued 


a hundred Crowns in her Purſe,more 
than the expectation of eternal Glo- 


| ry. But Popes muſt not often have 
ſich 


Counſellors , if we would have 
Chriſtianity flouriſh. 

The Emperour could precure no 
other help, than a few Indulgencies. 
So that , abandoned on every ide, 
he was forced upon all diſadvantage 
to make up a Peace with the Swede, 
to the great loſs of the Koran Re- 
ligion. The Spaniards had flat De- 
nyals upon all Demands , to the 
grief and complaint of Conte d' Cg- 
ratte and il Duca del Infantado, who 
were Embaſladours at Rome in the 
time of znocent , and who recei- 
ved groſs attronts from that Court. 
The Frexc? required nothing, keep- 
Ing off like outlawed perſons for 
ſome time; and not without grounds: 
For if the Spaniard that had made 
tim Pope, could obtain nothing, the 


French certainly had ſmall reaſon to 


expect 
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expe favour, who had oppoſed his 
EleQion : So that they did well to 
ſtand offi The Duke of Savoy, du- 
ring the time of Innocent, pretended 
to farget thoſe diſtaſtes , which had 
formerly provoked the Duke and 
Dutcheſs to withdraw their Embaſl- 
ſadour from Rome : but they were 
much out , it they thought to get 
any thing by itz unleſs you would fay 
the Duke got cnough tor the time he 
had to enjoy it. However Donna Olim- 
ia had a great defire to ſee a Cardi- 
nals Cap promiſed to one of Prince 
Tomafo's Sons, that ſhe might as much 
as poſtible diſappoint a Houſe (o 11! 
affected ro hers, of Heirs, This the 
Pope yielded to : but becauſe net- 
ther Duke nor Dutcheſs had a hand 
in it, it fell to nothing. The Duke 
thought ( and will ever , and not 
without reaſon) that the greatneſs 
of his Houſe did an honour to the 
Colledge of Cardinals: and there- 
fore pretended without more adoe, 
that 


4 


-- a 4A. WW. CD VV A 2 T5 _ $a” ms RT - * 7” =” 


| 


Donna Olimpia. 129 


that his Blood gave him title enough 
toſuch a Creation. And the rather, 
fince Cardinal 1/anritio had out of a 
Capricio againſt the Church , re- 
nounced his Cap, the Church ought 
to reſtore it to the Nephew as due. 
But theſe conſiderations took no 
place in Rome, where Cardinals are 
made according to their inclination 
to the Intereſt of the preſent Pope. 
They ſay her Royal Highneſs ſtop- 
ped a Prelates mouth , that propo- 
ſed this Buſineſs to her , with this 
anſwer, A Hat of a Ladies preſenting, 
will be ts heavy for the Head : inti- 
mating thereby , that ſhe would not 
be beholding to Derna Olimpia ; 
taxing the Pope at the ſame time 
of Etteminacy. 

The great Duke was not ſo ſcru- 
pulous, after he had been ſo often 
diſobliged. For when he found 
them {talled in the making up the 
Apreement with the Duke of Par- 
»a, he {truck in with the opportu- 

| nity 


10-0) "us EIS A ages a os tm — ” 


130 The Life of 
nity that offered it ſelf, procuring 
another red Hat to his Family , that 
his party might be the ſtronger a- 
gainſt the next Election. He never 
enquired whether Donna Olimpia or 
the Pope gave it. And herein he 
did wilely:as indeed the great Dukes 
know how to deal with the Prieſts, 
being their near Neighbours ; and. 
make no great matter of their At- 
fronts. 

Donna Olimpia carried her elf in 
' a middle way towards the / cro195, 
For as ſhe knew that Common- 
wealth was rather of the receiving, 
than the giving hand with the 
Church : fo the well underſtood no-_ 
thing kept them off better , than ob- 
ſerving a diſtance. Yet towards her 
latter end ſhe expretled great kind- 
neſs tothem : in hopes of protection, 
if any misfortune (that is Perfecuti- 
on) ſhould attend her. The Ge- 
4 :ſe,vho promiſed themſelves great 
matters in Vrban's time, in order tO 
their 
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their Title, aygl Royal Prerogatives, 
upon the compliance of the Barba- 
rj1i with their delire , out of hopes 
of getting a ſum of Money ;z when 
they ſaw how they were deluded 


by them, applyed themfelves to 1n- 


nocent: but they found he would not 
hear on that Ear, not fo much as to 

ut them in the Hopes that Urbar 
did. Deſponding therefore , they 
called home their Embailadour, who 
lay at Kome for that purpoſe. Ne- 
vertheleſs, being reſolved to compals 
their ends, after having withdrawn 
their Miniſter from Howe tor ſome 
time : they ſent him again , with 
greater aſſurance from Donna Olim- 
pra's fide, than formerly they had 
trom the Pope. So they gave In- 
ſtructions to their Embatladour to 
treat with this Lady : who, as fome 
will have it, was the perſon that 
put the Gemoneſe upon ſending back 
a new Embaſladour , putting them 
in Hopes of bringing their Buli- 

K 2 
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neſs about again to ſome pur- 
poſe. Nor did ſhe this without 
Deſign : aflured of a very great 
Gain; becauſe they were able to 
make it good, and deſirous to do it 
upon the accompliſhment of their 
Suit. Truly , the Lady was very 
zealous in the Buſineſs, and purſued 
it heartily: upon which,the Genoveſe, 
to advance the Work , ſent her no 
ſmall Preſents, to make her the more 
vigorous in their Aﬀatr, The Court 
ſeemed to be for it ; and Yemice, 
which was the likelyeſt to oppole it, 
{ſeemed to be willing to let it paſs, as 
not conſiderable enough to impair 
any of their Dignity. But they 
met with ſo many other Rubs and 
Impediments , that came out of Ger- 
many , Italy and France - that the 
Grandees of Genoua thought fit to 
deſiſt , to their no little Diſcontent, 
that they had caſt ſo many Preſents 
away upon Donna O0limpia. 
Lucca was the only place not _ 

c 
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 ked of in the time of Inmocert - as 


being of no great conſequence for 
the ſtreightneſs of their Contines. 
So that they had not enjoyed ſo much 
Peace for a long time, as under this 
Pope. And Dorna Olimpia would 
take occaſion ſeveral times to re- 
prove the Barbarin, for proſecuting 
ſo fiercely the Ruine of a poor little 
Common-wealth, that had deſerved 
ſo well of the Church. However, 
this was not ſaid on free-coſt : be- 
cauſe the Luccheſi had provoked her 
with a Preſent. 

Now to come near a concluſion of 
the great Induſtry of Donna Olimpea: 
I ſay , that the nearer the Pope's 
Death approached, the greater was 


_ her affliction to find her {elf alone, 


and deſtitute of thoſe neceſlary ſup- 
ports a perſon in her condition re- 
quired, She knew very well none 
of her party would be able to do her 
any ſervice if Adverlity ſhould 
come upon her : and ſhe was pretty 

K 3 well 
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well aſſured to have her ſhare of it, 
confidering her paſled Actions. To 
ſee all her Relations diſcontented, 
her own Son fo ill uſed by her telf, 
and all the Nobility of Kowe deteſt- 
ing her very Name : made her re- 
tlect night and day upon her Condi- 
tion, The Princeſs of Kogſ/ano her 
Daughter-in-law, having ſo near Re- 
lation to the Duke of Parma, made 
her,if not fear.at leaſt ſtand upon her 
guard: And the rather, becaule the 
Princeſs - apprehending to what 
height the daily diſguſts betwixt her 
and her Husband might at laſt come 
to, very wiſely thought upon for- 
tifying her Intereſt in her own de- 
fence, fuch as would be a Cardinal 
Prince of her Kindred , that ſhould 
own his - preferment immediately 
from her. To which end ſhe em- 
ployed all her Wits to get in the 
Duke of Parma's Brother , her ncar 
Kinſman. to be Cardinal. But Dore 
74 Olrzpia oppoled it for the lame 
reaton 
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reaſon under-hand : that ſhe might 
not become too powerful. Thus 
was the Deſert of this Prince wholly 
layed aſide : Therefore Donna Olin- 
pia did expect both Prince and 
Daughter-in-law to be at open de- 
fiance with her , after 1-:mocent's 
Death. 

To deliver her ſelf of all theſe 
Inconveniencies which threatned her 
Ruine : it came into her Head to 
play a Game ſhould hardly be be- 
lieved , when it was done. And 
that was to propoſe an Alliance 
with the Barbarini : whereby to 
oblige them with ſo near a Tie, not 
only to forget paſled Injurics , but 
to {tand her Friends in future Oc- 
currences, 

The Barbarini were in deſpair of 
ever having ſo fair an Occaſion ot- 
tered them as was, never expecting 
to be reconciled to Innocent , 1t be- 


. Ing then cight years the Perſccu- 


tion had becn upon them. So that 
K 4 Donna 
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Donna Olimpia met with no diffieul- 
ty in her Deſign. For the Barba- 
rini had tryed a thouſand wayes 
to be reconciled . and could never 
compaſs it : upon which they were : 
not backward, when an honour 
was offered. Cardinal Antonio was 
more glad of this Conjuncture than 
the reſt: having been baniſhed for 
the ſpace of eight Years from his 
own Houſe , from Rome; nay, out 
of Naly ; and forced to live in For- 
rain Parts at ſo great an Expence, as 
(belides the Oubcaicn of his Reve- 
nues , which he had in the Church ) 
had coſt him ſome Millions , loſing 
alſo the charge belonging to the 
Primogeniture. | 
Donna Olimpia therefore having 
a Daughter of her own , and Prince 
uſtiniani's Wite another marriage- 
able, looked upon this as the only 
Means to bring about her Deſigns. 
Theſe her Intentions ſhe made be 


broke to Cardinal Franceſco Barbari- 
m0, 
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20,with a promiſe,that if the Zarbari- 
i would conſent to a Match for their 
Nephew with J«ſti-4an7's Daughter, 
ſhe would reſtore them to all again, 
upon condition that ſhould ſerve for 
the Portion. And fo it did. 

The Barbarini looked upon this 
as a Blefling to their Houſe , which 
was ſomewhat low at preſent. For 
they doubted. if 71»ocert ſhould die, 
whether his Succeſior would reſtore 
their Revenues, but rather keep them 
for his own Relations,as Innocent had 
done , and fo they ſhould utterly be 
diſappointed. They therefore made 
no other anſwer,but that they ſhould 
be happy in ſuch an honour. Donna 
O0limpra had deligned the Match to be 
with the Eldeſt Son of Dor Tadeo;but 
the Barbarini , though very earneſt 
to have the thing done, yet mana- 

ed the Bulineſs ſo cunningly , as to 
pretend the Eldeſt was retolved to 
be a Cardinal, to relinquiſh his 
Birth-right to the Abbot , and take 
| the 
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the Abbey himſelf. And truly it was 
diſcreetly done: For by this means 
they were reſtored , and got ano- 
ther Cardinals Cap into their Fami- 
ly. Donna Olimpia ealily agreed to 
it, as being delirous to fortihe her 
ſelf: which ſhe thought ſhe could 
not do better, than by fortitying 
that Houſe ſhe had allyecd her elf 
toz nor could they better ſecure 
their Intereſt , than by having ano- 
ther Cardinal in their Family , who 
made the third. A thing never ſeen 
before, three Cardinals of the ſame 
Houle living at a time. 

All being concluded , and the 
Wedding kept in great State , and 
to the aſtoniſhment of all men , to 
lee ſuch a Change : the next Crea- 
tion that came, the elder Brother 
was made Cardinal. Thus the Bar- 
barini got off 5 which was ther 
principal Concern, For it they 
had not diſpatched their Bulinels 
now : the next Pope would not have 


failed 
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failed to have given them work 
enough 3 which labour they now fa- 


ved. 


Returned into Favour, the Pope 
gave them very great reſpect ; and 
together with Dona 0/119þ74 , they 
governed all the Church Affairs 
of Importance, Now tor the Da- 
mage they ſuffered through eight 
Years Abſence : in two Years and 


_ upwards that Imnocent lived after- 


wards , it is molt certain, they had 
licked themſelves ſo whole again, 
by having ' been formerly experi- 
enced in the Government and man- 
ner of that Climate , that you could 
not find where they had been hurt. 
No man ought to wonder, that 
the Pope ſhould fo calily conde- 
ſcend to the Creation ot another 
Cardinal Barbariro,' or that they 
ſhould preſume to demand 1t over 
and above the Honour of ſo great 
a Match, and reſtanration to all 


their Revenucs : fince there was all 


the 
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the reaſon in the World for it. And 
I will tell you how. 

It is an ancient and common pra- 
dice among the Popes, for the Suc- 
cef{lor to relinquiſh his Cardinalate 
to the Kindred of his Predeceſ- 
for, from whom he had firſt recei- 
ved his own. Now, Innocent , who 
was created Cardinal by Orvan the 
Eighth a Barbarin , ſtood obliged 
to relinquiſh his Cardinalate fo ſoon 
as made Pope , tothe Houſe of the 
Barbarini that is, to Create a 
Cardinal at their Inſtance. The 
Barbarini did not forget to make 
their demand for their Nephew the 
Abbot: But the good Innocent, 
hard'ned and incenſed againſt them, 
would never hearken to it. So that 
upon the Reconcilement by the 
Match, it was no longer to be deter- 
red.as being ſo clearly due. 

The Barbarini drove on another 
Deſign with this Marriage , which 
they had long ſought for and delt- 


red : 
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red: and that was to match with 
ſome free Princes. And truly for 
many years with promiſes of large 
Sums they could never bring it a- 
bout 3 till after they were allyed 
to Donna vulimpia , and then they 
marryed their Neece to the Duke 
of Modena, a Prince of Noble de- 
ſcent. This came cafily to the Bar- 
barines : becauſe the Duke ſeeing 
them returned into Favour, and in 
a rifing condition, expeRted great 
| matters from them ; beſides that he 
was a little ſtraitned at that time, 
and wanted Money. Howloever, 
the Barbarini gave no other Portt- 
on with their Neece but the relig- 
naton of the Abbey of Nonantols , 
which Cardinal Antonio preſented 
to Cardinal Fſie, Brother to the 
Duke of Medena , being worth ſome 
twenty thouſand Crowns a Year. 

Behold the Revolutions of the 
Barbarini under Innocent and Donna 
| Olimpia: dead and railed again, 
caſt 
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caſt down and exalted beyond the 
fear of Fortune's viciſiitude, They 
ſay it was pleaſant, to {ee their near 
Combination and Friendſhip with 
Innocent : who committed the grea- 
tcſt part of his Afﬀeairs, as well 
Spiritual as Temporal to their ma- 
nagement ; by which means, having 
not forgot their old wont of heaping 
up Riches, they gathered as faſt as 
they could, both tor themſelves and 
Donna Ol1mpia , whom they inſtru- 
cted with new Devices to get Money 
on all hands. 

The bettcr to fortifie the Houſe 
and Perſon of Donna Olimpia, the 
Barbarini adviſed her to marry ano- 
ther of her Neeces to fome other 
great Roman Lord, But her De 
tien reached farther : for thinking 
her {cIf fecure enough with the al- 
Ifance of the three Barbarini , ſhe 
had propoſed to her ſelf the conti- 


nuance of Dominion, through a con- 
tidence of meeting with ſome Op- 
portuntty | 
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portunity to match her Neece with 
the Nephew of the next Pope, by 
giving a good round Sum, This 
made her ſhe would not hear of be- 
{towing her Neece, as looking upon 
it very feifable, and a good way, 
if not ſo entirely, in part at leaſt, to 
continue her power : well knowing, 
that the Idol of Rome is ready Mo- 
ney, without diſpute. But this De- 
ſign did not take. 

There were that put her in the 
head of marrying her to the Duke 
of Parmi, with a promiſe to make 
his Brother Cardinal, and a large 
Sum of ready Money, But this was 
a Subject rather for diſcourſe than 
practice : becaule it 1s certain, the 
Duke would never have agreed to 
ſuch a Match , though originally Ire 
came from the Church himſelf. 

So ſoon as the Barbarini were tul- 
ly reſtored , the Authority of the 
Cardinal-Patron began to decline 


| apace : mlomuch . that feme Em- 
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bafladours would not Tofe fo much. 


time, as to treat with him , whoſe 
addreſs they kew . was no longer 
welcome to the Pope. Belides, the 
Pope was ſo well ſatisfied with the 
Aſliſtance of the Barbarini, that he 
diſcloſed all the ſecrets of his Heart 
to them : being confident of ſucceſs, 
through the great experience theſe 
had gained by the management of 
{o many ſeveral Afﬀairs, which had 
ſucceeded. tu them for two and 
twenty Years together under the 
Reign of their Uncle, And there- 
tore he left no more but the ſhadow 
of Power and Command to his 
adopted Nephew : diſpatching all 
by the Barbarini, The worſt for 
this Cardinal was, that except his 
ordinary Emoluments , which might 
be worth to him ſome fifty thouſand 
Crowns a year , attended with no 
ſmall expence, he had not the op- 
portunity to get one farthing to lay 
up 3 ſo narrowly did Donna Olimp1d 
watch 
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had rriade'a little money once of a 
yacant Benefice : and Donna Olimpia 
having fmelt it out , run open mouth 
ro the Pope to complain ot him, that 
he had preſumed tolay hands 1 upon 
that he liad nothing to do with; 

upon which the Pope commanded 
him to refund all preſently to the 
faid Lady. The fame Cardinal re- 
lated this tome, jult as T tell you : 

only that he ty14 me ſo much more, 


Jas would require $7r7's pets to ſet it 


all down” The PFatbarini looked 
not with a good eye upon this Car- 
nal-Patron : not out of any imme- 
diate hatred to him , but becauſe he 
was Panzirolo's creature, whom they 


had had a perfe&t avertion for. 
Therefore they diſparaged him 


one that underſtood not the place 
the held : and indeed made it ap- 
pear by evident demonſtrations. 


|nough, All this while Donna Olim- 
L | pia 


to the Pope from time to time , as. 
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pia was not wanting to contrive his 
ruine , as neither the Pope's natural 
Nephews , whoall conſpired to his 
overthrow. So that the poor Car- 
dinal ſtood betwixt Hawk and Buz- 
zard , expecting on each hand to be 
made a prey of every moment ; lit- 
tle relying upon his authority, when 
he ſaw how cool the Pope grew 
towards him , and how warm 1n his 
kindneſs to the Barbarini, However 
he abated proportionably in his 
reſpe&t to Donna Olimpia , as he 
found the Pope indifferent towards 
him : But to the Barbarini he was 
not only civil but obſequious , pay- 
ing them the greatcſt honour ima- 
ginable , with all expreſſions of at- 
tection upon every encounter , to 
procure their good will:but theſe de- 
viſes are ſo ſtale in Rome, that no bo- 
dy heeds them any more. Every bc- 
dy knows that in this Countrey men 
do reverence to the ground in the 


morning to thoſe they could m_ 
J 
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ly ſee hanged inthe afternoon;(o that 
obſervance, courtſhip, reverence, ſa- 
lutes and kiffingof the hand in the 
Roman Court, are performed by the 
eye and not the heart. The Barbarint 
had been too long trained in that 
School to be moved at thoſe ceremo- 
nies the Cardinal Patron veſtowed 
upon them : and therefure they pay- 
ed him inthe like coyn, not from the _ 
heart, but with eye ſervice ; which 
ſweet they omitted not to embitter 
with ſuch a ſeaſoning as ſhould poy- 
fon his Fortunes. And they had 
their delire to the fatisfaCtion of 
themſelves, Donna Olimpia, and all 
the Pope's kindred. 

As the intereſt of the Cardinal] 
Patron was thus dwindling away, 
his hidden Enemies were not back- 
ward to give the fatal blow : which 
to the great aſtoniſhment of all 
Rome was publickly done. For the 
Pope in great wrath againſt the per- 
ſon of this Cardinal , thundred out 

L'1 ſuch 
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ſuch ſtorms of indignation againſt 
him , that one would have thought 
greater could not have been ſenten- 
ced upon one guilty of High Trea- 
fon, He forbaq him his preſence in 
the moſt dilgraceful manner : com- 
manded that upon no pretence 
whatever, he ſhould be permitted 
to approach the Court : took away 
from him the Title of Cardinal Pa- 
' tron: deprived him of that of Ne- 
phew, with expreſs order that he 
ſhould no more be called Parfilio, 
but Aſtalli : Sequeſtred his Reve- 
nues, and all the Offices and Preter- 
ments he held : and at laſt baniſhed 
him from the City of Rowe , with a 
reſtraint from taking any of his 
Moveables away. Thele Extrava- 
gancies made ſome laugh, and 0- 
thers complain : though from ſo un- 
expected anadvance , nothing could 
be expected leis than a mad and 
haſty DeſtruCtion, ſuch as this was. 
The noiſe of this was no ſooner 
ſpread 
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ſpread about the City , and Cardinal 
m-_ ſtole privately away , out of 

ame tobe ſeery in a condition fo 
different from his former : but the 
Romans , according to their uſual] 
cuſtom , would needs find out the 
ground of all this. Some aſcribed 
it to the ambition of the Barbaring, 
that they might diſpoſe wholly of 
the Pope, whom they had got into 
their hands : others layed all the 
fault upon Deanna Olimpia, who 
could endure no Competitor or Al- 
fiſtant in gathering up her Wealth : 
nor wanted there ſuch as verily be- 
lieved the Pope himſelf had taken 
occaſion to do this thing , tliat tos 
wards his latter end he might be're- 
conciled to his true Nephews , who 
were much offended at him» for 
Creating an Adopted Nephew. 
There is ſomething of Reaſon in 
each of theſe Opinions to prevall 
with us: but the chief ground of 
this Reformation came from ano- 
L 3 ther 
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ther Source ; the Pope being in- 
c!ined to it upon more intricate and 
deep conſiderations , ſuch as were 
theſe following. 

In the time of Urhan their Un- 
cle, the Barbarim were grown {0 
Fgh, that they thought, after fo 
long a Reign , to do Miracles , nor 
could they with patience read that 
Siſtzs quartus , Paulus tertius , Alex- 
ander the ſixth, Clement the ſeventh, 
and ſo many other Popes, which did 
not continue half the time their Un- 
cle had then dated, yet ſhould com- 
paſs their wiſhes to that degree, as 
to Jeave great and free Princes of 
their poſterity, and they after fo 
long a Reign, and with a greater 
treaſure could not overcome that 
difficulty of making themſelves tree 
Princes, They directed all their 
thoughts to that Deftign, and with 
the Profpective Glaties of ther 
ambuicon daily ſurveyed all tai. 
1hey thought they had Vrbar ſure, 


after 
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after the Duke was dead without 
Heirs, in the Year 1631. But when 
that Deſign failed them , they calt 
their eye upon [aca , where they 
met with rubs, before they had 
un their Project. Afterwards 
the War with the Duke of Par- 
ma coming on, they concluded 
they had gained their purpoſe 
by reſolving to drive the Farne/ 
out of their Principality by main 
force : however they found it re- 
quilite to deſiſt from that Enter- 
priſe , for fear of draining their 
purſe too much. At laſt, they fixed 
their eyes upon the Kingdome of 
Naples , as likely to meet with bet- 
ter Fortune in the Acquiſition of 
a Crown, than that of Principali- 

ties. Now as they were contrivin 
to out the King of Spain , and kl 
themſelves of Naples, Urban dies, 
and ſoon after ſucceeds the Electi- 
on of 1nocent : and then they had 
enough to do to fave their own 
L 4 lives 
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lives without looking after Crowns, | 


which their ambition onely gave 
them Title to. | Cardinal Antonio 
returned to Rome, and all the Bar- 
barini into Favour with Innocent; 
they began to torment his decres 
pit Carcaſs with the ſuggeſtions of 
conquering the Kingdome of Na- 
ples , not without reproaching him 
ſor letting {lip ſo fair an cccaſion 
in the Year 1647. at the time 
of Mas Anellos Revolt. The de- 
clining eſtate of the Spaniard, made 
them ſuppole the attewpt more 
feiſable than they themſelves could 
comprehend. 

The Pope, dcting with Age, rea- 
dily conſented to the Deſign. Donna 
Ol:wpia expetting to have the lar- 
geſt ſhare for her Nephews and 
Sons, was reſolved to contribute a 
conſiderable Sum of ready Money : 
and the Barbarini engaged to main» 
tain an Army of ten thouſand. Men 


at thcir own Coſt, till-the Church 
{hould 
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ſhould be abſolutely in poſleſſion + 
only upon condition that the Prin- 
cipality of Salerno ſhould remain 
exempt from the other Domintons 
to the Houſe of the Barbarini, with 
a freedom of pretence tv buy in 
other with their Money. T he truth 
is, finding this Kingdom ſo ſpatious, 
and full of Principalities ; they 
thought not only to make their Ne- 
phews,but all their Foot-Boys Prin- 
ces: Thus furioully doth Armbi- 
tion drive. 

Theſe Tranſattions were carry- 
ed with great ſecrecy betwixt the 
Pope, the Barbarini , Danna Olim- 
1a, and ſome of her neareſt Rela- 
tions. The Cardinal-Patron was 
judged/ unfit to be taken in, as one 
that diſcovered too much inclina- 
tion-towards the Spaniard: and fo 
be was wholly excluded from ſuch 
Conferences. However, they could 
not be fo cloſe, but that the Cardi- 

mal had a miſtruſt of it; which 
made 
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made him induſtrious to diſcover | 


the bottom 3 and that no ſooner 
done, but to give proof of his Fide- 


lity to Spain, and withall to be re- | 


venged of the Barbarini, who would 
not truſt himz he gave an exaCt 
Accompt to the Spaniard, with 
whom he held a ſ{treight League. of 
Friendſhip, 

Monſignor 4zzo/ini was at that 
time over the Briefs, which is a 
charge of great Importance , Truſt 
and Secrecy : ſo that he was like- 


wile privy to the Plot we ſpoke of 


before, The Pope no ſooner un- 
derſtood that the Spaniard had fit- 
ted all out, and by conſequence 
knew his Deſign 3 but he preſently 
gave order to Azzolin! , to uſe all 
diligence poſlible , to find out who 
had revealed the Buſineſs : with an 
aſlurance of a Cardinals Cap , fo 
ſoon as he ſhould diſcover the Trat 
tour. Azzolini tempted by this in- 
vitation , ſet to his task , which in 
plain 
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plam language is a Spie: and with 
little noiſe and great induſtry found 
out the Traitour , intimating it pri- 


| | yately to the Pope, making it evi- 


dent to him the Treachery of his 
adopted Nephew, as being the Per- 
ſon that had revealed this Secret. 
For which Cauſe , the Pope uſed 
Cardinal Afta/lz ſo ill, as he did: 
and made Azzolini Cardinal in re- 
compenſe of this Service , the firſt 
Promotion that fell after this Acci- 
dent. Thus of theſe two Youths, 
the one as Traitour, was in diſgrace 
| with the Pope ; the other as a Spie, 
| got a Cardinals Cap; and one way 
| or other both remain Cardinals. 
Upon this , Dorn 0/impiz finding 
her Brother-in-law quite decayed, 
as It were with the Age of four- 
(core Years, which is conl1derable 
for a Gouty perſ:n , who had con- 
tinually a world of Cares upon him ; 
{ or whether it was that the Pope 
| himſelf ſenfible of his own failings 
and 
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and decay of parts , with the loſs of 


his Taſte ; apprehending leſt the 
Sparriards, incenled againſt him, 


ſhould procure his Death , by ſome 7 


little preparation they are uſed to 

vide for ſuch as they cannot 
confide in; and not knowing to 
whom better to commit his Life, 
than' to that dear Kinſwoman , for 
whoſe ſake he had forfeited the re- 
putation of his Perſon , and the ho- 
nour of the Church : he reſolves to 
call) her into the Palace, and put 
himſelf intirely into/her hands , and 


the diſcretion of her condut., A | 
thing altogether new , not ever | 
heard of before; that Ladies ſhonld | 


govern Popes. Though to me it 
ſcems not at all ſtrange:that the ſame 
Eady which had commanded lum in 
his Youth, ſhould take care of him 
in his Old Aye. 

A pretty foht, they ſay, It was tO 
ſee Donna (limpia in the Pope's 


Chamber conſtantly by his Bed- 
fide, 
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| fide, holding one of his hands be- 


tween hers: for he was not able for 

weakneſs to fit up. She had fo 

contrived Curtains to be drawn at 
? the ſide of the Bed, that ſhe could 
ſee without beeing ſeen , and hear 
without being perceived. And this 
ſhe had to withdraw her felt at any 
time, when the Pope gave Audience 
to Embaſladours, who ſhould not 
be able to utter a word that this 
concealed Lady would not be privy 
to : though oftentimes the Veil was 
taken oft, and ſhe would anſwer 
| her ſelf in behalt of the languiſhing 
Pope, to the no ſmall afliiction of 
| the Embaſladours. 

This Lady fed the Pope with 
her own hands , having given much 
{tricter order than uſual, that no 
body ſhould come into the Pope's 
Kitchin unleſs ſhe were by , only the 
Cook himlſelt. Mcſt commonly ſhe 
made a Jitle Table be drawn to 
the Ecd-fice , where ſhe dined with 

= the 
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the Pope : though ſhe would ne 
ver admit her own Son to that Ho- 
nour. In fine, there was no more 
taſk in the Palace , but of Donn 
Olimpiz , Donna Olimpia here , and \ 
Donna Olimvia there , all Letters de- 
livered to Donna Olimpia , it ' was | 
Donna Olimpia that peruſed them: 
the Memorials were no longer 
brought tothe Pope , but to Downa 
Olimpia , who told him the Con- 
tents of them, and had always this 
Duplicate for Anſwer, Fate voi, fite 
#3 as much as to ſay, Pray do you 
| look after it. 

A man could ſee nothing but Pre- | 
ſents (till going up the / atzc.m Stairs: | 
but you never ſaw any come back a- * 
gain. Every two or three dayes, you 
ſhould meet three or four Parters 
loaded with Money. At night Don- 
4 Olmpia would flip out to vilit 
her own Palace : having firſt locked 
up the Pope's Chamber and taken 
the Key with her, 

All 
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All the Pope ſpoke with , he told 
them plainly , that but for Dorna 
Olimpia he ſhould be dead , and that 
he owed his Life to her. The Prin- 
ceſs of Roſſano came into the Pope's 
Chamber one day to viſit him, 
while Donna Olimpia fate upon the 
Bed by him, holding him by the 
hand. The Princeſs in the middle 
of their diſcourſe finding a fit op- 
pertunity , ſaid Jaughing to the 
Pope, Moſt holy Father, 1 am jealous 
to ſee you make ſo much of my Mother- 
in-law that js old , and not of me that 
am ſo much younger. The Pope 
ſeeming to hold up the Humour, 
anſwered her merrily , The hand that 
wounded me , is that which gives ne 
relief, Words that however meant, 
confirmed the Princeſs in the fuſpt- 
cion ſhe had of theſe twe. 

At Jaſt Donna Olimpia grew {0 
ſuſpicious that any body ſhould 
come near him, as ſhe would not 


leave him a moment , though her 
own 


160 The Life of 
own Son or Relations were in the 
room. Having thus made her-ſelf 
a Priſoner, ſhe was ſeen no more to 
paſs the ſtreets of Howe , not fo 
much as goe in Devotion to any 
Church : only, as I told you, ſome- 
times ſhe would ſteal to her own 
Palace by night to turn over her 
Baps, 

Her keeping fo tloſe to! the 
Pope, and by confequence her ' not 
appearing abroad , made the Conr- 
tiers interpret it not her care of the 
Pope, but fearof the People : who 
as ſoon as ever they ſaw her, would 
ſet a running after her Coach,” cry- 
ing Bread, Bread. Inſornuch, that 
one day ſhe had much ado to fave 
her Lite. For the people, cnraged 
to have one continual Farnine laſt 
all over the City and Territory of 
Rome , befides fo many other grie- 
vances , which produced nothing 
but the embelliſhing of a few 
ſtreets with Fountains, and the 

lat jating 
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fatiating Donna Olimpia' s thirſt af- 
ter Gold : as they ſaw her Coach 
paſs by, they came up to it ina rude 
and inſolent manner,- calling her a 
thouſand Whores; ſo that ſhe was 
fain to make her eſcape into a. Cor 
vent, and afterwards to the Popes 
Palace, leaving it to His Holineſs to 
qualifie them by a Dole of ſome 
quantity of Bread. After this af- 
front , ſhe was aſhamed to appear 
in publick: befides that ſhe mi- 
ſtrulted to meet with ſome worſe 
misfortune. Not withſtanding the 
people ceaſed not to exclaim daily 
apainſt her, ſinging ſcurrilous Bal- 
lads of her all night about the 
ſtreets. Nay, I muſt tell you, a 
great Company of the Rabble got 
into her Houſe one Day in a great 
Fury , and were going to pillage it, 
if the Pope had not preſently in 
prevention ſent ſome Biſhops to 
diſperſe a thouſand or more of 
Crowns to be ſcrambled for by the 

M people, 
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people , which with large promiſes 


quieted them for the preſent, - 


She would have made her peace 
with all the Male-contents towards} ; 


the latter end: of her Brother-in- 


law : but that her greedinelſs after | j 
Riches would not let her think of |; 


the means of doing it. Belides, 
that ſhe preſumed to be well e- 
nough fortified by the alliance of 
the Barbarini : having Wealth & 
nough to defie Fortune., She was 
a little concerned, that ſhe had any 
difference with Cardinal Sforz , for 
the diſpleaſure ſhe had done him: 
not out of any fear ſhe had direG- 
ly of his perſon ; but becauſe ſhe 
knew him to be a man of a tur: 
bulent Spirit, and eaſily provoked 
to talk ; lo ſhe ; +82 guns q , When I1n- 
cent was dead , he might by his 
——_— procure her more trour 
le. 
This Cardinal , who is yet alive, 


and hath a Genious, fitter for 2 
Souldier, 
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1 Soaldier , thin # Peſt, was made 
| Chamberlain m Cardinal Artorrio's 
{ phce; which carries profit as well as 
T great Honenr along with” it. Bur 


accortitgto his free way of ſpeak- 
ing; he*begin to 'inveigh openly 
apainſt Dona” Oltzzpia , not being 
able to” tention her bur with great 
bittefneſF in all - company , to the 
cat' diſparagement of her perſon : 
Þ that ſhe was n*&efſttated to dill 
ce him with the Pope, and ob- 

e him to retire to' his Church of 
R1nrini, where he is Bithop. There 


: | was nothing at this rime terrified 


Domna Olimpia fo much, as this Car- 
dinals tongue : and ſhe would moft 


* | readily have obliged him, npon 


condition he would have left oft 
bis murmuring kind of Mufick, But 
when ſhe confidered one of that 
kidney was never to be won, either 
with Gifts, Promiſes, or Hopes : ſhe 
changed her Note, and made asit 
ſhe was nor concerned at him ; a- 

M 2 bout 
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After the Month of September in 


the: Year 1654. the Pope ;began to 


decl ine paſt hopes. With "the vi- 
pour, of his body, the faculties of 
is mind began to fail him, inſo- 
much as he forgot by night what he 
had done in the morning, and m 
times talked idly. U which 
Donna Olimpia (uffered him, to be 
ſeen as little as poſlible , even to his 
beſt Friends :. and when ſhe could 
not hinder the admittance of an 
Embaſlador , ſhe entreated him to 
uſe as few words as might be; eyer 
pretending that he had not Reſted 
well that night, to make them 
think his Diſtemper came from 
want of ſleep, and not decay of 


bout which .time. Ianecent died. 
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Spirits. | 

Prince Camilo , otherwiſe called 
Panfilis, removed his Habitation 
to the Court , that is the Vatican, 


to receive the Audience of the} 


Embaſhadors, But they made 
little 
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little addreſs , ſeeing the Popes 


condition, and that nothing ever 


came|to a Reſult , but ſtill put off 


{with this anſwer : that they; muſt 


wait for the Recovery of a decay- 
ed , dying :Pope. The Princeſs 
likwiſe came to Court with her 
Husband 3 but did not appear pub- 
liekly., and ifor the moſt part con- 
tinued in her own Palace all the 
day time, 'In ſhort, the Ladies 
were: ſcen walk up and down the 
Vatican. by Night. The Princeſs 
Jaſtiniani , the Princeſs Ludoviſs, 
ad the Princeſs Parfilie , came in 
alone night, to the high difſplea- 
we'of Donna Olimpia. However, 
this great Concourſe of Women 
ms obſerved only for a Month be- 


the Pope died. Hence was it 
bat Paſqirin ſeeing many Ladies in 
be Vatican , contrary to the uſual 


m', made bold to tell Marforio 
derrily 5 


M 3 PR 
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* 8e!tu 000i fare il Euſfians, | 


Treverat Donne al Vaticano.;::. : 


If you've a mind to play the Rufhan, 
You may find wenches at the Vaticar, 


- The Pope ccontinued ten. dayes | 
without. any uſe of Reaſon: and it | 


1s. thought , Donna (Olimpria got m 
that time;;'above half a Million. For 
the aſpiring Spirits, for fear of let- 
ting {lip ſo fair an opportunity', and 
knowing the greedineſs of Donna 
Olimpia; runas if the Devil drove 
them to buy Eccleſiaſtical preter- 
ments : which ſhe beſtowed with 
her eyes {hut', ſo they came but 
with" their hands open. . I: knows 
Canon that had ſought for a Baſhop- 
rick more than:a- hundred times , 
without ever obtaming it. - 'And the 
reaſon was, he would give Donus 
Olimpia but five thouſand Crowns 
for it» and ſhe demanded eight 
thouſand : ſo that though he came 
up at laſt to (ix thouſand, they could 
nut agree. But now towards the 

latter 
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latter end the ſame Donna Olimpin 
ſends for him , to know whether he 
was ſtill in the mind he had been 
formerly 3 and when ſhe found him 
a little cool . proteſting to her that 


'a violent temptation of the Fleſh 


had made him ſpend two thouſand 
Crowns upona lewd Woman : Oh, 
well, well, fays ſhe, then you have 
four thouſand Crowns lett , bring 
them to me , that you may not loſe 
that which I keep for you, and 
you ſhall be Biſhop for me; ſo ſhall 
I not loſe the ſatisfaction of pre- 
ſenting 10 worthy a perſon to that 
Dignity. Thus was he declared 
Biſhop at the very inſtant he layed 
down his four thouſand Crowns. 
Another Clergy Man that had pur- 
chaſed a Benitice tor two thouſand 
Crowns, felt ſuch a remorſe of Con- 
ſcience a little while after , that he 
wouldinot go to take polleſſion, but 
came to Donna Olimpia, and did 
beſeech her to accept his ſurrender 
M 4. ot 
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of that he had never yet entred up» 
on, and only pay him back three 
parts of what he had given her: 
tur he felt the zorments of Hell for 
the Simozshe had contracted. Don- 
na Olimpia gave him no other an- 
{wer, but that the Pope was yet li- 
ving , and that he gave him his Be- 
nediction z by which means the 
Devils could do him no harm. This 
was the comfort ſhe ordinarily gave 
to Srmoniakes, 

It is incredible to reckon up the 
groſs Simonies that were commit- 
ted in Rome, during the ſway of 
this Lady , eſpecially towards the 
latter end. The Barberini made 
great haſte to be Rich, under the 
Rc1gn of their Uncle : but yet they 
never forgot their reverence to the 
Church, ſtill making their gain 
ſome other way, than by that of 
Simony, And it they did chance to 
make bold a liatle , it was very pit- 
vately , and not with ſuch open 1m- 
pudence 


_ 2 a9 DH cc .o a x 


" 


Donne Olimpia. 169 


pudence as this Lady. "But the 
truth is, the Barbarini diſpoſed of a 
Church , where they were to conti- 
nue as Cardinals : now Donna Olim- 
pia commanded a Church , which it 
was likely ſome time or other , ſhe 
would be obliged not only to quit, 
but fly from as a Woman. 

A certain Marquis had the cu- 
riolity at a great expence and trou- 
ble,to make a Computation of the S7- 
m10nies committed by Dorrna Olimpia: 
but for fear of being reputed a He- 
retick , he left his Work unfiniſhed, 
having diſcovered that in Marca 
only; which is but an indifferent 
Province 3 ſhe had fold in the ſpace 
of ten Years, three hundred thirty 
[Ix Benetices, that were commonly 
known, belides what had paſled 
under-hand. The Confeilors pro- 
teſted the name of Simony was be- 
come lo ſcandalous frequent , that 
my would not go to Church , be- 


cauſe they would nut mect with 
Church- 
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Church-men 3 and others finding 
the abuſe ſo general , would not be- 
lieve it to-bea Sin. 

The French Prelates had nothing 
to anſwer the Proteſtants, that Jeer- 
ed at the Church of Rewe for its 
Simony , and other Enormitics there 
committed: ſo that they encreaſed 
their Church very much by it. 

A:German Bilhop ,; who had ſome 
number of Proteſtants in his Dio- 
ceſs , troubled to hear ſo many Re- 
proaches, and ſee ſo many- Writings 
they publiſhed, to theſhame of the 
Roman Church , for her trequent 
S1monies 7 took occalion one day 
to write to. the Congregation of 
Cardinals; that if the S7monies of 
Donna Olimpia ceaſed wot in Rome, 
he ſhould run hazzard of loſing his 
Biſhoprick, and the Church of Roume 
the People,, This Letter came not 
to Rowe till three days beforc tlic 
Pope's Death : and then Cardinal 
Franceſco Barbarino kept it from the 
other Cardinals, Spain, 
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Spaiti, which 15 thought the firmeſt 
; part:of Chriſtendome to the Church 
of Kome , began to wavea little up- 
on thoſe horrid - accompts : were 
brou vght of this Ladics difpolal of 
the Church. Nay, there were Bj- 
ſhops that called aSynod to adviſe 
how to extinguiſh that ſcandalous 
name of $iwonj, which gave fo high 
offence both to Clergy and People. 

, At laſt it pleaſed thedivine good- 
neſs, which rules all; to-free the 
Church of 1o abominable a ſcandal 
by the death of the Pape 

Innocent died the: ſeventh of Ja- 
2xary, in the Year 1655: after he 
had governed-ten Years;four Months 
and twenty Days. [A Pope, that 
truly might have. deſerved a better 
Record , had not his Manners been 
debauched by his Siſter-in-law. 

The Church hath no reaſon to 
complain of him, as he was himlelf ; 
but it complains in him of Dora v- 
limpia, Had he made Donna Olin 
pia 
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pi live in him , andnot:he in her , 
his Aſhes might have deſerved an e- 
ternal Monument , and not to be 
buryed in oblivion, as it is now 
neceſlary, to-aboliſh the memory of 
of his Siſter-in-law. He was not 
innocent, becauſe Downa Olimpiayas 
Innocent : but had ſhe been inno- 
cent, he might then have deſerved 
the name of 17nocent. 

The two Nights before he died 
all the Kindred were bulie in car- 
rying away the Moveables from 
the Vatican to: Donna Olixpia s Pa- 
lace: and that with great ſecrecy, 
for fear-if -the People ſhould get 
knowledge of it , they ſhould out 
of confidence that the Pope were 
dead, ſtop them by the way by 
force, ont of the great hatred they 
had for Donna Olimpia, But For- 
tune was ſo favourable, as not to 
make the leaſt rub in-the way , as 
IT ſuppotfe , that ſhe might conclude 
with the ſame propitious aſpet up- 
on 
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on this Lady, as ſhe had begun. 
Thus had Dorna Olimpia no ſoon- 
er cloſed the Pope's Eyes : but leav- 
ing the Body where it had expired 
im the Quirinale; ſhe, by the aſh- 
ſtants of ſome of her Confidents, 
got to her own Palace with her Son 
and Nephews , after having given 
notice to the Cardinals and Embal- 
ſadours by ſome of the Clerks, as the 
cuſtom is. But this advice was two 
days going about after the Pope's 
death. For his Relations conceal it ſo 
long as it is poſlible,that they may for- 
tifie their Intereſt in the mean time, 
and get Money ſo long as they can, 
The Death of Innocent was no 
ſooner divulged , but the City be- 
gan to rejoyce, as it alwayes does in 
uch Conjunttures. And no won- 
der : fince that which gives the 
People fo great a ſatisfaction, 1s the 
Liberty they have during an em- 
pty Chair. The Cardinals are ra- 


vithed with the Hopes that each 
pretend 
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etend' to, if not direaly''to be 
jpe, at Jeaft 'to' have one of his 
own choofing. All © the Kmdred 
and Friends of the Cardinals are 
drank with joy, to think that they 
may arrive to the ſame” pitch, the 
former” are fallen from. And laftly, 
the diſcontented parties ire glad to 
find themſelves quitted of # prefent 
oppreſſion. 09 
Burt if ever Rome was in a merry 
mood for the Death of a Pope, cer- 
rainly it was for that of Imnocerrt. 
It 'was beyond all compariſon, 
not ſo much in reſpect of Tnmocent 
himſelf, as of Donna Olimpir, whom 
they perfeftly hated. All fort of 
People blefled God for his Mer- 
cy, m delivering the Church from 
the © violence of ' Donna Olimpia. 
It was verily believed , that du- 
ring the vacancy , the Fury of the 


rude Multttade wonld have offered 


ſome Infotkence to the Palace and 
Perſon of this Lady : who therefore 
appeared 
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appeared | abroad as little as ſhe 
could, However nothing happen- 
ed. For asthey fay in Rome, When 
the Dog is dead, all Malice dies 
with him, . T hus they thought no 
more of Donna Olimpia - as tearing 
on the other ſide, to draw the 
diſpleaſure of all thoſe other great 
Families, ſhe was allied to, upon 
themſelves. 

But yet if ever ſhe found her ſelf 
ina peck of Troubles, it was at this 
time 3 for fear ſhe ſhould ſee ſome 
Hope that was her Enemy, in the 
Vatican, She - was induſtrious be» 
yond meaſure, in fifting out the 
Addretles and Inclinations of the 
Cardinals , and entertaining private 
Conferences with her Intimates , 
the Barbarini eſpecially. So that 
by her vigilancy and contrivance 
ſhe prevailed with ſome Cardinals 
to make up a flying Squadron ,, as 
you ſhall ſee hereafter. It began 


to appear plainly in the Conclave, 
which 
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which was held in the Sacreſty of 
Saiat Peter , that there was ah evi- 
dent diviſion in the Opinions of the 
Cardinals : and by conſequence it 
was like to hold long , each Fa- 
Ction reſolving to be obſtinate in 
their Cauſe. Donna Olimpia, that 
ſhe might likewiſe have her ſhare 
in the Conclave, that might look 
like a Party , addreſled her ſelf to 
ſome Creatures of the New Col- 
ledge 3 that - is , Cardinals created 
by Innocent, to form themſelves 
in a Body, under the name of the 
Flying Squadron. The motion was 
very well received , and put into 
EXccution, It is true, there were 
ſome admitted that had no great 
kindneſs tor Donna Olimpia : but ſhe 
was allured of the major part , who 
relolved to make no Pope, that 
were not a Friend to the Houſe of 
Panfilio, Yet atlaſt X ſhe could not 
but have a ſuſpition of them : when 
having ſent bh Son , the Prince 
Panfilio, 
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Panfilio , to entreat the Cardinals 
of the Flying Squadron, to put 
themſelves under a Head, which he 
named , and it was Cardinal Johzz 
Carlo di Medici , who for his Senio- 
rity in the New Colledge, and the 
greatneſs of his Birth , and being 
the firſt of Innocert's creation, might 
have deſerved ; they gave this 
an{wer , That they had each of there 
a Head of their own, and Feet to walk 
»por , without being beholding to any 
Body elſe *for theirs. 

It would require ſome time here 
to ſet down all the pallages and 
tranſactions of the Conclave. For 
to ſay truth , ſerting aſide the Inte- 
reſts of France and Spain , every 
thing bent either to the ruine or 
preſervation of Dorn Olimpia. The 
Cardinals that were her Enemies, 


' would have given their Voices for 


the Devil, it he would have ſtood 
her Enemy : and her Friends would 
have ſhut out a Saint , had he de- 

N clared 
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clared againſt her. And truly, their 
violent proceedings gave us to un- 
der(tand az much. Thoſe that moſt 
{tickled for her , were thele fix ; 
the three Barbarini, Az%Lolini, Che- 
rubino , and Graltieri. They were 
more than thirty that oppoſed her, 
of which eight or nine of ſzmorent's 
own Creatures, which were the 
Cardinals Sforza , Savelli, Aſtallt , 
Lomellino, Imperiale, Borromeo, Pio, 
I udoviſio, Aldobrandino, and her 
Own Nephew Meldachizi *who firſt 
declared himſelf her Enemy, as the 
Fates would have it, and made 
more Noiſe than all of them againſt 
his Aunt. Though indeed, he was 
but laughed at for his pains by the 
Conclave, which had a very mean 
Opinion of him. Nay, his Aunt, 
when the heard how loud he was, 
ſaid onely this, The Voice of an Aſs 
will never reach Heaven. 

[t was vewly thought, nay, the 
Cardinals themſelves made it ap- 
pear, 


Donna Olimpia, 179 


pear, that had it not been for the 
Intereſts that Dona Olimpia drove 
on, the Counclave had been at an 
end within a Month, whereas now 
it laſted three. The Lady pleafed 
her-ſelf to think of Cardinal Fran 
reſco Barbarino h1s being Pope : as 
he that layed her Concerns moſt to 
heart, after the Reconcilement. 
And truly he puſhed - hard for it : 
carrying more than thirty Voices , 
that ſtood (ſtifly to have none but 
him. A Cardinal, who for his up- 
rightnels of Lite, deſerved ſuch an 
Honour : had that been the Rule 
the Conclave went by, Except 
Barbarino , Donna Olimpia was to 
{eck whom to with for, as a Pope 
to her purpole, had it been left to 
her choice : ſo that all her Ende- 
vours were only to keep off her 
declared Encmics, 

Among theſe, there were three 
particularly excluded for this La- 
dies fake, The firſt was Cardinal 

N 2 Palotla . 
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violent proceedings gave us to un- 
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the three Barbarini, Azzolini, Che- 
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pear, that had it not been for the 
Intereſts that Done O0l:z2pia drove 
on, the Conclave had been at an 
end within a Month, whereas now 
it laſted three. The Lady pleated 
her-(clt to think ot Cardinal Frans 
reſco Barbarino h1s being Pope : 1$ 
he that layed her Concerns moſt to 
heart, after the Reconcilement. 
And truly he pulhed . hard for it : 
carrying more than thirty Voices , 
that ſtood ſtitly ro have none but 
him. A Cardinal, who for his up- 
rightnels of Lite, deſerved ſuch an 
Honour : had that been the Rule 
the Conclave went by. Except 
Barbarino , Donna Olimpia was to 
ſeek whom to with for, as a Pope 
to her purpole, had it been left to 
her choice : ſo that all her Ende- 
vours were only to keep off hey 
declared Encmics, 

Among theſe, there were three 
particularly excluded for this La- 
dies fake, The firſt was Cardinal 

N P. Palotia . 
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Palstta, a Man well deſerving, and 
one that was biaſled with no Inte- 
reſt, which uſed to be the great 
obſtacle to that preferment. He 
was no ſooner brought into play, 
but Cardinal” Barbarino declared 
he would never give way to the 
Election of a perion, from whom 
was infallibly to be expected the 
Puniſhment of Dorne Olimpia, who 
had done conſiderable Injuries to 
Palotta, So this Man's hopes were 
diſappointed, to the diſlike of ma- 
ny an huneſt Man. The ſecond 
was Cardinal Maculano, of the or- 
der of Saint Dominike, who bare 
the title of {Saint Clexrent ; and 10+ 
deed there was not ſo much ſtir tor 
any body in the Conclave, as about 
his Election. He was a Cardinal, 
but lived more like a Hermite, than 
a perſon of that quality, never be- 
ing able to forget his Cloiſter lite : 
upon which many judging him to 
be a conſcientious perſon , put _ 

| Or 
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for his Eletion. But Dozra Olimpia 
looked upon him as a Fury , or the 
Devil in humane ſhape : becauſe 
Innocent , out of the perfect hatred 
he bare him, had always repreſen- 
ted him fo to her. And therefore 
during his Reign ſhe was continual- 
ly putting affronts upon the poor 
man , not ſo much to fatisfie her 
own malice, as to pleaſe her Bro- 
ther-in-law. Now ithis made the 
Lady doubt if Macu/aro ſhould be 
made Pope, he would take all his 
revenge out upon her. So ſhe gave 
in charge never to approve of Ma- 
culano, but to ſet him down in the 

book as the firſt to be excluded. 
Barbarino promifed to do his 
beſt, and did it with a great deal 
of pains, and the help of Cardinal 
Antonio, who concurred likewiſe 
in the excluſion. The Partifans of 
Saint Clement finding themſelves at 
a ſtand , made all means poflible to 
quiet Donna Olimpia, They al- 
N 3 ledged 
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ledged that Afacnlano or Saint Cle- 
ment , Heing a Subject of the Duke 
of Parma, lo neer a Relation to the 
Princeſs of Koſjjana her Daughter- 
in-law , would certainly. never do 
her any prejudice : becauſe the 
greateſt miſchief being what ſhould 
concern her Eſtate, he would never 
do that for the Princeſs her ſake, 
who was to ſhare in the Inheritance. 
Put theſe ſeeming Reaſons incenſed 
Donna Olimpia the more. For when 
the conſidered that her perſecution 
muſt be kept off by the Princeſs her 
means : ſhe took en like a Mad-wo- 
man, ſwearing, That ſhe had rather 
periſh under the Indienation , than 
live upon the recommendation of her 
Danughter-in-law, Thus was Saint 
Clement kept out. 

The third they ſhut out was { ec- 
crhini,, who hated her more than all 


the reſt, by reaſon of - the Proceſs 


that was commenced by hcr means 
againſt him and Afaſcambriune, to 
take 
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take away the Datary from them, 
and to be made uncapable of any 
Office where the Pope had to do. 
In ſhort , he was perſecuted as guil- 
ty of High Treaſon againſt this La- 
dy : and therefore apprehending his 
anger , ſhe made it her bulinets to 
exclude him, and did effect it. 

Many others there were that ſhe 
excluded : but not with that vio- 
lence*as ſhe did theſe three, open- 
ly profcſiing rather to dye, than 
to ſee any of them Pope. Never- 
theleſs, 1f ſhe had her will againſt 
her Enemies , which were not few, 
ſhe miſled of it in the behalt of her 
Friends : and indeed ſhe and Bar- 
barino declared, fo they could keep 
off her (worn Enemies, they did 
not much care who elle was cho- 
ſen. 

However they did endevour to 
ſet up Cardinal Chernbrno , one of 
little experience , and no Conjurer. 


But ſuch defects are not much con- 
N 4 [1dcered 
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{ſidered in the Conclave, and there- 
fore did him ſmall harm : They 
were only Donne Olimpia's Adver- 
faries that would not admit of him, 
becauſe he was of her ſide, So 
that it was obſerved more than 
twenty Cardinals an{wered thoſe 
that propoſed Chernbino in the (elf 
ſame words one after another, I gue 
my vote againſt him , becauſe 1 will 
0t have Donna Olimpia #rinmph 
amore ſt the Chrubins, 

This Lady had no great opinion 
of Sacchettz , yet ſhe did not oppoſe 
him openly. Afterwards ſeeing 
how fiercely his Partiſans carried on 
his Cauſe , who thought verily to 
have made him Pope : being leſs 
afraid of him than of many others 
that put for it , to cajole with him, 
ſhe began to make Azz90/im and 
Gwalters for him z who did their 
weak endevour, though in vain. 

Cardinal Spada countertciting 


 himlelf ſick , got out of the Con- 
clave, 
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clave , and preſently began to 
treat with Donna Olimpaa , deſiring 
her to ſtand Carpegra's Friend , who 
had gone all along with her party : 
to whom ſhe made anſwer , that 
ſhe had referred all to Cardinal 
Barbarino , whole choice ſhe was 
reſolved to ſtand to, Thus retur- 
ned the good man into the Conclave 
again, but without ever compaſling 
his deſign. 

The Cardinals Gwalteri and Az- 
zolini without doubt got a great 
deal of ill will in the Conclave, 
of which Cardinal Franceſco Bar- 
barino had no ſmall ſhare : and that 
for the great diſturbance they made 
to maintain Dona Olimpia's Inte- 
reſt, who was diſcourſed of in the 
Conclave with moſt ignominious 
Language. They wondered not fo 
— at Azzolini and Gnalltiert , 
becauſe they looked upon them as 
men of lives little an{werable to 
their dignity ; belides that , they 

Were 
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were not made by the Church but 
Donna Olimpia , and fo not by de- 
ſert : but that which amazed them, 
was to ſee a Cardinal, ſuch as Bar- 
barino , lo good and fincere a per- 
ſon, that we may fay , he was the 
glory of the Conliſtory , forlake 
the Intereſt of the Church , and 
embrace that of a Woman, Di- 
vers Cardinals, when they ſaw Bar- 
barino would not allow of Palotta 
and Maculano for Donna Olimpia's 
ſake, began to ſay , they ſhould 
never have believed , that Barbari- 
770 would prefer a wicked Wonan 
before two good men. Cardinal 
Sforza, who endevoured more than 
any to procure a Pope that ſhould 
be her Enemy , that he might have 
the ſatisfaction to ſee her well cha- 
{tized ; not able to endure that Bar- 
barino (ſhould concern himlelf fo 
much for her , went about all the 
Conclave, telling them , according 
to lits wonted bluntneſs , 7h it till 

[13012 
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then he had taken Barbarino for a 


good Cardinal, but for the future be 
ſhould look, pon hizvz as the Son of a 


IT hore. 
At laſt the Cardinals, weary of 


a three months priſon, relolved 
to make an end : the rather becauſe 
it was told them the people would 
endure no longer to be without a 
Head, and ſo much to their incon- 
venience want the uſual Courts of 
Judicature;z belides that, they mur- 
mured more and more againſt Dor- 
na Olimpia , as the perſon they ſup- 
poſed in great meaſure guilty of 
this delay. This they feared might 
draw on ſome publique as well as 
private miſchief : and therefore they 
agreed to come to the election of 
one that ſhould give diſtaſt to net- 
ther t1de. 

And that was Cardinal Gh1gr, 
now Alexander the Seventh. His 
good manners, and exemplary Lite 
to the world, his diſcreet manage, 

and 
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and univerſal —_— made & 
1m, that he | 


juſt a compoſition in 
was the onely man jadged capable 
of governing St. Peter's Ship in fo 
belllemes times. 

He was made Cardinal by Ine- 
cent with the approbation of all the 
houſe of Panſilio, Wherefore Dor- 
»4 Olimpia, and thoſe Cardinals that 
ſtuck to her , willingly concurred 
in his election: For they did not 
think it any way likely that he 
ſhould entertain an il! thought a- 
gainſt the Kinſwoman of that Pope 
who had made him Cardinal. 

On the other fide, thoſe Cardi- 
nals which did not favour Dora 
Viimpia , did not onely forbear to 
hinder but promoted the advance 
of Ghigi more than all the reſt : For 
they did believe ſuch a Pope would 
be more inclined to the ſeverity of 
Eliah, than the mildneſs of Eliſha + 
and theretore would not fail to 
chaſtiſe her Ladylhip for the _ 
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' chief ſhe had done the Church, 
| They thought it impoſhble ſo zea- 


lous a Pope ſhould forbear to give 
teſtimony to all the World of his 
high reſentments againſt that Wo- 
man , who was looked upon as En- 
gine of all the Rogueries that were 
committed under Innocent's Reign. 
The Cardinals Sforza and Aſta/ls, 
her ſworn Enemies , ſpeaking with 
other Cardinals.their Friends, abour 
the Eleftion of Ghiei ; told them 
if they both were contrived into a 
Pope , they ſhould not be able to 
puniſh her fo ſufficiently , as Ghig# 
would do. For nothing could con- 
tribute ſo much to the ſcourgin 
of her for her Simomies,, as the a, 
of Ghici, 

Thus the night before the ſcru- 
tiny , all being reſolved upon , the 
Cardinals 4/carci and Barbarino lent 
to Ghigz to bid him be ut good 
comfort, that on the Morrow they 


would come to pay him adoration. 
Cardinal 
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Cardinal Roſetti Ghigi?'s Enemy , be- 
ing not able to hinder the Election, 
asked Cardinal Barbarino , What 
ſtrange extraVagancies are theſe, that 
Donna Olimpia's Enemies will have 
the Jame Pope her Friends deſire : and 
her Friends the ſame her Enemies 
wiſh for. To which Barbarino, that 
he might (top his mouth , and make 
him go along with them in the Ele- 
(tion , anlwed 53 Marvail not : For 
we are reſotved to have one that is not 


our Creature : tle Medici, one of 


their SubjeFs : France , one that they 
had excluded : and Spain , an unin- 
tereſſed Perſon. 

[t 1s not to be imagined what 
Joy there was every where , at the 
Election of Cardinal Ghiei, There 
was not one Negative Voice found 
in the Scrutiny , which ſeldome 
happens at the Election of a Pope. 
Ryojetti himſelt. that ſwore he would 
cut his Hand oft , before it ſhould 
contribute to Gh1g7's Election , gave 
his Vote in the end, SO 
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So ſoon as. he was declared Pope, 
he fell upon his Knees, and prayed, 
and wept a little, and then gave 
his Aflent , taking the Name of 
Alexander, Thus going out of the 
Conclave in Proceſſion, and con- 
ducted to the Vatican, he began to 
exerciſe his Parts upon the Papal 
Authority. You could hear no 
other Diſcourſe throughout Home, 
but of his Picty , from which they 
expected great matters. Prince 
Camillo Panjilio, went one of the 
firſt to congratulate him : to whom 
bis Holineſs expreſled a great kind- 
neſs and reſpect. Done Olimpia 
was reſolved to be none of the laſt : 
but belides a Congratulation , ſhe 
made him by her Maggiordomo, 
the ſent Cardinal Azz20/114 on pur- 
poſe to ſpy out the Land , ( an em- 
ployment very natural to him ) and 
to let the Pope know how great 
Joy ſhe had to ſee one Pope to 
whom her Kinſman had opened the 

way 
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way by making him Cardinal; and 


the more, becauſe ſhe had alwayes 
repreſented him to Innocent, AS A 
Man of extraordinary parts; fo 
that ſhe ſeemed to ſhare with him 
in the advance of his Fortunes. 

Alexander , that knew Azzolinj 
very well, and the conltitution of 
Donna Olimpia anſwered him in 
ambiguous terms, that neither ar- 
gued an acceptance, nor under- 
valuing of their Service : which 
when Azzolini had related to the 
Lady , ſhe began to miſtruſt the 
worlt. 

Indeed Alexander had a very ill 
opinion of her 3 but weuld not ſhew 
the effects of it at firſt ſo vigoroully, 
leſt he ſhould ſeem moved ont of 
ſelf-intereſt 3 always profcfling to 
do things aelpaad with advice, 
as his« practice witneflerh. Her 
Adverſarics would not importune 
the Pope about her, juſt ſo ſoon as 
he was eſtabliſhed : and they had 
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reaſon for it. For by this means 
the Pope of himſelf, would upon 
ſeveral occaſions, diſcover the wick- 
ed practice of the ſaid Lady : and 
when the way was once opened to 
her perſecution, then would they 
{ct their laſt hand to the work, 

They failed not of their aim : For 
the Pope met with Motives every 
day, both in his Civil, and Eccle- 
ſaſtical Tranſactions, to quarrel and 
impriſon Dora Olimpia, The Da- 
tary was wholly corrupted by the 
$1monies (he had introduced, all 
Places fold , no Treature left, and 
a thoufand other miſcarriages ap- 
peared every day. His Zeal could 
not ſee this , and fit ſtill. There- 
fore he gave 'full Inſtructions to 
all his Officers, Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, to mak (trict Enpuiry , and 
thoroughly inform themſelvgs of the 
Conduct of Donna 0/:1pt in the 
Reign of 7rnocent : and that he 
might bethe more exactly certihed , 

O he 
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he not only gave charge to his or- 
dinary Officers , but deputed other 
private Inquiſitors in Rowe, and 
about the State. 

Donna Olimpia was ſo well ad- 
viſed of this diligence the Pope 
uſed againſt her, that ſhe tryed all 
ways poſſible to fave her ſelf; She 
ſent Prince Payfilio to beſeech his 
Holineſs not to give credit to the 
malitious Informations of her Ene- 
mies, and that ſhe referred her ſelf 
to his untainted Juſtice and Bounty : 
to which he only anſwered , If ſbe 
rely upon Vs, Wee will do her Juſtice. 

Her Adverſaries by this time 
began to play their parts : each 
profering to prove a hugdred Mit 
demeanours Donna 0limpia had com- 
mitted againſt the Church. 

There was not a day paſled over 
the Pope's head , that he had not 

reſent@ him a hundred memori- 
als, to demand Jultice againſt this 
Lady : belides private Intormations 
| without 
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without number, All thoſe that 
ſhe had made her Bargains with , 
poſted them. 

Cardinal Barbarirs , at the en- 
treaty of Porna 0limpa, went him- 
ſelf to ſpeak to the Pope in her be- 
half, before matters (ſhould be gone 
too far: but found him ſo averſe 
to hear of any Intercefiion, that he 
durſt not appear for her, as plainly 
finding bis word would do her more 
harm than good. For he faw the 
Pope ſo zealous for the good of the 
Church, that in ſtead of Clemency, 
he recommended Juſtice to him : 
{v that he told him at parting, That 
he would treat iDonna Olimpi , 054 
Princ? ong/1 to do with Juſtice , and 
a Pope with ( lemency * though her 
Adions fhewed ſhe had neither ('le- 
meny nor Juſtice, But Barbarino 
would not teriihe the poor Lady , 
by repeating to her the ſame words, 
onely withed her to be as wary and 
circumſpect as ſhe could. Now the 

g'9 Pope 
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Now the Pope began to diſcover 
his Intentions , of calling Danna 
Olizzpia to an accompt for all the 
Money ſhe had received of the 
Church : upon which , her Rela- 
tions fearing to loſe their ſhare of 
ſo goodly an Inheritance, eſpecially 
the Prince her Son, all joyned to 
help her, The Princels Koſjano, 
had it been only deſigned to tor- 
ment her Carkafſs , no doubt would 
not have ſpoke a word for her: 
but finding it extend to the Purſe, 
thought her ſelf obliged for her 
Childrens fake, to endevour her 
utmoſt to preſerve not her , but 
her Eſtate. However ſome of the 
Cardinals would not meddle with 
ſo tickliſh a Buſineſs, as to oppoſe 
a Pope, who was admired and ado- 
red , not ſo much for the eminence 
of his degree, as his exemplary 
Life. . Yet all joyned inthis advice : 
that (he ſhould fland the firſt ſhock, 
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In the mean time Domna 0limpia 
profered to have Audience of the 
Pope : but ſhe was ſhamefully refu- 
ſed , the Pope declaring he would 
give Audience to no Woman , bur 
upon a very urgent occalion. And 
they fay he anſwered the Meſlenger 
over and above, That Donna Olim- 
pia had been too famitiar with ropes, 
and therefore ſhe might diſpenſe with 
ſeeing them any more, 

The private Inquiſitors that I 
told you of betore , who were ap- 
pointed tv learn out the Carriage 
of Downa Olimpia while her Bro- 
ther-in-law was Pope , brought in 
daily thouſands of Accuſations a- 
gainſt her , that ought to have been 
paniſhed not only by pecuntary 
Mulcts , but bodily Chaſtiſement. 
The cryes and complaints of ſo ma- 
ny poor Biſhops that were oppret- 
led , ſo many worthy learned Men 
undone , ſo many honeſt Men per- 


lecuted with Hunger , becaule they 
(0) 3 had 
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had not Money to prefent Done 
Olinpra for a preferment , reached 
up to Heaven: beſides that many 
times as the Pope pailed the Street, 
you ſhould hear the people cry 
out ſor Juſtice againſt Dona Olin 
pia, 

Many began already to be fcan- 
dalized at the Pope, that he pro- 
ceeded fo {lowly in a Buſmels of 
this nature. The Barbarini them- 
ſelves , who confidering the Pope's 
zeal , thought it impoſſible for her 
Ladithip to eſcape, knew not what 
to think of it : when they ſaw how 
gently he came on, after ſo. clear 
Evidences: Her Adverſaries daily 
inſtanced againſt her , and the 
Plaintitts brought in their Depoſt- 
tions: though indeed one would 
have thought the general out-cry 
and clamour , would have been 
Evidence enough to have punith- 
ed hcr by , that had rubbed all and 
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While things were thus wave- 
ring, Dona Olimpia calls all her 
greateſt Confidents together , to 
adviſe how to provide againlt the 
ſtorm , which ſhe looked upon as 
unavoidable. There were thoſe 
that counſelled her to retire from 
Rome into ſome neighbouring part, 
or into the State of ſome of her 
Nephews , under pretence of ta- 
king the Air. But this was not ap- 
proved of : for by her departure, 
ſhe would certainly encourage her 
Enemies, and cauſe many to ſhew 
themſelves, that had not yet ap- 
peared : Beſides, that the Rabble 
would be ten times more Infolent 
in her abſence, than now. Some 


would have had her gone to Lore- 


to, mcognita, as out of Devotion : 
which was not liked for many rea- 
lons. The rather, becauſe not being 
able to get out of Komre without the 
Pope's Leave and Blefling , to be 
ſure he was already refolved to 

O 4 grant 
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grant or deny, according as it beſt 
ſuited with his Deſignes : and thus 
jt would. not be diſcretion to make 
a bootleſs attempt. The Prince her 
Son, who was by, judged it nct 
convenient to call the Chirurgeon 
before ſhe was woundcd : then 
turning to his Mother , he bid her 
be of good comfort , telling her, 
Madam , the Fool runs away while 
Lis Houſe 3s burning down. Stay at 
Rome, ard think of no other R:- 
fuge. Look Jou but to your Perſon, 
and we will take. care of your Eſtate, 
Thus was this Conference determi- 
ned with a ſumptuous Collation : 
though Cardinal Barbarino , who 
was one there , would not ſtay, but 
excuſed himlſclt after his uſual man- 
ner upon ſuch occalions. 

That which Dor: Olimpia's 
Friends and Relations propoſed for 
her Honour , the Pope cxccutcd by 
. way cf Juſtice. For hc tent one of 


his Couticrs to Ponng Climpaa, 
{6 
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to command her expreſly from him 
to leave Kome within three , days, 
and in eight to be at Orvicto , which 
is a City about thirty Miles from 
Kome : from whence ſhe was not 
to ſtir , without new Orders from 
| his Holineſs. 

It is no ealie matter to ſay, how 
much this Order diſturbed her. 
Yet ſhe put a goood Face upon it ; 
telling thoſe that were about her, 
that ſhe thanked God, who had 
given her a Judge , whoſe good 
nature diſpoſed him to nothing but 
what was juſt ; to whole Freaſt 
ſhe referred her Cauſe moſt wil- 
lingly , as aflured of her own Inno- 
CEnce. 

Farbarins was reſolved to ven- 
ter another bout in her behalf, a- 
gainſt his own inclination : but he 
tound the Pope ſo much more har- 
dened than formerly , that there 
was no coming ncar him and fo 
was fain to take his Leave, with a 


Lond 
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Lord have mercy upon ns, The | 
Pope gave him no other anſwer to 
all his Diſcourſe than this , #e ſhall 
take more pity of Donna Olimpia, 
than ſhe had ſometimes of the Barba- 
barini. The Cardinal caſting down 
his Eyes with his wonted gravi- 
ty , remained filent ;. till provoked 
by I know not what ſuggeſtion, 
at laſt defired his Holineſs to par- 
don Donna Olimpia, as his Family 
had done after ſo many provoca- 
tions, Theſe words ſeemed to warm 
the Pope a little, without put- 
ting him by his conſtant gravity : 
and he anſwered the Cardinal in 
his own terms, Ton have excuſed 
her , becanſe it was for Tour Intereſt : 
but We cannot , becauſe it will hurt 
Onur Conſcience, Here the Pope 
ſtopped , and the Cardinal imme- 
diately took his Leave, with the 
uſual Ceremonies : returning ſtrait 
to. Donna Olimpia, to give her an 
accompt of what had patled, Much 

| about 


Donna Olimpia. 203 
about the ſame time, Prince Panfilio 
defired Audience of the Pope : who 
made him be told , he would give 
Audience to none of Donna Olimpia's 
Relations, till ſhe were gone out of 
Rome, 

It was therefore thought conve- 
nient that without any more to do, 
ſhe ſhould prepare to obey his Ho- 
lineſs : ſince her delay would do 
her but an Injury. So ſhe went out 
of Home , incoenita, the ſecond 
day after the Order. That night 
ſhe lay ſome two Miles out of 
Town, where almoſt 21] her Friends 
and Relations came to fee her : 
in particular, the Cardinals Azz0- 
lint and Gmaltieri, who bid her take 
heart, and fear no colours. The 
Prince her Son would have gone 
with her to Orvieto, but ſhe would 
not let him : as eſtceming 1t more 
leaſonable to ſtay at Home, and fee 
how things went. Thus continued 


the her Journey , and the Prince 
returned, 
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returned, —_— at his entry 
into the Town, ana 


ſung Songs and Libels upon his 
Mother. It was therefore found 
good prudence that Donna Olim- 
pia had conveyed her elf fo 
privately out of Town, to eſcape 
thoſe Inſolencites upun her own 


perſon. 
The Town talked very much 


upon the commanding this Lady 


away. Every one ſpoke to her 
diſadvantage with a concerned bit- 
ternels. Her Relations, though 
Princes, durſt not almoſt ſtir abroad 
for three or four dayes, to avoid 
the clamours and inveCtives of the 
people. 

The fame day that Donna Olim- 
pia quitted Kome, the Pope ordered 
to begin to take the Examination of 
Witnetles for drawing up the Pro- 
ceſs, He likewiſe reſolved to ſpeak 


to the Conliltory of Cardinals, that 
| they 


ont from ſome 
Boys that ran about his Coach, and | 
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they would refer all to his Prudence 
and Juſtice. 

In the mean time Prince Parfilio 
had Audience of him, where a- 
mongſt other things he told him, 
that if every Pope ſhould under- 
take to correct the preſuppoſed 
Faults of the Relations of his 
Predeceſlor, it would make a 
Noiſe in the Church not a little 
ſcandalous : for the Hereticks 
| would charge all the Blame upon 

the Popes themſelves, without 
whoſe concurrence, his Relations 
would have been able to have done 
little. The Pope did not like this 
Diſcourfe , but told the Prince , 
The Hereticks are ſcandalized to ſee 
Faults go unpuniſhed, and not to ſes 
them correfed : and it is bat fitting 
that they ſhould give accompt to the 
Pope, who is to be reſponſible to God: 
and fo he diſmiſled him. 

The Pohticijans taxed the Prince 
very much of Weakneſs and Indit- 


cretion, 
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cretion, that he would entertain ' 


with ſuch Diſcourſe a Pope, who 


had intimated ſo great an averſion | 


to his own Kindred, as to ſwear he 
would never ſuffer any of them 
to be admitted into Kore, or to 
any Command whatever : though 
his Predeceſiors had alwaics done 
it, 

The Examinations all this while 
went on for accompliſhing the 
Procels, which they thought 
would never come to an end, 
ſo many ſeveral Charges and Im- 
peachments ceming daily one upon 
the neck of another : Therctore, 
the Pope appointed that Done 
Olizmpia ſhould firſt give an ac- 
eompt of what was alrcady 
brought before him. For which 
purpoſe his Holineſs ſent a Com- 
miltary to her Ladyſhipz to give 
her notice, that ſhe was to anſ{wer 
diſtinctly to thele tollowing parti- 
culars. 

i. 38 
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I. To give an Accompt of all 
the Money taken out of the Data- 
ry , without any occaſion of the 
Church requiring it : forceing the 
Officers with Menaces to comply 
with her inſatiable defires and aya- 
rice. 

2, That ſhe ſhould clear her ſelf 
of what was laid to her Charge, of 
having ſold multitudes of Benefices : 
and that upon pain of Excommu- 
nication, ſhe ſhould confeſs to the 
Pope all the $i-r0xzes that were com- 
mitted in her time. 

3. That ſhe would refund all thoſe 
ſeveral ſums of Money ſhe had recei- 
ved in Compoſition of thoſe that 
had Suits at Law , throughout the 
whole ſtate of the Church. 

4+ That (be would give accompt 
what was become of the Revenues 
of ſo many vacant Benefices, which 
the Stewards confetled to have pay- 
ed into her. 


5. To ſhew where the Salaries 
of 
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of ſo many Oftters were, which were 
proved to have been carried to her 
Houle. 

- 6. She was to pive accompt for 
all the Corn ſhe had made be carried 
out the State to other places, where 
ſhe ordered. 

7. She was to pay back again all 
the ſuperfluous Expences the had 
been the caule of. 

8. To count for ſo many Taxes, 
Impoſts and Gabels, as were Jaid 


upon the people , to their great: 


oppreſtion , by her inſtigation : 
ſince the Officers that gathered 


them, confelled they had payed all | 


In to her. 

9. She ſhould be obliged imme- 
diatcly to-reſtore all the Jewels ſhe 
had taken out of the feyeral Trea- 
furics, as well of Churches, as the 


Popes. 
10. And laſt of all, ſhe was 
charged by more than a hundred 


Witneſles, to have received over 
and 
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and: above the ordinary Revenue, 
two Millions and an half of Gold 
Ducats, for which no accompt had 
been given : and therefore his Ho- 
lineſs was relolved ſhe ſhould make 
it good, Tlis News was hardly fo 
unwelcome to Dorna Olimpia, as 
it was to her Relations, who ex- 
pected to be her Heirs : ſo that they 
went buzzing about like ſo many 
Bees, to juſtthie the Innocence of 
Donna Olimpia, The Lady drew up 
a forma] Writing, to make it ap- 
pear that the had not Intereſled her 
ſelf in the Government, and that 


| whatever came to her hands, ſhe 


delivered it up to the Pope, who 
ordered it, and laid it ont where 
there was occalion, as other Popes 
uled to do before him, 
But thele excuſes were too weak 
to ballance ſo many Proofs as were 
made out againſt her, So that it 
was verily believed , what was 
whiſpered about Town, that the 
P Pope 
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Pope-was reſolved to Sequeſter her 
Eſtate, and imprifon her Perſon. 
It is true, this was but the rumour 
of the: people : but afluredly , the 
Pope intended to have made her 
give accompt for every particy- 
lar. 

While Affairs went on in this 
manner, the Dreadful Viſitation 
of the Plague fell upon Kome: 
ſo that moſt of the Courts being 
ſhut up, common Juſtice was 
ecclipled by the great judgement , 
Trade left off, merce among 
themſelves ſuſpended, and the 
Pope wholly taken up to fave 
as many as he could, to give 
order for the Sick and the Dead ; 
gave a ſtop to the Proceſs, and 
time to thoſe who were concerned 
to deviſc a way for Donna Olimpia's 
delivery. 

But if the hand of Man, or 
rather the Popes, was kept ' from 
puniſhing Donna Olimpia for a on 
on : 
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fon: yet Heaven , that watches 
while Mortals are afleep, could not 
but waken the divine Vengeance, 


againſt ſo guilty a creature. The 


Scourge of the Plague viſited many 
in Orwieto, and among(t the. firſt 
that died under the execution of 
that Judgment, was this Lady ; who 
ſurely by her practices, thought her 
ſelf 1mmorta], 

* Thus died Dorna Olimpia of the 
Plague inthe Year 1556. at Orvieto 
ſome few Months after her perſe- 
cution. Her Corps lay above ground 
two dayes, having but few Servants 
with her , that were all dead be- 
fore. So that her Body was left to 
the mercy of the Searchers, who 
were more follicitous about her 
Jewels, than her Carcaſs, which 
was in a manner expoſed to be 
caten by Dogs and Cats. She died 
withuut a Confeflor ; which was 
looked upon as a Judgment upon 
her, who had fo highly atfronted 
and opprelicd the Clergy. Her 
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Her Name was buried in obli- 
vion for ſome time, while the Con- 
tagion 4 42 the. peoples mouths: 
and this Lady, who made ſo much 
Noiſe during her life , had not a 
Mourner to bewail her Death. 
Though no doubt had ſhe died at 
any other time, ſhe ſhould have had 
all the honour of the Church, with 
a ſolemn Funeral : but in the mean 
time the Pi1zza's would have been 
filled with Sat yrs and Paſqui's « For 
the Romans neither ipare living 
nor dead. 

It was thought (he left more than 
two Millions of Crowns in ready 
Money , belides Land and Move- 
ables in-eſtimable, and what ſhe 
had already beſtowed upcn her 
Kindred, The Prince her Son was 
Heir to her Palace in the Pruzzy 
Navona 5 Which 1s the fairc{t 1n 
Keme, and where ſhe had her rich- 
eſt Goods. Indeed, cxcept tome 
few Legacics to her Kindred and 

Certain 
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\ certain Churches , which in all 
amounted not to above three hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns ; all the 
; reſt fell to the Prince, who took 
{ up his Habitation in the Piazza Na- 
Vond. 

After her Death there was no- 
thing more done: though it was 
expected the Pope would have 
come upon her Heirs, But the 
truth is, by this time the Pope 
was become like other men, by 
having changed his _ reſolutions, 
For he called all his Relations up 
to Rome ;, which ſight ſo melted his 
Heart , that he could not but think 
of enriching them. To which cnd 
It is believed, he drew a Million 
out of Donna Olimpia's Eſtate ; 
which , without regarcing the 
Church , the good Alexander di- 
{tributed amongſt his Kindred : and 8 
ſo tell that Perſecution in ſecret , 
which was commenced in publick. 
Cardinal Sforza , according to his  Y? 

"© wonted, BY 
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wonted freedom, told a Friend of 
his, that Dona Olimpia's Money | 
.: was paſled from one Thief to another: 

nd thus went Donna Olimpia off 
the Stage. | 

Thus concludel her Story : leſt 
with two long a Diſcourſe of the 
Dead, I ſhould importune the pati- 
ence of the Living. 

And thus, gentle Reader, be con- 
tent to have read that, which I 
have been fatisfied to take the pains 
toAvrite, 


